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Walk-on  alumni  discover  Southern  Miss 


Consolidate  youi  JWUCIn  .vum  w»»1 
A  and  you  could  enjoy  an  interest  rate 
lower  than  your  GPA. 


College  was  fun,  but  you've  got 
several  student  loans  to  show  for  it. 
Why  not  consolidate  them  into  one 
manageable  monthly  payment? 
With  interest  rates  at  an  all-time  low, 
you  can  lock  in  a  low  fixed 
rate  and  lower  your 
monthly  note  as  much  as 
50%.  Or,  leave  your 
repayment  terms  intact, 
pay  your  loan  off  early 
and  pocket  the  interest  savings.  With 
no  closing  fees,  credit  checks  or 
income  verification  required,  all  you 
need  to  qualify  for  consolidation  is 
two  or  more  student  loans  in  the 
grace  period  or  in  repayment  status. 


ESF 


EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

The  Planning-and-Paying-for-College 


What's  more,  as  the  Student  Loan 
Consolidation  Lender  of  Choice  for 
Southern  Miss  Alumni,  Education 
Services  Foundation  offers  attractive, 
money-saving  borrower  benefits  to 
those  who  qualify.  These 
industry-leading  benefits 
include:  a  .25%  interest  rate 
reduction  when  your  monthly 
payment  is  automatically 
deducted  from  your  bank 
account  and  an  additional  1.25% 
reduction  for  36  consecutive  on- 
time  payments.  Give  us  a  call  at 
1.866.542.8033,  or  learn  more  about 
the  advantages  of  consolidation  at 
www.esfweb.com/usm.htm. 


The  Student  Loan  Consolidation 
Lender  of  Choice  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni 

The  lender  for  this  program  is  Mississippi  Higher  Education  Assistance  Corporation. 

Education  Services  Foundation  is  Mississippi's  non-profit  resource  for  free 
college  planning,  scholarships,  low-cost  student  loans  and  student  loan  consolidation. 

www.esfweb.com/usm.htm  •  Toll-free  866.542.8033 


>  2003,  Education  Services  Foundation.  All  rights  reserved 


14.3Tv7.aO 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  •  Fall  2003 


Departments 

6  News  Around  Campus 

10  Calendar  of  Events 

11  Admissions  Update 

12  From  the  Archives 
14  Foundation  News 

17  Sighting  Southern  Stars 

33  Association  News 

40  Athletic  News 

42  Eagle  Club 

43  Snapshots 
45  Class  Notes 

54  Southern  Miss  Traditions 


29 


THE  GIFT  THAT  KEEPS  ON  GIVING 

With  wise  eyes  and  a  sweet,  shy  smile,  Miss  Oseola  McCarty 
looked  more  like  the  grandmother  you'd  visit  on  Sunday  than  a 
major  philanthropist  who  would  donate  a  large  sum  of  money  to  a 
university.  But  Stephanie  Bullock  Ferguson  '01  knows  that  a  giving 
heart  and  good  fortune  come  in  many  forms. 


LIONS  AND  TIGERS  AND  BEARS,  OH  MY! 

Walk-on  alumni,  or  supporters  who  did  not  attend  Southern  Miss 
but  love  the  Golden  Eagles  and  want  to  support  the  university, 
comprise  an  ever-increasing  fan  base. 


ONE  UNIVERSITY,  ONE  RING 

The  Alumni  Association,  in  conjunction  with  the  University 
Bookstore,  unveiled  the  university's  official  ring  in  a  ceremony  on 
October  30  at  the  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration  Building. 
The  creation  of  the  official  ring  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Alumni 
Association's  plan  for  building  and  recording  traditions. 


HELP  KNOWS  NO  BOUNDARIES 

Faculty  and  students  from  the  School  of  Nursing  headed  off  to 
opposite  points  on  the  globe  in  October,  but  they  shared  the  same 
humanitarian  focus. 


A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Southern  Miss'  International  Student  and  Scholar  Services  and 
English  Language  Institute  are  dedicated  to  recruiting  and  serving 
the  university's  foreign  student  population  and  play  an  important 
role  in  their  lives. 
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Make  a  Permanent  Connection 

Forge  a  lifelong  link  to  your  alma  mater  by  becoming  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Alumni  Association.  In  addition  to  assuring  your  connection 
with  the  University,  a  Life  Membership  qualifies  your  USM-bound 
children  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver  (subject  to  University  guide- 
lines), entitles  you  to  a  Life  Membership  plaque,  and  helps  fund  pro- 
grams that  benefit  the  University  and  the  Southern  Miss  community. 


AS  I  REFLECT  ON  THE  INSTITUTIONS 
AND  INDIVIDUALS  THAT  HAVE  HELPED  ME 
TO  SUCCEED  IN  MY  CAREER,  I  CANNOT 
HELP     BUT     PLACE     THE     UNIVERSITY     OF 

Southern    Mississippi   at   the    top.    I 

WAS  GIVEN  AN  EXCELLENT  EDUCATION, 
WHICH  BUILT  A  BASE  FOR  ME  TO  MOVE  ON 
TO  LAW  SCHOOL.  I  THEN  TOOK  TO  MY 
YOUNGEST  SON  AARON,  WHO  WILL 
OBTAIN       HIS      UNDERGRADUATE      DEGREE 

from  USM  in  December,  and  he  too  has  had  a  very  positive 
experience  at  the  university  of  southern  mississippi. 
These  reasons  and  many  more  instill  in  me  a  desire  to 
give  back  to  my  university.  one  of  the  greatest  ways  of 
giving  back  and  helping  usm  is  to  become  a  life  member 
of  the  Alumni  Association." 


IRA  J.    MlDDLEBERG   '70 

Attorney,  Middleberg,  Riddle  &  Gianna 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  office,  601-266-5013. 


HOME 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

As  I  rushed  through  the  front  door  of  the  Honor  House  one  day  recently,  1  quickly  scooped  up  my  daily  stack  of  mail  from 
the  Foundation's  executive  secretary,  Pamela  Brewer.  In  the  pile  were  memos  and  reminders  of  early  afternoon  meetings, 
phone  messages,  voice  mail  messages  and  e-mails  that  needed  to  be  reviewed  and  prioritized.  No  surprises — so  I  thought — 
as  I  made  my  way  to  the  mail  I  had  placed  on  my  desk  earlier.  As  I  opened  one  letter,  several  guesses  came  to  mind  as  to  its 
contents.  Perhaps  it  was  a  letter  from  one  of  our  Honor  Club  members  requesting  information,  or  from  an  alumnus  seek- 
ing ways  in  which  to  endow  a  scholarship.  Perhaps  it  concerned  any  number  of  businesses-related  issues  that  come  through 
here  on  a  weekly  basis. 

Had  I  been  more  focused  on  observing  the  handwritten  envelope,  I  would  have  noticed  the  return  address  was  from  on  cam- 
pus. Enclosed,  I  found  a  one -page  handwritten  letter  addressed  to  the  Foundation.  Simple  in  its  message,  the  letter  was  pro- 
foundly moving  in  what  it  represented  regarding  the  very  essence  of  the  Foundations  existence.  With  permission  from  the 
author,  the  letter  follows  for  all  our  readers  of  The  Talon.  I  hope  it  touches  you  as  deeply  as  it  did  me. 

Dear  Mr.  Ryan, 

My  name  is  Danielle  Prejean,  and  I  am  a  Burns  Presidential  Scholar  from  Sulphur,  La.  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  you  for  making  my  scholarship  possible.  I  realize  that  the  Honors  College  was  only  able  to 
offer  me  this  amazing  opportunity  because  people  like  you  support  academic  excellence  at  Southern  Miss.  I  would 
like  to  tell  you  a  little  about  the  impact  my  scholarship  has  had  on  me. 

I  am  currently  a  senior  sociology  and  journalism  major.  I  plan  to  graduate  in  May  and  continue  on  to  graduate 
school  in  sociology.  Right  now,  I  am  applying  to  graduate  schools  and  seriously  thinking  about  the  cost  of  atten- 
dance. It  takes  a  great  load  off  my  mind  to  know  that  I  have  no  student  loans  from  my  undergraduate  education 
because  of  the  Presidential  Scholarship.  I  am  free  to  attend  any  graduate  school  that  I  choose  without  major  con- 
cerns associated  with  cost  because  the  only  debt  I  will  have  to  worry  about  is  the  debt  from  graduate  school. 

Secondly,  without  this  scholarship  I  would  probably  not  have  attended  USM  in  the  first  place.  My  mother  told 
me  early  in  high  school  that  I  had  to  be  financially  independent  where  college  was  concerned.  With  the  T.O.PS. 
program  in  Louisiana,  1  had  college  paid  for  near  my  hometown  at  McNeese  State  University.  While  McNeese  is 
a  good  school,  there  were  many  more  academic  opportunities  available  to  me  at  Southern  Miss.  The  Honors 
College  has  given  me  a  valuable,  well-rounded  education  and  some  inspirational  faculty  at  Southern  Miss  have 
shown  me  that  sociology  is  what  I  am  meant  to  do.  I  am  very  grateful  that  my  scholarship  allowed  me  to  attend 
college  here. 

Thirdly,  my  Presidential  Scholarship  allowed  me  to  spend  a  semester  in  England  studying  at  Keele  University. 
My  scholarship  paid  for  my  tuition  and  room  and  board  at  Keele,  and  the  additional  financial  aid  I  received  paid 
for  my  other  expense,  including  travel.  Without  this  scholarship,  my  family  could  not  have  paid  for  me  to  study 
abroad.  While  I  was  gone,  I  learned  to  adapt  to  a  different  educational  environment,  I  began  to  better  understand 
and  appreciate  the  American  culture,  and  I  was  allowed  to  visit  four  different  countries  and  see  things  I  only 
dreamed  of.  The  impact  of  this  experience  on  my  life  has  been  great  and  will  be  greater  as  I  continue  through  life. 
Once  again  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  making  this  scholarship  available  to  me  and  to  other  students  in 
the  future.  I  really  cannot  express  in  words  the  life  altering  effect  the  scholarship  has  had  on  me.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 
Danielle  Prejean 

Every  time  I  read  this  letter  something  new  grabs  my  attention.  What  is  consistent  is  the  importance  of  our  donors  who  step 
up  to  help  financially  challenged  and  struggling  Southern  Miss  students.  So  many  students  who  preceded  Ms.  Prejean  have 
been  helped  by  the  generosity  of  alumni,  friend  and  supporters  of  endowments  now  in  existence.  Although  the  past  three 
years  have  negatively  impacted  our  country  in  many  ways — including  foundations  at  virtually  every  university  throughout 
our  nation — Southern  Miss  students  are  fortunate  that  many  can  still  benefit  by  existing  scholarships  at  your  Foundation. 

What  continues  to  drive  your  staff  at  the  USM  Foundation  and  the  Administrative  Leadership  Team  at  Southern  Miss  is  our 
understanding  of  how  many  more  Danielle  Prejeans,  now  and  in  years  to  come,  might  not  be  able  to  attend  our  beloved 
Southern  Miss  because  of  our  inability  to  financially  assist  them.  Students  are  our  reason  for  being.  I  consider  myself  fortu- 
nate to  work  around  such  dedicated  faculty  and  staff  who  are  committed  to  helping  all  of  our  young  adults. 

Given  this  wonderful  opportunity  to  address  you  as  we  approach  the  final  weeks  of  the  2003  year,  I  would  be  remiss  not 
asking  you  to  consider  making  end-of-year  contributions  focused  for  tax  deductions  to  the  USM  Foundation.  Donations 
made  through  December  3 1  will  be  recorded  for  the  2003  tax  year.  Your  gift  is  more  cntical  than  ever  as  we  near  the  end  of 
the  comprehensive  campaign  on  June  30,  2004.  Initiate  a  gift  or  explore  giving  options  by  contacting  us  at  the  USM 
Foundation,  Box  10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  phone  (601)  266-5602  or  e-mail  me  at  Tim.Ryan@usm.edu.  Your  gift  will 
literally  change  lives. 


/ 


tilt 


Tim  Ryan 

Executive  director,  USM  Foundation 
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NEWS 


Nursing  Student  Gets  Support  from  Fellow  Classmates 


Life  was  going  along  as  planned  for  39- 
year-old  Lisa  Meredith  until  she  found  out 
she  had  breast  cancer. 

Meredith,  who  would  have  been  a  sen- 
ior nursing  student  this  year  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast,  was  diagnosed  with  stage-3  breast 
cancer  m  July  and  started  treatment  in 
\  /    August 

I     \         I        "The  devastating  diagnosis  of  breast  cancer 

has  hit  one  of  our  own  nursing  students," 
said  Dr.  Linda  Mignor,  former  coordinator  of  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf 
Coast  nursing  program  and  associate  professor  who  recently  retired. 

Meredith,  a  student  in  the  2004  graduating  class,  will  not  be  able 
to  attend  classes  this  academic  year.  Instead,  she  will  be  undergoing 
radiation  therapy,  chemotherapy  and  surgery. 

"We  fully  expect  Lisa  to  return  to  school  next  fall  with  the  class 
of  2005,"  said  Mignor.  'Many  college  students  fall  within  the  53 
million  people  in  the  United  States  who  are  uninsured,  and  Lisa  is 
no  exception." 

In  her  plan  to  become  a  registered  nurse,  Meredith  chose  to  make 
studying  her  primary  focus  during  nursing  school  and  therefore  was 
not  employed  full  time.  This  choice  left  her  without  medical  insur- 
ance, and  due  to  other  roadblocks,  she  is  currently  unable  to  secure 
state  assistance. 


In  order  to  help  her  with  medical  expenses,  her  friends  and  class- 
mates of  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Student  Nurses'  Association 
have  stepped  up  to  the  plate. 

A  yard  sale  fund-raiser  was  held  at  the  Biloxi  Town  Green.  All  pro- 
ceeds benefited  Meredith. 

The  Student  Nurses'  Association  has  also  set  up  an  account  at  the 
USM  Federal  Credit  Union  in  Merediths  name  for  those  who  would 
like  to  make  a  donation.  The  credit  union  is  located  at  730  East  Beach 
Blvd.,  Long  Beach,  Miss.,  39560.  Donors  can  also  contact  the  Credit 
Union  by  calling  (228)  867-8786  to  transfer  funds. 

One  of  the  nursing  students  aiding  in  this  process  is  Jennifer  Good, 
a  senior  nursing  major  of  Biloxi. 

"I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  school  with  Lisa  for  the  past 
year,"  said  Good.  "Lisa  is  a  hardworking,  dedicated  and  intelligent 
individual  with  a  passion  for  nursing.  Lisa  loves  helping  people, 
which  is  just  one  of  the  many  reasons  why  I  and  everyone  else  who 
knows  Lisa  want  to  help  her  in  her  time  of  need.  I  can  say  for  myself 
and  on  behalf  of  those  I  attend  school  with  that  we  are  thankful  to  the 
community  for  their  support  and  prayers." 

Meredith  lives  in  Biloxi  with  her  husband,  Rick;  daughter, 
Shawnda,  20;  sons,  Harley,  18;  and  Vincent,  16;  2-month-old  grand- 
son, Dominick;  and  her  mother-in-law,  Bobby. 

"I  don't  know  how  I  am  ever  going  to  repay  everyone  for  their  love 
and  generosity,"  Meredith  said.  "I  just  hope  that  this  experience  will 
help  me  be  a  better  nurse  and  help  others.  Thank  you  to  all." 


University  Administrates  Grant  to  Create  'Digital  Library'  of  Civil  Rights  History 


Southern  Miss  will  administer  a  $463,322  grant  awarded  to 
USM  Libraries  for  a  collaborative  project  that  will  result  in  the 
world's  largest  online  educational  resource  on  the  African- 
American  civil  rights  movement. 

In  a  collaboration  with  Delta  State  University,  Jackson  State 
University,  Tougaloo  College,  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Archives  and  History  and  the  University  of  Mississippi,  the 
Mississippi  Digital  Library  Program  will  result  in  the  digitization  of 
at  least  10,000  pages/images  over  two  years  of  production. 

The  project,  funded  with  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum 
and  Library  Services  (IMLS),  will  create  research-quality  digital  col- 
lections of  letters,  diaries,  photographs,  state  and  organizational 
records,  oral  histories  and  other  primary  sources  that  provide  first- 
hand documentation  of  one  of  the  most  far-reaching  social  move- 
ments in  United  States  history  in  a  state  that  became  a  focal  point 
in  the  struggle  over  America's  racial  dilemma. 

"This  more  extensive  collaboration  among  some  of  the  states 
academic  institutions  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  form  lasting  part- 
nerships that  will  pave  the  way  for  an  expansion  of  access  to  other 
cultural  materials  as  well,"  said  Diane  DeCesare  Ross,  digitization 
librarian  at  Southern  Miss. 

Currently,  collections  of  civil  rights  materials  in  Mississippi 
are  dispersed  in  archives  separated  by  as  much  as  250  miles. 
Digital  technology  offers  Mississippi  an  opportunity  to  bring 
these  important  resources  together  in  a  statewide  digital 
archive  to  support  education  and  research  in  Mississippi's  K-12 


schools,  community  colleges  and  universities  as  well  as  on  a 
global  scale. 

The  program  plans  to  deliver  digital  reproductions  of  original 
documents  to  classrooms,  libraries  and  desktops  via  the  Internet 
and  will  create  the  raw  material  from  which  educators  can  build 
lesson  plans  and  activities,  college  and  university  students  can 
research  term  papers,  and  citizens  in  Mississippi  and  elsewhere 
may  engage  in  lifelong  learning  in  more  informal  settings.  The 
finding  aid  component  of  the  project  will  provide  comprehensive 
intellectual  control  for  Mississippi's  civil  rights  collections  for  the 
first  time. 

"This  is  another  example  of  our  library  staff's  ingenuity,"  said 
Southern  Miss  Hattiesburg  Provost  Dr.  Tim  Hudson.  "The  digitiza- 
tion of  these  resources  will  ultimately  enhance  the  ability  of  edu- 
cators and  students  to  access  information  and  conduct  research  on 
an  important  aspect  of  Mississippi  history." 

The  project  builds  on  the  success  of  the  Civil  Rights  in  Mississippi 
Digital  Archive  project  at  Southern  Miss  (supported  by  IMLS  in 
2001)  and  the  Civil  Rights  Era  in  Mississippi  digital  audio  preserva- 
tion project,  a  collaboration  among  the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  Tougaloo  College,  and  the  Southern  Miss 
Center  for  Oral  History  and  Cultural  Heritage.  "These  projects  have 
already  shown  us  that  there  is  a  large,  potentially  global,  audience  for 
Mississippi's  civil  rights  materials,"  Ross  said. 

The  Civil  Rights  in  Mississippi  Digital  Archive  can  be  accessed 
online  at  www.lib.usm.edu/~spcol/crda/index.html. 
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Center  for  Community  and  Economic  Development  Plays  Key  Role  in  Job  Creation 


■  Research  conducted  by  the  university's  Center  for  Community 
and  Economic  Development  (CCED)  recently  played  an  integral 
role  in  bringing  a  new  major  employer  to  the  town  of  Leakesville. 

Leakesville  is  the  county  seat  of  Greene  County,  and  has  a  pop- 
ulation of  approximately  1,200.  The  town  will  soon  be  home  to  a 
new  Value  Line  Industries  furniture  manufacturing  facility  thanks 
to  a  team  recruitment  effort  in  which  the  CCED  participated. 

The  CCED's  role  in  helping  bring  Arkansas-based  Value  Line 
Industries  to  this  small  town  on  the  edge  of  the  Hattiesburg  trade 
area  was  providing  employment  and  tax  revenue  projections. 

CCED  Director  Mark  Goodman  said  that  showing  local  and  state 
officials  the  potential  impact  of  this  new  employer  helped  them  in 
their  efforts  to  recruit  Value  Line  to  the  area. 

"We  were  able  to  put  something  together  that  showed  them  how 
many  jobs  would  be  created,  and  that  in  turn  allowed  them  to 
decide  on  the  benefits  and  incentives  they  could  offer  Value  Line 
Industries  to  move  to  Leakesville.  The  purpose  here  was  to  show 
the  worth  of  the  company  to  the  area." 

The  CCED  study  projected  that  Value  Line  Industries  will  cre- 
ate approximately  125  jobs  directly,  and  up  to  another  110  jobs 
indirectly,  through  its  impact  on  the  Leakesville  area  and  sur- 
rounding communities. 


CCED  representatives  worked  with  local  and  state  economic 
development  officials  in  making  presentations  to  the  company  as  it 
was  being  courted. 

Goodman  said  when  Southern  Miss  is  involved  in  a  project  like 
this,  the  support  services  the  university  makes  available  are  always 
appealing  to  the  business  in  question. 

"It  comforts  them  when  the  university  is  behind  it,  because  we 
offer  so  many  resources,"  Goodman  said,  "especially  since 
Southern  Miss  tends  to  place  as  much  focus  as  it  does  on  econom- 
ic development." 

Another  Southern  Miss  resource,  the  Lean  Enterprise  Center 
(LEC),  is  also  played  a  role  in  the  Value  Line  recruitment.  Located 
on  Southern  Miss'  Gulf  Park  campus,  the  LEC  specializes  in  Lean 
Manufacturing,  which  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Toyota 
Production  System. 

This  system  is  an  operations  management  strategy  that  strives  to 
eliminate  waste  throughout  the  production  stream,  thus  reducing 
cost  and  overhead. 

For  the  CCED,  the  recent  activities  in  Leakesville  are  part  of  a 
continuing  focus  on  providing  decision-making  support  to  eco- 
nomic development  entities. 


Thames  to  Spend  One-on-One  Time  with  Students 

Tuesdays  at  2  with  Thames 

President  Dr.  Shelby  Thames  will  spend 
one  Tuesday  of  every  month  listening  and 
talking  with  students  in  their  own  environ- 
ment. Since  September,  Dr.  Thames  has 
been  spending  some  one-on-one  time  with 
students  at  Seymours  Grill,  fielding  ques- 
tions, listening  to  student  issues  and  talk- 
ing about  opportunities  at  Southern  Miss. 

"I  hope  our  students  will  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity," 
said  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul. 

Student  Body  President  Jared  Loftus  talked  with  Dr.  Thames 
about  finding  a  way  to  bring  him  into  the  students'  territory.  "I 
wanted  other  students  to  feel  comfortable  interacting  with  Dr. 
Thames,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  received  better  if  he  came 
to  them  rather  than  them  making  an  appointment  to  come  to 
his  office,"  Loftus  said.  "Some  students  can  be  intimidated  in 
that  setting,  and  I  want  students  to  get  to  know  Dr.  Thames 
like  I  do." 

"Our  students  are  the  No.  1  reason  we're  here,"  Thames 
explained.  "I  need  their  input  so  that  we  make  decisions  in  their 
best  interest.  To  do  that,  we  need  to  talk  to  them  about  their  con- 
cerns, answer  their  questions  and  listen  to  their  needs." 

"I'm  excited  about  this  opportunity,"  he  added.  "Our  students 
should  be  focused  on  academics  rather  than  making  an  appoint- 
ment to  meet  with  me.  This  makes  it  easy  for  them  and  for  me." 


University  Receives  $250K  Grant  to  Fund 
Deaf-Blind  Training 


■  The  university  received  a  $250,000  grant  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education  to  tram  personnel  from  across  the  state  to 
work  with  deaf-blind  students. 

The  grant,  announced  recently  by  U.S.  Rep.  Gene  Taylor  CD- 
Miss.),  will  help  fund  the  five-year  statewide  project,  which  will 
prepare  up  to  60  people  through  a  master's  degree  program  in 
severe  disabilities  with  emphasis  in  dual  sensor}-  impairment.  The 
master's  will  satisfy  state  agency  certification  requirements  for  work- 
ing directly  with  or  supervising  personnel  working  with  individuals 
with  multiple  disabilities.  These  personnel  will  also  be  qualified  to 
lead  future  training  of  paraeducators  at  one  ol  the  state's  15  com- 
munity colleges. 

"The  need  is  tremendous,"  said  Dr.  Linda  McDowell,  administra- 
tive director  of  the  Mississippi  Deaf-Blind  Project,  which  is  housed 
in  the  Southern  Miss  Department  ot  Curriculum.  Instruction  and 
Special  Education.  "Students  in  Mississippi  identified  as  deaf-blind 
are  scattered  throughout  the  state,  and  often  are  the  only  (deaf- 
blind)  child  in  a  particular  count}-.  Their  teachers  need  the  special- 
ized training  and  support  proposed  in  this  project  in  order  to  be 
able  to  best  serve  these  children." 

The  60  personnel  completing  the  master's  degree  will  work  in  a 
variety  of  capacities,  including  providing  direct  and  related  services 
tor  school  and  transition  age  students  and  families,  as  well  as  con- 
sultation to  parents  and  other  professionals  associated  with  state 
agencies,  private  providers  and  the  Choctaw  Nation. 
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NASA  Awards  $3  million  to  Geospatial  Center 

NASA  has  awarded  a  $3  million  grant  to  build  the  university's  capability  for  applying  remote  sensing 
technologies  to  coastal  zone  research  and  management. 

President  Shelby  Thames  announced  that  the  two-year  grant  will  fund  continued  development  of  the 
Gulf  Coast  Geospatial  Center,  a  research  program  and  data  warehouse  established  last  year  with  the  sup- 
port of  the  NASA  Earth  Science  Applications  Directorate  at  Stennis  Space  Center. 

The  geospatial  center  is  located  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  in  Ocean  Springs. 
"A  major  component  of  the  center's  mission  is  to  train  students  and  researchers  in  the  use  of  geospa- 
tial technologies,"  Thames  said.  "This  opportunity  ensures  that  our  students  and  faculty  will  remain  on 
the  cutting  edge  of  this  rapidly  evolving  field." 

With  physical  facilities,  hardware  and  personnel  now  in  place,  the  center  will  focus  on  acquiring 
geospatial  data  primarily  related  to  Mississippi's  coastal  region,  starting  up  the  research  component  of  the 
program  and  expanding  efforts  to  equip  researchers,  students,  resource  managers  and  planners  with  the 
tools  available  through  geospatial  sciences. 
Principal  investigators  for  the  program  are  Dr.  William  E.  Hawkins,  professor  of  coastal  sciences  and  executive  director  of  the  GCRL, 
and  Dr.  Cecil  Burge,  associate  vice  president  of  research  and  technology  transfer. 

Hawkins  said  scientific  personnel  at  the  geospatial  center  will  continue  development  and  teaching  of  Southern  Miss  courses  in  applied 
geospatial  sciences  this  fall. 

The  center  and  NASA  are  also  organizing  a  conference  that  will  bring  to  the  coast  the  latest  information  on  geographical  information 
technologies. 


Karnes  Honored  at  State  and  National  Levels 

■  Dr.  Frances  Karnes,  director  of  the  Frances  Karnes 
Center  for  Gifted  Studies,  has  recently  been  honored  at 
the  state  and  national  levels  for  her  expertise  and  contri- 
butions to  gifted  education. 

Karnes  was  named  one  of  the  50  leading  business- 
women in  the  state  for  2003  by  the  Mississippi  Business 
Journal.  In  addition  to  serving  as  director  of  the  center, 
she  is  a  professor  of  curriculum,  instruction  and  special 
education  at  Southern  Miss,  and  her  work  in  gifted  education  is  nationally  and 
internationally  recognized. 

Karnes  said  the  designation  from  the  journal  came  on  the  31st  anniversary  of 
her  family's  arrival  in  Hattiesburg.  "I'm  honored  by  this  award  and  want  to 
thank  all  those  who  helped  make  it  possible,  including  the  excellent  staff  I've 
been  fortunate  to  work  with  at  the  center,  along  with  everyone  at  the  universi- 
ty, area  businesses  who  help  us  in  our  efforts  to  deliver  gifted  education  servic- 
es, and  the  thousands  of  supportive  people  across  our  great  state,"  Karnes  said. 

In  addition,  Karnes  was  recently  named  to  the  editorial  board  of  the  Duke 
Gifted  Letter.  The  quarterly  newsletter  for  parents  of  gifted  children  provides 
wide-ranging  feature  stories,  summaries  of  recent  research,  critical  reviews  of 
educational  materials,  articles  addressing  social  and  emotional  issues  and  other 
compelling  topics.  The  newsletter,  which  has  6,000  subscribers,  also  provides 
resources  and  guides  to  help  parents  navigating  the  educational  and  develop- 
mental challenges  and  opportunities  facing  gifted  children  and  youth. 

Dr.  Kristen  Stephens,  one  of  Karnes'  former  doctoral  students,  is  editor-in- 
chief  of  the  newsletter.  "We  are  very  pleased  to  have  her  on  the  board  because 
she  is  one  of  the  most  renowned  experts  in  the  field  of  gifted  studies,"  Stephens 
said.  "She's  always  had  the  ability  to  see  the  gaps  in  research  and  identify  the 
needs  of  gifted  children  and  their  families.  Her  insight,  ideas  and  direction  will 
be  crucial  to  our  publication." 


New  Chief  Financial  Officer  Announced 

■  President  Thames  has  announced  the  appointment 
of  Gregg  Lassen  as  the  chief  financial  officer  for  the 
university. 

"Gregg  has  extensive  work  experience  in  financial 
positions,  making  him  ideally  suited  for  this  role," 
Thames  said.  "He  is  highly  energetic,  articulate,  and 
passionate  about  his  work." 

Lassen  holds  a  bachelor's  degree  and  a  master  of 
business  administration  degree  from  the  University  of 
Wisconsin.  He  also  holds  a  doctor  of  jurisprudence 
from  the  University  of  Houston.  He  has  been  admit- 
ted to  the  state  bars  of  both  Texas  and  Utah.  Lassen  is 
currently  pursuing  his  doctorate  in  international 
development  at  Southern  Miss. 

Lassen  worked  for  BP  Amoco  for  17  years,  serving 
in  a  variety  of  positions  including  assistant  controller, 
senior  auditor,  regulatory  affairs  attorney,  special  proj- 
ect negotiator  and  chief  financial  officer  for  a  division 
of  the  company.  In  addition  to  his  work  with  BP 
Amoco,  he  has  served  as  both  the  college  chair  for 
Graduate  Business  and  Management  for  the  University 
of  Phoenix,  Utah  Campus,  and  as  associate  dean  for 
the  College  of  Graduate  Business  and  Management. 

Lassen  has  served  as  director  and  member  of  the 
executive  committee  of  Children  First  Utah.  He  has 
served  as  a  trustee  and  member  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Southerland  Institute.  He  was  a  member 
of  Leadership  Utah  in  1998  and  president  of  the  Oak 
Ridge  Elementary  Community  Council. 
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'Flying  Boat'  to  Aid  Gulf  of  Mexico  Research 

What  looks  like  a 
cross  between  a  hang 
glider  and  an  inflatable 
boat  will  soon  be  helping 
university  researchers 
learn  more  about  off- 
shore game  fish  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

University  oceanog- 
rapher  Dr.  Vernon 
Asper  recently  demon- 
strated a  new  flying 
boat  intended  to  sup- 
port fisheries  research 
as  well  as  other  projects 
that  require  aerial 
observation.  A  veteran 
pilot,  researcher  and 
professor  of  marine  science,  Asper  put  the  craft  through  its 
paces  near  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory, 
headquarters  for  the  research  to  be  the  first  to  benefit  from  the 
new  apparatus. 

Asper  will  use  the  flying  boat  initially  to  help  GCRL 
researchers  locate  masses  of  sargassum,  a  species  of  brown 
algae  that  floats  in  the  open  gulf  and  serves  as  critical  habitat 
for  juveniles  of  many  important  species  such  as  marlin,  dol- 
phin fish  and  tuna. 

"Fisheries  biologists  at  the  lab  study  these  seaweed  mats  and 
the  fish  that  live  there  in  order  to  learn  about  the  fishes'  life 
cycles,  feeding  habits  and  abundances  in  various  places  and 
seasons,"  Asper  said. 

Asper  and  colleagues  will  transport  the  aircraft  to  gulf 
study  sites  on  the  deck  of  the  research  vessel  Tommy  Munro. 
Asper  will  search  an  area  within  10-15  miles  of  the  ship, 
determine  the  exact  position  of  the  seaweed  by  Global 
Positioning  System  (GPS)  and  transmit  the  positions  to  the 
ship  using  a  marine  radio. 

The  flying  inflatable  boat  (FIB)  is  a  commercial  product  built 
by  Polaris  Motor  in  Italy.  Asper  said  that  although  more  than 
1,300  are  in  use  worldwide,  only  a  few  are  used  for  research. 

"One  is  used  for  coral  reef  surveys  in  Aldabra,  an  island 
group  in  the  Indian  Ocean  north  of  Madagascar,  and  they've 
been  used  for  releasing  sea  turtles  offshore,"  he  said.  "Like 
small  boats,  they  are  mostly  used  for  recreation,  although  I 
don't  find  it  all  that  recreational." 

Asper s  research  group  acquired  the  $23,000  boat  through 
self-generated  funds. 

"No  state  funds  were  used,"  he  said.  "This  is  an  example  of 
an  excellent  use  of  self-generated  funds  to  support  research 
in  the  gulf." 


University  Featured  on  Discovery  Channel 
Broadcast 

■  "Champions  of  Industry:  Spotlight  on  Education"  featured 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  as  a  part  of  a  30- 
minute  paid  program,  produced  by  Pat  Summerall 
Productions,  to  be  broadcast  on  The  Discover)'  Channel 
Network. 

"Champions  of  Industry"  has  featured  excellence  in  busi- 
ness practices  for  the  last  eight  years.  Hundreds  of  compa- 
nies have  attained  "Champions"  status  because  of  their 
integrity,  ingenuity  and  proven  leadership  in  their  respective 
industries. 

Southern  Miss  was  chosen  by  Pat  Summerall  Productions 
to  be  the  first  segment  to  be  profiled  in  this  education- 
focused  "Champions  of  Industry"  program. 

"We  went  through  an  interview  process  before  being  select- 
ed," said  President  Shelby  Thames. 

According  to  a  spokesperson  for  the  company,  Pat 
Summerall  Productions  selected  the  university  because  of 
"the  energy  and  drive  it  devotes  to  its  research  and  economic 
development  effort." 

"The  results  have  brought  significant  benefit  to  the  univer- 
sity's and  the  states  economic  growth.  Additionally  we  were 
delighted  to  find  their  marine  sciences  program  has  a  nation- 
al and  international  reputation  far  beyond  that  which  our 
own  research  uncovered,"  said  a  spokesperson  for  Pat 
Summerall  Productions. 

The  show  featuring  Southern  Miss  aired  as  a  paid  program 
in  October  on  The  Discovery  Channel. 

"This  is  great  exposure  for  Southern  Miss  with  a  man  who 
has  a  great  national  and  international  recognition  and  repu- 
tation," Thames  said.  "In  addition  to  the  national  exposure 
for  the  university  through  the  broadcast,  we  will  be  able  to 
use  the  piece  for  recruitment  of  top  quality  faculty,  staff  and 
students.  We  expect  that  it  will  also  be  a  great  tool  for  us  to 
use  when  talking  with  businesses  interested  in  partnering 
with  us  for  economic  development  opportunities." 
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All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  at  alumni@usm.edu,  or  call  (601)  266-5013.  Please  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com/events.htm  for  the  most  up-to-date 
calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Southern  Miss  campus  unless  otherwise  noted. 


13-28     Museum  of  Art  presents 
"Department  of  Art  Faculty 
Exhibition" 
Free  admission 

25         Hattiesburg 

Southern  Arts  Bass 

Quintet  Concert 

Free  admission 

6  p.m.  /  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 

25         Choral  Concert 
Free  admission 

7:30  p.m.  /  Mannoni  Performing 
Arts  Center  Auditorium 

25         Lady  Eagle  basketball  vs. 
Louisiana-Monroe 
5:30  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 


29         Greenville,  N.C. 

Southern  Miss  football 
vs.  East  Carolina 
1  p.m. 


29         Lady  Eagle  basketball  vs. 
McNeese  State 
7  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 



4  Symphony  Orchestra  Season 

Concert,  Handel's  Messiah 
For  tickets,  call  (601)  266-5418 
7:30  p.m.  /  Bennett  Auditorium 

4-16       Museum  of  Art  presents 
"2003  Senior  Show" 
Opening  reception: 
December  4,  4-6  p.m. 
Free  admission 

4-6        Studio  115  Dance  Concert 

For  tickets,  call  (601)  266-5418 
7:30  p.m.  /  Theatre  and  Dance 
Building  Studio 


6-7    Hattiesburg 

Rhythms  of 

Christmas  Concert, 

featuring  Southern 

Miss  percussion 

ensembles 

For  tickets,  call  (601)  266-5418 

7:30  p.m.  /  Saenger  Theatre 


17         Southern  Miss  basketball  vs. 
Georgia  Southern 
7  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 



4  Southern  Miss  basketball  vs. 

New  Orleans 
2  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 

7  Lady  Eagle  basketball  vs. 

New  Orleans 
7  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 
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Lady  Eagle  basketball 

vs.  Tulane 

7  p.m.  /  Reed  Green 

Coliseum 


10         Southern  Miss  basketball  vs. 
Memphis 
4  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 

10  2004  USMAA  Chapter 
Leadership  Conference 
9  a.m.  /  Payne  Center 

11  Southern  Miss  basketball  vs.  UAB 
7  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 

16         Lady  Eagle  basketball  vs.  Charlotte 
7  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 

18         Lady  Eagle  basketball  vs. 
East  Carolina 
2:30  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 

18         Southern  Miss  basketball  vs. 
Houston 
7  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 

21         Southern  Miss  basketball  vs. 
Charlotte 
4  p.m.  /  Reed  Green  Coliseum 


24         Alumni  Association 
Board  of 

Directors  meeting 
TimeTBA/ 
Payne  Center 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI- 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 

How  well  do  you  know  your  alma  mater? 
Test  your  USM  knowledge  to  find  out. 


1.  What  football  game  has  been  coined  "The 
Battle  for  the  Bell?" 

2.  What  former  Southern  Miss  punter  was  the 
first  punter  taken  in  the  first  round  of  the 
draft,  was  selected  to  the  Pro  Bowl  seven 
times,  and  won  three  Super  Bowls? 

3.  In  what  year  was  the  Payne  Center,  Southern 
Miss'  fitness  and  recreation  facility,  built? 

4.  To  whom  was  Southern  Miss'  first  athletic 
field  dedicated? 

Answers  on  page  45 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

7Ae  ffrttte  &4 JWfczizzippi 

MARCHING  BAND 

Adopt-A-Uniform  Campaign  2003 

j^St^-gif-,^     Your  financial  support 

^^|J     ,  -  i         by  adopting  a  uniform 

;>•-       ^\m       f°r  $300   will   ensure 

W  F  ^  proper    maintenance    of 

mk&/          your  uniform,  support  the 

For  more 
information 

^^^d       purchase  of  complementary 

about  adopt- 

■   uniforms  for  the  color  guard  and 

ing  one  of  our 

^^^B '    Dixie  Darlings,  and  other  neces- 

new  Pride 
uniforms  call 

■    sary  aspects  of  maintaining  a 

the  College  of 

■     top-notch  marchinq  band. 

Arts  and 

H   ■ 

Letters  at 

H 

(601)  266- 

■            Your  name  will  be  embroidered 

5922. 

■           into  your  adopted  uniform. 

AA/EOE/ADAI 
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Making  Tracks 


By  Mathew  A.  Cox,  Director  of  Recruitment  Operations 


u 


How  Does  It  Feel?" 


How  does  it  feel  to  be  alumni,  supporters  and  iriends  of  the 
largest  university  in  the  state  of  Mississippi? 

As  you  may  have  already  heard,  Southern  Miss  took  its  place  as  the 
largest  university  in  Mississippi  with  a  record  student  enrollment  of 
16,662  for  the  fall  2003  semester.  While  I  can't  tell  you  specifically 
why  each  of  our  students  chose  your  alma  mater,  I  can  tell  you  with 
confidence  that  two  factors  always  play  a  part. 

The  first  is  that  more  students  are  choosing  Southern  Miss  because 
of  the  reputation  of  our  academic  programming  and  our  outstanding 
faculty.  A  university  doesn't  earn  a  spot  as  one  of  the  top  150  research 
extensive  universities  in  the  country  without  having  top  programs, 
teachers  and  researchers. 

The  other  reason  is  what  I  call  the  "fit  factor"  -  that  gut  feeling  stu- 
dents rely  on  to  make  their  final  decision.  It  can  become  quite  com- 
plicated, this  college  selection  process,  but  in  the  end,  more  than 
16,600  students  determined  at  some  point  during  their  process  that 
Southern  Miss  was  the  right  fit. 

Among  other  things,  our  record  enrollment  confirms  what  many  of 
you  already  knew:  Southern  Miss  is  a  warm  and  inviting  place  where 
students  can  engage  in  the  best  in  academics,  organizations,  athletics, 
and  the  arts  in  a  manner  that  makes  them  feel  good.  It  should  make 
you  feel  good  as  well. 

As  an  encore,  Dr.  Thames,  his  administration,  our  faculty,  staff  and 
supporters  intend  on  growing  this  university  to  an  enrollment  of 
20,000  students  in  the  not-so-distant  future.  I've  had  people  pass  me 
on  campus  or  catch  me  at  a  ballgame  and  ask  how  we  in  admissions 


plan  to  pull  that  off.  I'll  tell  you:  There  is  some  good  news,  and  then 
there  is  some  good  news. 

First,  the  good  news  is  that  there  is  not  a  harder  working,  more 
devoted  staff  than  that  the  one  in  the  admissions  office.  Second,  the 
good  news  is  that  it  is  not  just  up  to  the  Office  of  Admissions.  It 
couldn't  be.  Recruitment  and  enrollment  building  is  a  university-  and 
community-wide  effort  in  which  everyone  plays  a  part  and  for  which 
the  whole  university  will  be  responsible. 

The  strategy  for  growth  can  be  very  generally  described  as  a  chair 
with  four  legs.  Think  of  the  chair  seat  as  our  student  enrollment  and 
think  of  the  chair  legs  that  support  the  seat  as  tactics  that  support 
enrollment.  One  leg  will  certainly  be  traditional  steady  growth  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus  such  as  we've  had  over  the  past  decade.  The  sec- 
ond leg  will  be  significant  growth  on  the  Gulf  Coast  campus  that  now 
admits  freshmen.  The  third  leg  will  be  increased  retention  rates 
among  currently  enrolled  students,  with  freshmen  being  targeted 
specifically  by  our  Freshman  Year  Experience  Office.  The  fourth  leg 
supporting  our  growth  will  come  from  offering  our  nontraditional 
population  the  opportunity  to  engage  in  Southern  Miss  coursework 
in  "nontraditional"  ways  using  alternative  programming,  such  as  pos- 
sible night  and  weekend  degree  programs  and  the  continued  expan- 
sion of  our  online  offerings. 

Such  aggressive  enrollment  growth  is  a  lofty  goal  and  a  bold 
move  for  any  institution,  to  be  sure.  But  knowing  the  energy,  atti- 
tude, spirit  and  character  ot  your  alma  matter,  should  you  really  be 
surprised?  5p* 
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Thomas  Percival  Scott: 

A  Man  with  a  Plan 


*/>Br,(finttJBUCsi.         TPScorr,  <7vk 
Editorial  *taff  Xurmal  Saltan  SCnus 


1921  Neka  Camon:  Editorial  staff  of  Normal  College  News 

By  Yvonne  Arnold  '90 

University  Archives 

Some  people  seem  destined  to  make  a  dif- 
ference in  their  particular  corner  of  the 
world,  and  Thomas  Percival  "T.  P."  Scott  was 
such  a  person. 

Scott  was  the  first  vice  president  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  serving  in 
that  capacity  from  1912  -  1930.  While  his 
name  may  not  be  a  household  word,  it  was 
largely  through  his  efforts  that  Mississippi 
Normal  College  (now  USM)  was  established. 
For  that  reason,  as  well  as  his  many  other 
contributions  to  the  cause  of  education  in 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Scott  deserves  to  be  remem- 
bered. 

T.  P.  Scott  was  born  April  4,  1868,  in 
Copiah  County,  Miss.,  the  youngest  boy  in  a 
family  of  1 3  children  born  to  Martha  Eveline 
Scott  and  Dr.  Zachariah  James  Scott.  He  grew 
up  on  a  farm  near  Crystal  Springs,  and 
because   public   schools   were   few  and   far 


between,  he  attended  private  schools  near  his 
home  during  the  elementary  and  preparatory 
years.  He  earned  four  degrees  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi:  Bachelor  of  Arts 
(1892),  Bachelor  of  Law  (1896),  Bachelor  of 
Pedagogy  (1899),  and  Master  of  Arts  (1926). 
He  married  the  former  Helen  Jane  Caden  in 
1895,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
sons. 

Except  for  a  brief  stmt  in  a  law  office, 
Scott's  entire  career  was  devoted  to  educa- 
tion. Prior  to  his  association  with  Mississippi 
Normal  College,  he  taught  in  the  graded 
school  at  Wesson,  served  as  faculty  member 
and  principal  at  a  boys'  high  school  in 
Senatobia,  and  was  employed  as  superintend- 
ent of  city  schools  in  Brookhaven  and 
Meridian. 

Between  1900  and  1910,  Scott  served  as 
secretary,  vice  president  and  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Teachers  Association  (MTA). 
Through  his  affiliation  with  the  MTA,  he 
became  involved  in  the  push  to  establish  a 
teacher  training  college  (normal  college).  At 
that  time,  Mississippi  was  the  only  state  in 
the  Union  lacking  such  a  facility.  As  an  MTA 
officer,  Scott  worked  diligently  to  garner  sup- 
port for  a  normal  college,  and  because  of  his 
enthusiasm,  State  Superintendent  of 
Education  J.  N.  Powers 
asked  him  to  spearhead 
the  legislative  fight  for 
passage  of  a  normal  col- 
lege bill. 

Due  to  opposition  in 
the  State  Legislature  (most 
notably  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  House 
Education  Committee, 
Capt.  Frank  Burkitt,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House, 
Col.  Hugh  McQueen 
Street),  a  long  and  diffi- 
cult battle  ensued.  Finally 
in  1910,    House  Bill  No. 


204  (the  Normal  College  Bill)  received  a 
favorable  minority  report  in  the  House 
Education  Committee,  which  meant  that  it 
stood  a  good  chance  of  passage  if  it  could  be 
introduced  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  To  help 
matters  along,  Scott  circulated  letters  to  state 
educators  and  newspaper  editors  urging 
them  to  support  the  bill.  As  a  result,  the 
capitol  was  flooded  with  letters  and  telegrams 
in  support  of  the  bill,  and  with  public  senti- 
ment solidly  behind  it,  the  House  passed  it  by 
a  vote  of  59  to  38.  The  bill  sailed  through  the 
Senate  virtually  unopposed,  and  was  signed 
into  law  by  Gov.  Edmond  E  Noel  on  March 
30,  1910. 

However,  T  P  Scott's  role  in  the  drama  was 
far  from  over.  He  was  appointed  to  the 
Mississippi  Normal  College  Board  of 
Trustees,  serving  as  secretary  of  the  board  and 
of  the  Building  Committee.  In  these  capaci- 
ties, Scott  was  involved  in  all  aspects  of  con- 
structing the  new  college,  including  selection 
of  Hattiesburg  as  the  site,  clearing  the  land  of 
unsightly  stumps,  choosing  the  architect,  and 
overseeing  completion  of  the  first  buildings, 
including  the  vice  president's  home,  where  he 
and  his  family  lived  from  1912  -  1930. 

When  Joseph  Anderson  Cook  was  selected 
as  the  school's  first  president  in  1911,  he 


1922  Neka  Camon:  Vice  President's  House 
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1922  Neka  Camon:  Blue  Ridge  Club 

chose  Scott  as  vice  president  and  head  of  the 
mathematics  department.  It  was  Scott  who 
organized  the  curriculum  and  wrote  the  first 
bulletin.  He  also  wrote  subsequent  bulletins, 
edited  the  weekly  newspaper,  Normal 
College  News,  and  was  instrumental  in  gain- 
ing accreditation  for  State  Teachers  College 
(the  school's  name  from  1924  -  1940)  by  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Secondary  Schools  in  1929.  In  addition,  he 
introduced  golf  as  a  sport  at  STC,  and  helped 
lay  out  the  first  golf  course. 

In  1928,  President  Joe  Cook  was  fired  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees  at  the  behest  of  Gov. 
Theodore  G.  Bilbo.  Shortly  thereafter,  Scott 
also  became  the  target  of  Bilbos  animosity. 
Existing  records  provide  no  explanation  for 
the  governors  hostility,  but  in  1930  he 
demanded  the  resignations  of  three  board 
members  who  refused  to  dismiss  Scott.  The 
board  voted,  instead,  to  demote  Scott  from 
vice  president  to  registrar,  and  an  angry  Bilbo 
threatened  to  "clean  out  STC  from  cellar  to 
garret,"  unless  Scott  resigned.  So,  in  order  to 
stem  the  tide  of  chaos  that  threatened  to 
destroy  the  school,  Scott  submitted  his  resig- 
nation to  President  Claude  Bennett  on  August 
23,  1930. 

After  leaving  State  Teachers  College,  Scott 
taught  mathematics  at  colleges  in  Tennessee, 
Kentucky  and  Alabama,  and  served  as  regis- 
trar and  faculty  member  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  until  his  retirement  in  1936.  He 
spent  the  final  years  of  his  life  in  Gulfport, 
where  he  died  on  May  10,  1949. 

Scott  has  been  described  as  reserved,  but 
warmhearted,  with  a  deep  love  for  his  fellow 
man.  He  would  fight  to  the  finish  for  a  cause 
or  an  individual  in  whom  he  believed.   On  at 


least  two  occasions  he  defended  students 
who  were  accused  of  serious  wrongdoing, 
because  he  believed  in  their  innocence  in 
spite  of  circumstantial  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary. In  one  instance,  a  student  was  accused 
of  stealing  a  watch  left  in  a  restroom  by 
another  student.  The  accused  claimed  to  be 
innocent,  however,  and  because  Scott 
believed  him,  he  was  allowed  to  remain  in 
school  and  was  not  branded  a  thief.  Later, 
when  repair  work  was  being  done  in  the  rest- 
room,  the  watch  was  discovered  -  behind  the 
sink,  where  it  had  fallen  years  ago. 

In  another  case,  two  students  were 
accused  of  robbing  a  streetcar  motorman. 
Mr.  Scott  believed  in  their  innocence  and 
successfully  defended  them  in  court.  The 
real  bandits  were  caught  sometime  later, 
removing  any  doubts  that  may  have  lingered 
regarding  the  students. 

The   esteem   in   which 
Scott  was  held  by 
his   peers   is   evi- 
denced in  an  abun- 
dance    of     verbal 
tributes.    An  article 
about      Mississippi 
Normal   College   in 
the    November    14, 
1911,    issue    of    The 
Meridian   Star  said, 
"It    will    be    remem- 
bered  that   Professor 
Scott  is  credited  with 
having  done  more  than 
any  other  man  in  the 
state  to  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  authoriz- 
ing the  establishment  of 
this  college."     In  1950, 


former  president  Claude  Bennett  descnbed 
him  as  the  "balance  wheel"  in  the  operation 
of  State  Teachers  College,  as  well  as  a  tireless 
worker  who  often  remained  in  his  office  late 
at  night.  John  Rundle,  vice  chairman  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Senate  Education 
Committee,  said  in  1951,  "T.  P.  Scott  was  the 
epitome  of  all  that  characterizes  an  ideal 
school  man."  He  further  described  him  as 
"the  soul  of  honor,  ...fearless,  courageous, 
and  never  sought  special  or  political  favor." 
Perhaps  the  most  meaningful  tribute  was 
paid  by  Scott's  niece,  Mildred  East 
McCleskey,  when  she  memorialized  him  in 
her  master's  thesis,  "Thomas  Percival  Scott 
and  Public  Education  in  Mississippi"  (1952). 
Other  honors  bestowed  on  Scott  include  a 
gold-headed  ebony  cane  presented  by  the 
Mississippi  Teachers  Association  in  1910, 
for  his  contribution  in  securing  passage  of 
the  Normal  College  Bill.  The  1924  State 
Teachers  College  yearbook,  Neka  Camon,  is 
dedicated  to  Scott  in  honor  of  his  devotion 
to  the  school,  and  in  1959,  Thomas  Percy 
Scott  Hall,  a  four-story  dormitory,  was 
named  for  him  J^f* 

Look  for  a  profile  of  Mississippi  Normal 
College  faculty  member,  Miss  Emily  Jones,  in 
the  next  issue  of  The  Talon. 
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Smiths  Name  Scholarship,  Lobby  for  Sons 


Performing  arts  at  Southern  Miss  has  found  a  special  place  in  the  hearts  of  Dr.  Larry  and 
Linda  Smith  of  Hattiesburg,  who  recently  established  the  John  B.  Smith  and  Charles  M. 
Smith  Theatre  and  Dance  Endowment  through  the  USM  Foundation. 

The  $50,000  pledge  allowed  the  Smiths  to  memorialize  their  sons  in  not  only  the 
traditional  naming  of  the  scholarship  but  also  by  naming  a  lobby  area  in  the  Theatre 
and  Dance  Building:  the  John  B.  Smith  and  Charles  M.  Smith  Lounge.  When  fully 
funded,  this  contribution  will  provide  scholarship  funds  to  be  divided  between  the 
theatre  and  dance  programs  at  Southern  Miss. 

"Charlie,  who  earned  his  computer  science  degree  from  Southern  Miss  in  1998,  had 
been  crazy  about  the  theatre,  musical,  and  all  the  stage  performances,"  Linda  said.  She 
fondly  recalled  how  her  other  son,  John,  had  wanted  so  badly  to  graduate  from 
Southern,  but  whose  illness  prevented  him  from  doing  so. 

"Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith's  gift  will  be  a  source  of  scholarship  funds  for  years  to  come. 

It  is  a  significant  and  deeply  appreciated  contribution  to  the  continued  excellence  in 

the  training  of  theatre  and  dance  students,"  said  Frank  Kuhn,  chair  of  the  Department 

of  Theatre  and  Dance. 

From  left,  Stephen  Judd  of  the  Department  of  Theatre  and  ,Jhe  Smiths  ar£      ime  examples  0f  patrons  that  are  not  Southern  Miss  graduates,  but 

Dance  shows  Dr.  Larry  and  Linda  Smith  a  model  of  the  lobby 

that  will  be  named  for  their  two  sons.  understand  the  value  of  the  arts  in  their  community.  First  through  a  planned  gift  and  now 

by  creating  an  endowment,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  left  a  lasting  legacy  in  the  arts.  Their 
support  pays  a  meaningful  tribute  to  their  sons,  John  and  Charles,  while  offering  long-term  support  for  the  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance.  I 
am  honored  to  know  them,"  said  Suzanne  Hirsch,  development  officer  for  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Before  moving  to  Hattiesburg  in  1967,  the  Smiths  lived  in  cities  where  they  had  to  travel  to  experience  any  kind  of  theatre  and  symphony  per- 
formances. Now,  living  just  two  blocks  from  the  university,  the  Smiths  rarely  miss  the  exceptional  performances  here  on  campus. 

"We  found  our  place  here  in  the  arts,"  Linda  said.  "I've  just  been  thrilled  to  death  at  the  consistent  progress  in  all  areas  of  Southern  Miss." 
In  addition  to  the  arts,  the  Smiths  are  also  active  in  the  university's  Institute  for  Learning  and  Retirement,  of  which  Larry  was  recently  elected 
president  for  2003-2004. 

—Tina  Ladner 


Honor  Club  Members 

THROUGH  SEPTEMBER  30,  2003 

CORPORATION  ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Mississippi  Tourism  Association 
Yazoo  City,  Miss. 

ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Dewey  and  Mary  Jo  Blackledge 
Laurel,  Miss. 

Alan  and  Sherry  Coats 
Woodlands,  Texas 

Curtis  and  Daphne  Cornett 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Les  Goff 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Charles  Lightsey 
Laurel,  Miss. 

Doug  and  Becky  Montague 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Dr.  Sarah  Morgan 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

W  Lee  and  Carol  Pierce 
Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

Kevin  L.  Prince 
Brandon,  Miss. 


Doris  Draught!  Inspires  Son's  Gift 


The  children  of  Doris  Draughn  intuitively 
knew  her  philosophy  on  education:  that  it  is  a 
life-long  process  that  moves  beyond  college 
degrees.  Without  verbally  expressing  it,  she 
shared  her  value  of  education  with  those  who 
knew  her. 

"Mother  always  fostered  a  desire  in  her  chil- 
dren to  have  an  education,"  said  Max  Draughn, 
who  with  his  wife,  Susan,  endowed  the  Doris 
Williams  Draughn  Accounting  Scholarship  last 
spnng.  Max  and  Susan  felt  the  scholarship 
would  be  an  appropriate  way  to  honor  the 
memory  of  his  mother  and  her  alma  mater,  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Their  endowment  of  $100,000  will  fund 
future  scholarships  for  freshmen  majoring  in 
accounting  who  demonstrate  financial  need. 

"Some  people  know  where  they  want  to  go, 
but  they  can't  get  there  due  to  finances,"  said 
Draughn,  who  resides  in  Madison  with  his  wife 
and  their  three  children,  Owen,  Case  and 
Stephen.  "I  wanted  to  provide  an  avenue  for 
students  with  financial  need  to  go  to  school." 

Ben  Samel,  development  officer,  said,  "Max 
and  Susan's  generosity  in  helping  others  to  suc- 
ceed is  a  true  tribute  to  Doris'  belief  in  the  value 
of  an  education.  All  of  us  at  Southern  Miss 
appreciate  their  gift." 


As  a  graduate  from  Southern  Miss  with  an 
accounting  degree,  Doris  Williams  Draughn 
was  the  first  in  her  family  to  receive  a  college 
education.  She  worked  for  Shell  Oil  in  New 
Orleans  briefly  and  then  went  on  to  manage 
family  businesses.  As  a  result  of  her  strength  of 
character  and  firm  belief  in  the  importance  of 
an  education,  all  four  of  her  children  earned 
college  degrees. 

Max  and  his  brother,  Rex,  are  also  Southern 
Miss  alums.  Max  received  a  bachelor's  in  polit- 
ical science  in  1984.  Rex  received  a  bachelor's 
in  business  administration  and  a  master's  in 
economic  development. 

"We  are  grateful  for  alumni  like  the 
Draughns,"  said  Dr.  Shelby  E  Thames,  univer- 
sity president.  "Their  commitment  to  help  oth- 
ers and  their  loyalty  to  Southern  Miss  is  heart- 
warming. Max  and  Susan's  gift  is  a  lasting 
memorial  to  Mrs.  Draughn." 

"Mother  was  a  simple  person  who  wanted 
something  better  for  her  children,  but  she 
never  required  us  to  go  on  to  school,"  Max 
said.  "Her  attitude  was  that  your  education 
doesn't  end  with  your  college  days;  you  should 
continually  strive  for  educational  growth  and 
development  for  the  rest  of  your  life." 


14 


THE  TALON 


NEWS 


Lance  Bass  of  the  pop  group  *NSYNC  recently  presented  more  than 
$30,000  to  his  aunt  and  uncle,  Don  and  Helen  Pulliam  of  Laurel,  to 
establish  an  endowment  through  the  USM  Foundation  in  honor  of  their 
daughter,  Amber. 

The  Amber  Pulliam  Special  Education  Endowment  will  be  awarded 
to  a  student  who  is  majoring  in  special  education.  Preference  will  be 
given  to  a  student  in  the  Pine  Belt  area  who  has  3.0  grade  point  average 
or  better  and  whose  desire  is  to  work  with  children  with  special  needs. 

Amber,  15,  has  Down  Syndrome.  From  her  earliest  days,  Amber  was 
a  student  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  She  now  attends 
Northeast  Jones  High  School. 

"In  1988,  at  age  10  months,  Amber  was  enrolled  at  Southern  Miss  in 
what  was  formerly  the  Preschool  Language  Program  in  the  Department 
of  Speech  and  Hearing  Science,"  said  Margaret  Buttross-Brinegar,  co- 
director  of  The  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and 
Development.  "For  the  next  five  years,  Amber  received  her  speech  and 
language  therapy,  special  instruction,  and  physical  therapy  through  the 
centers  interdisciplinary  team." 

Both  Don  and  Helen  are  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Don  received  his 
bachelors  degree  in  business  administration  in  1981  and  was  a  member 
of  the  SAE  fraternity.  Helen  also  received  her  bachelors  in  1981  from 
Southern  Miss  and  her  masters  degree  from  William  Carey  in  1984.  She 
was  a  member  of  the  Chi  Omega  sorority.  Ambers  older  sister,  Holli,  is 
on  basketball  scholarship  at  Jones  Junior  College.  Her  younger  brother, 


Pictured  left  to  right  are  Lance  Bass  with  Amber,  Helen  and  Don  Pulliam 

Ty,  is  in  the  eighth  grade  at  West  Jones  Middle  School.  All  are  avid 
Southern  Miss  fans. 

"We  have  discussed  this  for  some  time  and  Lance  wanted  to  go  ahead 
and  do  this  for  Amber,"  said  Don,  who  owns  AutoPlus  Insurance  in  Laurel 
and  Waynesboro.  "Amber  won't  have  the  opportunity  to  attend  Southern 
Miss,  so  this  is  her  opportunity  to  make  her  mark  at  Southern  Miss." 

Ben  Samel,  development  officer,  said,  "Working  with  both  Don  and 
Helen  was  a  rewarding  experience.  Their  devotion  to  their  daughter  is 
really  inspiring.  We  also  owe  our  gratitude  to  Lance  Bass  in  providing 
the  endowment." 


Trussells  Earmark  Funds  for  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders 


James   and  Arlyn   Trussell 

retired  from  full-time  jobs  at 

Southern  Miss,  but  not  from 

support   of   the   university. 

After  a  combined  67  years  of 

employment  at  their  alma 

mater,  they  are  still  finding 

ways  to  assist  it  and  their 

community. 

The  Trussells'  monetary 
gift  and  pledge  to  the  unre- 
stricted   fund    at    DuBard 
School         for         Language 
Disorders  is  one  way  the  cou- 
ple is  choosing  to  express  their 
sentiments.    Their   after- retire- 
ment jobs  were  instrumental   in 
that  decision.  Arlyn  now  works  as  a 
teacher's  assistant  in  the  first  grade  at 
Sacred  Heart  School  in  Hattiesburg  and 
James  is  a  part-time  accounts  coordinator 
at  DuBard.  They  have  seen  first-hand  the 


need  for  programs  like  DuBard,  its  success,  and  its  need  for  unrestrict- 
ed funds. 

"We  hope  these  unrestricted  funds  will  continue  Dr.  Etoile  DuBard's 
and  Dr.  Maureen  Martin's  work  in  helping  children  who  have  hearing 
impairments  and  language/speech  disorders  to  develop  communicative 
skills,"  James  said.  "We  have  known  Dr.  DuBard  for  more  than  30  years, 
and  wanted  to  earmark  funds  for  this  unique  program." 

Trussell  said  unrestricted  funds  provide  flexibility  in  spending  to 
meet  a  program's  needs.  "I  encourage  anyone  who  is  able  to  do  so.  and 
has  an  interest  in  a  particular  field,  to  consider  making  an  unrestricted 
gift.  Our  interest  is  DuBard  but  any  program  at  Southern  Miss  would 
benefit  from  this  type  of  gift." 

The  Trussell  family  is  entrenched  with  Golden  Eagles.  James  earned 
a  bachelor's  in  1970  and  a  master's  in  1978  from  the  university  He 
worked  for  the  university  for  30  years,  of  which  the  last  10  were  at  the 
USM  Foundation  as  chief  financial  officer. 

Arlyn,  a  1976  alum,  worked  for  Southern  Miss  for  37  years,  retiring 
as  administrative  manager  at  the  physical  plant. 

The  Trussells'  three  children.  Jav,  Joel,  and  Karen,  are  Southern  Miss 
students.  Joel,  also  an  employee,  is  married  to  the  former  Katherine 
Nicholas,  a  1997  graduate  of  Southern  Miss.  Their  grandson.  4-year-old 
Dylan,  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Eagle  Club  £!v* 


Emily  Thompson,  daughter  of  Deborah  Anderson,  and  Arlyn  and  James  Trussell. 


FALL  200. 


15 


GO  WITH  A  PROVEN  WINNER 

Choose  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  Platinum  Plus®  MasterCard®  credit  card 


L.    Show  your  Southern  Miss  pride  while  helping  to  support 
various  University,  student,  athletic  department  and 
alumni  initiatives 

|_    Receive  an  officially  licensed  Southern  Miss  Spectator  Chair 
a  $30  value — free  with  your  first  qualifying  transaction 
of  at  least  $25 

|_    Save  with  a  low  introductory  Annual  Percentage  Rate 

|_    Around-the-clock  fraud  protection — zero  liability  for 
unauthorized  charges 

|_    Secured  Internet  access  to  account  information  and 
electronic  payment  feature 

|_    High  credit  line  to  give  you  greater  purchasing  power — 
up  to  $100,00  with  the  Platinum  Plus®  card 


rJi^z  Spectator  Chair* 

after  qualifying  transaction(s) 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


To  apply,  call  toll-free  1-866-438-6262 

and  mention  Priority  Code  CJTK. 


♦  This  is  a  one-time  offer  for  new  Customers  who  respond  to  this  advertisement  and  then  use  the  account  to  make  any  combination  of  purchase  and/or  cash  advance  trans- 
actions totaling  at  least  $25.  All  qualifying  transactions  must  occur  within  the  same  month  ending  on  or  before  December  31 ,  2004.  Limit  one  spectator  chair  (est.  retail  value: 
$30.00)  per  new  account.  The  spectator  chair  will  feature  the  Southern  Miss  logo.  Please  allow  1 0-1 2  weeks  for  delivery  after  qualifying.  Supplies  are  limited.  This  promotion 
is  sponsored  by  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A.  Restrictions  apply.  Sponsor  reserves  the  right  to  substitute  item  of  equal  or  greater  value. 

To  request  specific  information  about  the  costs  associated  with  the  use  of  these  credit  cards,  you  may  contact  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A.,  the  issuer  of  The  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  Platinum  Plus®  credit  card  program,  by  calling  toll  free  1-866-438-6262  or  by  writing  to  P.O.  Box  15020,  Wilmington,  DE  19850.  TTY  users,  call 
1-800-833-6262.  MBNA,  MBNA  America,  and  Platinum  Plus  are  federally  registered  service  marks  of  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A.  MasterCard  is  a  federally  registered  service 
mark  of  MasterCard  International  Inc.  and  is  used  by  MBNA  pursuant  to  license. 

©  2003  MBNA  America  Bank,  N.A.  BAD-07-03-0086 
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The  All  Problem  Solver 


By  Marie  Yarbrough 


Three  years  ago  Tim  Edwards,  a  senior  computer  science  major 
at  Southern  Miss,  accepted  a  data  entry  job  at  eValueville,  a 
liquidator  of  new  brand-name  excess  merchandise  on  eBay.  He 
was  responsible  for  helping  his  coworkers  with  basic  computer 
issues,  like  rebooting  the  computers,  creating  spreadsheets  and  find- 
ing the  mouse. 

Edwards,  24,  was  good  at  his  job,  and  over  time,  he  saw  a  need  for 
change  in  eValuevilles  technology  department — specifically  with  the 
software  programs  that  affected  how  eValueville  produces  auctions. 
The  software  available  at  that  time  limited  the  company  to  a  small 
number  of  auctions  per  day,  said  Andrew  Waites,  owner  of 
eValueville.  So  Edwards  got  to  work  on  changing  that. 

Though  skeptical  at  first,  Waites  gave  Edwards  the  opportunity  to 
work  on  new  computer  programs,  thinking  that  nothing  much 
would  come  of  it,  he  said. 

Eventually  Edwards'  programs  were  implemented,  boosting 
eValuevilles  ability  to  sustain  1,000  auctions  daily  and  making 
eValueville  the  largest  auction  clothing  retailer  on  eBay. 

"[The  programs]  were  amazing,"  Waites  said.  "We  went  from  doing 
$500,000  in  sales  to  $4.5  million  in  one  year  to  18  months." 

For  Edwards,  now  a  systems  programmer  at  the  company,  his  pro- 
fessional success  did  not  happen  overnight. 

"First  I  redid  the  Web  site,  then  I  slowly  progressed  to  more  and 
more  responsibility  to  how  we  produce  auctions  for  eBay,"  he  said. 
Edwards  jokes  that  currently  his  unofficial  title  at  eValueville  is  that 
of  "all  problem  solver."  Waites  agrees  with  the  unofticial  title,  saying 
that  Edwards  is  a  "C.ES."  or  "cheap  problem  solver." 

Waites  said  Edwards  practically  serves  as  a  consultant  because  his 
input  into  technology  affects  all  aspects  of  the  eValueville  business, 
including  distribution,  the  IT  department  and  customer  service. 


Edwards  credits  his  success  to  his  curiosity,  openness  to  learning  on 
the  job  and  willingness  take  risks. 

"I  enjoy  it,"  he  said  of  his  work.  "The  reason  I'm  working  here  is  to 
learn.  It  was  the  type  of  environment  that  allowed  me  to  learn.  The 
need  to  learn  is  apparent  to  me.  You  don't  have  a  choice  but  to  leam 
how  to  fix  things." 

Edwards  credits  his  technological  expertise  to  Dr.  Brady  Rimes, 
associate  professor  of  computer  science  at  Southern  Miss.  "Dr.  Rimes 
had  the  heaviest  influence  in  how  I  approach  my  work  at 
eValueville,"  he  said.  "The  way  he  expressed  system  theory  and  pro- 
gram theory  just  seem  to  stick." 

Waites  said  what  makes  Edwards  exceptional  is  his  combination  of 
technical  knowledge  and  implementation  skills,  along  with  his 
curiosity.  "He  has  duel  skills — technical  software  skills  and  great  exe- 
cution skills,"  Waites  said.  "Tim  is  unique  in  wanting  to  grow.  He  is 
a  very  curious  person." 

Though  at  first  he  was  reluctant  to  give  Edwards  a  chance,  Waites 
suggests  that  students  and  business  owners  work  together.  "My  chal- 
lenge to  students  is  to  look  for  opportunities  in  the  marketplace  to 
make  your  ideas  a  reality,"  Waites  said.  "And  my  challenge  to  busi- 
ness owners  is  to  give  students  a  chance." 

Edwards  agrees  with  Waites  that  more  students  should  have  the 
same  opportunity  he  had  to  solve  real-world  problems  while  pursu- 
ing their  education. 

"I  wish  there  was  a  way  for  ever}'  student  to  have  this  kind  of 
opportunity,  to  solve  problems,"  Edwards  said. 

Though  he  is  uncertain  of  what  he  will  choose  to  do  after  graduat- 
ing in  next  fall,  he  said  he  is  certain  about  his  future  at  eValueville. 
"No  matter  what,  I  will  always  have  some  sort  of  relationship  with 
eValueville,"  Edwards  said.  P^ 


Tim  Edwards,  a  computer  science  major,  has  designed  programs  that  have  dramatically  improved  the  way  eValueville  handles  its  online  auctions. 


-A. .   2003 
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King  Helps  Take  Southern 


By  Karon  Warren  '97 

Petal  native  Sen.  Thomas  E.  King  Jr.  grew  up 
living  and  breathing  Southern  Miss,  so  it  was 
no  surprise  that  he  chose  the  school  for  his 
college  education.  "Having  grown  up  in  Petal, 
Southern  Miss  has  always  been  a 
part  of  my  life,"  he  said.  "I  never 
considered  attending  another 
university  of  higher  learning." 

Of  course,  he  did  have  anoth- 
er reason.  Susan,  his  high  school 
sweetheart  and  now  wife  of  34 
years,  was  a  student  there. 

Though  Kings  graduation  took 
place  30  years  ago,  he  never  left 
his  alma  mater  behind.  As  state 
senator  for  the  44th  Mississippi 
Senate   District — Forrest,   Lamar 
and  Perry  counties — King  contin- 
ues to  work  for  Southern  Miss  to 
ensure  the  school's  growth  and  progress  in  all  areas 
of  education.  "By  working  with  Dr.  Thames  and  his 
present  administration,  the  alumni  and  students,  I 
am  continuously  available  to  address  any  issues 
affecting  the  university,  as  well  as  prepare  future  leg- 
islation that  will  be  beneficial  to  the  improvement 
and  future  well-being  of  the  university,"  he  said. 

In  fact,  King  helped  author  several  key  pieces  of 
legislation  for  the  university's  benefit.  As  chairman 
of  the  local  and  private  committee,  King  authored 
the  Senate  bill  for  athletic  infrastructure  building 
and  renovation,  which  had  a  large  impact  on 
Southern  Miss.  "I  was  able  to  pass  this  key  piece  of 
legislation  for  the  betterment  of  the  university  in  a 
matter  of  days  instead  of  months,"  he  said.  "This 
legislation  will  enable  Southern  Miss  to  enlarge  and 
renovate  present  athletic  facilities.  Also,  I  was 
instrumental  in  passing  bonding  projects  on  the 
Southern  Miss  Hattiesburg  campus  as  well  as  the 
Gulf  Coast  campus." 


Another  key  issue  King  said  he  feels  strongly 
about  is  college  credit  card  debt.  "College  credit 
card  debt  is  out  of  control,"  he  said.  "Many  college 
students  today  begin  their  careers  deep  in  debt, 
and  many  with  their  credit  destroyed  before  they 
can  graduate." 

To  combat  this  growing  problem,  King  authored 
legislation  that  will  provide  financial  management 
courses  to  be  taught  in  high  school  classes,  edu- 
cating students  prior  to  starting  college  and  hope- 
fully preventing  future  financial  disasters. 

Because  of  his  devotion  to  the  university,  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  recently  award- 
ed King  the  Outstanding  Service  Award.  King  said 
he  was  overwhelmed  when  he  learned  of  the  honor. 
"It  is  especially  gratifying  to  receive  this  award  in 
light  of  my  long-standing  dedication  to  the  success 
of  the  university,"  he  said.  "I  am  especially  honored 
that  this  award  comes  from  my  alma  mater." 

In  fact,  King  credits  Southern  Miss  for  teaching 
him  many  valuable  skills  that  he  employs  today. 
"During  my  years  at  Southern  Miss,  I  was  taught 
responsibility,  a  strong  work  ethic,  good  interper- 
sonal communication  skills,  and  the  ability  to  bal- 
ance school,  work  and  marriage,"  he  said. 

If  King  sounds  like  he  was  all  work  and  no  play 
don't  believe  it.  "My  favorite  memories  of  Southern 
Miss  were  of  the  exciting  atmosphere  of  Saturday 
home  football  games,  watching  the  award-winning 
band  with  the  famous  Dixie  Darlings,"  he  said. 
"Somehow,  I  always  managed  to  find  time  for 
Southern  Miss  athletics  and  special  events." 

Through  the  years,  King  has  managed  to  main- 
tain a  balance  between  work  and  fun.  He  enjoys 
spending  time  with  his  family.  He  and  Susan  have 
two  sons,  Clay  and  Chad;  a  daughter-in-law,  Kelli; 
and  a  granddaughter,  Caroline  Annabella.  Because 
son  Chad  is  a  sophomore  at  Southern  Miss,  King 
also  has  a  ready  excuse  to  be  on  campus. 
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GOVERNMENT 


Miss  to  the  Top 


King  and  his  son,  Chad,  at  the  state  capitol. 

As  for  the  future,  King  said  he  plans  to  continue  his  political 
career  for  as  long  as  his  constituents  will  have  him.  "My  goals  for 
serving  in  office  are  to  always  keep  the  people  first  by  being 
accessible,  available  and  accountable,"  he  said.  "My  ultimate 
goal  is  to  provide  an  economic  opportunity  through  legislation 
for  well-paying  jobs  to  our  college  students  upon  graduation  in 
our  state,  to  have  the  option  of  living,  working  and  raising  a 
family  in  Mississippi  in  lieu  of  leaving  the  state." 

And,  of  course,  King  also  will  continue  his  work  for  Southern 
Miss.  "I  will  continue  to  strive  and  work  tirelessly  to  see  that 
Southern  Miss  receives  its  fair  share  of  funds  from  the  state,"  he 
said.  "With  the  polymer  program  and  other  programs  offered,  I 
feel  Southern  Miss  will  continue  to  be  a  nationally  recognized 
university.  With  the  great  leadership  we  have,  our  geographic 
location,  our  faculty  and  our  student  body,  1  can  only  see  posi- 
tive and  great  accomplishments  ahead  for  Southern  Miss."  P& 


King  working  late  at  the  state  capitol. 


HE  HOLID 


THE  GIFT 

That  Keeps  on  Giving 


Stephanie  Bullock  Ferguson  and  Miss  Oseola  McCarty  at  the  National  Urban  League  Dinner  in  New  York  (ca.  1995) 
By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 


With  wise  eyes  and  a  sweet,  shy  smile,  Miss  Oseola  McCarty 
looked  more  like  the  grandmother  you'd  visit  on  Sunday 
than  a  major  philanthropist  who  would  donate  a  large  sum 
of  money  to  a  university.  But  Stephanie  Bullock  Ferguson  '01  knows 
that  a  giving  heart  and  good  fortune  come  in  many  forms. 

Like  much  of  the  country,  Ferguson  and  her  family  were  fascinated 
by  the  amazing  story  of  McCarty's  life  and  her  widely  publicized  dona- 
tion to  the  university  A  hard-working  woman  who  dreamed  of  becom- 
ing a  nurse,  McCarty's  dream  was  cut  short  in  the  sixth  grade  when  she 
was  forced  to  quit  school  to  help  care  for  an  ailing  aunt.  To  support  her 
family  and  herself,  McCarty  began  washing  and  ironing  clothes  for 
$1.50  to  $2  a  bundle. 

Although  McCarty's  hopes  of  pursuing  a  career  in  nursing  were 
dashed,  her  spirit  was  not,  and  she  performed  her  duties  with  a  cheer- 
ful heart,  always  tucking  away  a  little  bit  of  money.  That  nest  egg  grew 


over  the  years,  and  McCarty  decided  she  wanted  to  help  others  to  ful- 
fill the  academic  career  she  was  denied. 

In  1995,  McCarty,  then  87,  donated  $150,000  to  Southern  Miss  to 
help  deserving  students  further  their  education.  Ferguson  was  the  first 
student  to  receive  the  scholarship. 

Leedrester  Bullock,  Ferguson's  mother,  said  Ferguson  was  always  a 
strong  student  who  cared  deeply  about  her  education  and  always 
worked  hard  in  school.  "When  Stephanie  got  her  first  'B'  in  third  grade, 
I  thought  I  was  going  to  have  to  take  her  to  Pine  Grove,"  Bullock  said 
with  a  laugh.  "She  was  always  very  self  assured,  wanting  to  do  well,  and 
she  was  quite  advanced.  She  walked  before  her  twin  brother  [Stephen] 
and  talked  before  him,  and  she  hasn't  stopped  yet." 

Always  a  leader  in  school,  Ferguson  was  president  of  the  student 
body  at  Hattiesburg  High  School  her  senior  year  and  a  class  officer 
every  year  since  the  eighth  grade.  A  member  of  the  Mayors  Youth 
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Council,  National  Honor  Society,  Beta  Club  and  state  Tri-Y  queen, 
Ferguson  had  her  choice  of  colleges  but  opted  to  stay  close  to  home  and 
attend  Southern  Miss. 

And  McCarty's  gift  made  that  possible. 

When  Ferguson  received  the  call  informing  her  that  she  was  to  be  the 
first  recipient  of  the  Oseola  McCarty  scholarship,  she  was  floored,  as 
was  her  family.  "1  was  just  shocked  and  surprised,"  Ferguson  said.  "It 
really  blew  my  mind." 

As  the  story  of  McCarty  and  Ferguson  swept  the  country,  the  two 
were  met  with  a  deluge  of  media  requests  that  took  them  to  various 
places  across  the  nation.  Ferguson  shone  bright  in  the  spotlight  but 
never  letting  the  media  attention  affect  her. 

Vrita  Delaine,  for  whom  Ferguson  worked  while  attending  Southern 
Miss,  would  often  tease  the  hard-working  student  about  all  the  atten- 
tion she  received,  but  she  said  Ferguson  always  handled  it  with  poise 
and  grace.  "If  you  saw  her  walking  on  campus,  you'd  never  know  that 
she  was  Stephanie  Bullock  who  had  appeared  on  the  'Today  Show'  and 
so  many  other  programs,"  said  Delaine,  assistant  to  the  vice  president 
of  Student  Affairs.  "She  was  just  Stephanie.  She  was  still  very  focused 
and  mature  in  everything  that  she  did.  She  didn't  let  the  attention 
change  her  at  all.  If  anything,  it  brought  her  even  closer  to  Miss 
McCarty  because  they  were  going  through  all  of  this  together." 

Indeed  McCarty  became  Ferguson's  dear  friend  and  supporter  as  well 
as  a  member  of  the  family.  McCarty  often  celebrated  holidays  with  the 
Bullocks  and  even  joined  in  the  festivities  for  Ferguson's  grandparents' 
50th  wedding  anniversary.  Ferguson  quickly  became  the  granddaugh- 
ter McCarty  never  had.  "I  called  her  'Miss  Oseo,'  and  my  family  and  I 
would  go  visit  with  her  and  run  errands  for  her,"  Ferguson  said.  "She 
was  a  special  part  of  our  family."  In  fact,  when  McCarty  passed  away  at 
the  age  of  91  in  the  fall  of  1999,  Ferguson  said  felt  that  she  had  lost  a 
cherished  member  of  her  family. 

McCarty  was  not  only  a  cherished  friend  but  also  a  mentor  who 
imparted  her  life's  wisdom  and  advice  to  her  young  pupil.  "She  really 
showed  me  how  important  it  is  to  help  others,"  Ferguson  said.  "She 
really  taught  the  whole  world  about  reaching  out  to  others.  She  would 
always  tell  me  how  important  school  was  and  to  work  hard.  And  then 
she'd  tell  me  to  save  money:  'Now,  don't  forget  to  put  a  little  bit  away.'" 

As  the  first  recipient  of  the  McCarty  scholarship,  Ferguson  said  she 
felt  a  major  responsibility  to  perform  well  in  college,  not  only  for  her- 
self but  also  for  Miss  McCarty  and  the  others  who  would  follow  in  her 
footsteps.  "I  felt  a  major  responsibility  then,  and  I  still  feel  a  major 
responsibility,"  said  Ferguson,  who  received  bachelors  and  a  master's 
degrees  in  business.  "I  hope  to  contribute  back  to  the  scholarship  fund 
one  day.  It  was  such  a  great  honor  to  receive  it,  but  I  think  it  was  an 
even  greater  honor  to  get  to  know  Miss  McCarty.  I  felt  that  I  had  to  do 
well  for  Miss  McCarty  because  she  gave  me  her  life's  dream,  and  I  want- 
ed to  make  her  proud.  Hopefully,  I  was  able  to  do  so." 


Ferguson  hugs  Miss  Oseola  McCarty  in  front  of  McCarty's  home,  shortly  after 
Ferguson  was  selected  as  the  first  recipient  of  the  Oseola  McCarty 
Scholarship  (1995). 

Since  graduation,  Ferguson  has  continued  McCarty's  legacy  of  gen- 
erosity and  love.  Despite  her  high-profile  position  as  a  software  tester  at 
Accenture  Consulting  Firm  in  her  new  home  of  Atlanta,  she  still  finds 
time  for  others.  Ferguson  is  an  active  worker  in  her  church,  a  Girl  Scout 
volunteer  and  a  big  sister  for  the  Big  Brothers/Big  Sisters  Foundation. 
She  also  bakes  and  delivers  goods  to  the  elderly  and  others  in  her 
church  and  community. 

Although  Ferguson  enjoys  her  life  in  Atlanta  with  husband  Lamar 
Ferguson,  she  admits  that  she  is  just  a  small-town  girl  at  heart  and 
hopes  to  return  to  Hattiesburg  one  day.  "I'd  like  to  own  my  own  busi- 
ness and  really  do  something  that  I  enjoy  while  still  performing  a  sen- 
ice  to  others,"  Ferguson  said.  "I  enjoy  writing,  planning  events  and  bak- 
ing. Maybe  one  day  I'll  have  my  own  bakery  in  Hattiesburg.  I  think  I'd 
really  like  that." 

Whatever  the  future  holds  for  Ferguson,  it's  a  safe  bet  McCarty  will 
never  be  far  from  her  mind.  "Miss  McCarty  really  taught  me  how- 
important  it  is  to  reach  out  to  others  as  she  made  all  this  money  and 
gave  it  away,"  Ferguson  said.  "I  think  she  has  helped  me  to  appreciate 
things  a  lot  more.  Sometimes  the  world  seems  so  scltish.  but  she  gave 
me  hope  that  not  eve  none  is  like  that.  There  are  some  really  great  peo- 
ple in  this  world  who  care  about  others."  5^> 
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LIONS  AND  TIGERS  AND  BEARS,  OH  MY! 

Not  to  worry— these  walk-on  alumni  are  pulling  for  the  Black  and  Gold 


By  Judy  Smith  '97,  '99 
Photos  by  Danny  Rawls  '69,  '81 


Did  you  ever  think  the  woman  dressed  in  black  and  gold, 
screaming  her  heart  out  and  furiously  pumping  her  black  and 
gold  pompon  in  the  air  might  actually  be  a  Northwestern  University 
Wildcat? 

What  about  the  gentleman  who  never  misses  a  Southern  Miss  arts 
event?  Would  it  surprise  you  that  he  might  be  an  Ole  Miss  Rebel? 

Rest  assured,  the  university  is  not  under  siege  from  opposing  uni- 
versities. These  individuals  are  actually  walk-on  alumni,  or  support- 
ers who  did  not  attend  Southern  Miss  but  love  the  Golden  Eagles  and 
want  to  support  the  university.  This  ever-increasing  fan  base  is  a 
strong  support  group  without  which  the  university  could  not  exist, 
university  officials  said. 

But  what  really  attracts  grads  from  other  universities  to  proudly 
wave  the  banner  of  the  Golden  Eagles?  It  seems  that  the  reasons  for 
this  devotion  are  as  diverse  as  the  individuals  themselves,  but  ironi- 
cally that  variety  is  what  binds  them.  They  all  agree  that  Southern 
Miss  offers  something  for  just  about  everyone. 

"It's  such  a  friendly  campus,  and  it's  always  bubbling  with  excite- 
ment," said  Martha  Tatum,  a  longtime  supporter  of  the  university. 
"You  feel  at  home  when  you  go  to  the  plays  and  different  events. 


People  greet  you,  and  you  always  have  such  a  good  feeling  when 
you're  out  there." 

Skip  Giffin  and  his  son,  Jonathan,  had  a  similar  experience  when 
they  were  touring  colleges.  Once  Jonathan  experienced  the  hos- 
pitable atmosphere  at  Southern  Miss,  he  was  sold.  Even  after 
Jonathan  graduated  from  the  university  in  May  with  a  degree  in  pho- 
tojournalism, Skip  remained  a  devoted  supporter  of  the  university. 
He  said  the  southern  hospitality  and  the  football  keep  him  coming 
back.  "The  school  just  has  a  friendly  atmosphere  with  good  educa- 
tion and  athletic  programs,"  said  Skip,  who  said  he  takes  pride  in  his 
title  of  walk-on  alumnus. 

For  Tom  and  Susan  Light,  Hattiesburg's  climate  inspired  them  to 
flee  their  New  York  home,  but  the  university  also  had  a  major  hand 
in  bringing  the  couple  down  South.  Tom,  a  State  University  of  New 
York  alumnus,  and  Susan  were  visiting  friends  in  the  area  when 
they  had  their  first  encounter  with  Southern  Miss.  It  was  love  at 
first  sight. 

"We  really  wanted  to  get  out  of  the  cold,  but  we  just  fell  in  love 
with  Hattiesburg  when  we  were  down  here,"  Tom  said.  "I  can  hon- 
estly say  that  Southern  Miss  was  also  a  major  reason  that  we  decid- 
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ed  to  relocate  down  here.  There's  nothing  like  the  atmosphere  that 
Southern  Miss  brings  to  the  community." 

Since  the  Lights  established  Lights  Jewelry  and  Gemology,  their 
Hub  City-based  business,  they  have  been  faithful  supporters  of  the 
university.  To  get  in  the  spirit  of  the  athletic  seasons,  for  example,  the 
two  paint  their  office  windows  to  cheer  on  their  team.  Additionally, 
the  store  offers  licensed  Southern  Miss  watches  and  clocks.  The 
Lights  daughter-in-law  has  even  created  her  own  line  of  Golden 
Eagle-themed  jewelry — Black  and  Gold  Collection — made  of  black 
onyx  and  gold  rondello. 

The  impetus  for  many  conversions  to  the  black  and  gold  is  the 
reputation  of  the  university's  first-class  athletic  program. 

"They  have  a  great  coaching  staff  at  Southern  Miss  with  quality 
athletes  who  have  a  lot  of  character,"  said  Will  Martens,  a  Belhaven 
graduate  and  recipient  of  the  Alumni  Association's  2002  Friend  of 
Southern  Miss  award.  In  fact,  Martens'  firm,  Morris  Marketers,  holds 
an  annual  golf  tournament,  and  proceeds  are  donated  to  the  USM 
Foundation,  which  appropriates  funds  and  scholarships  to  the  vari- 
ous departments  at  the  university. 

Attending  Southern  Miss  athletic  events  offers  many  with  the 
opportunity  not  only  to  support  their  favorite  team  but  also  form 
friendships. 

Eva  Cannon,  Girdelle  Dent  and  Katherine  Eaton  are  not  your  casu- 
al fans.  They  are  devoted  supporters  of  Southern  Miss  athletics,  par- 


it  was  love  at  first  sight  when  State  University  of  New  York  alumnus  Tom  Light 
and  his  wife,  Susan,  encountered  Southern  Miss. 


Will  Martens,  a  Belhaven  graduate,  received  the  Alumni  Association's  2002  Friend 
of  Southern  Miss  award. 

ticularly  the  women's  programs,  and  follow  the  teams  when  they  can. 
In  September,  they  flew  to  the  California  to  see  the  Golden  Eagles 
take  on  the  California  Bears,  joining  up  with  another  Southern  Miss 
taithful,  Sally  Hanson,  whom  they  met  on  the  trip. 

Eaton,  75,  and  Dent,  90,  were  also  part  of  a  senior  Eagles  program 
that  followed  women's  basketball  when  former  head  Coach  Kay 
James  was  leading  the  team.  Eaton  said  those  trips  allowed  the 
friends  to  follow  the  program  and  learn  more  about  basketball. 

Dent  said  she  follows  at  least  five  sports  and  has  been  a  supporter 
of  Southern  Miss  athletics  for  almost  70  years.  "I'm  their  oldest  fan," 
she  said  with  a  youthful  laugh.  Dent  is  also  a  diehard  Golden  Eagles 
fan;  she  has  not  missed  a  Softball  game  since  the  program  began. 

Like  Dent,  Eaton  is  also  an  avid  sports  fan,  counting  softball,  base- 
ball, football,  soccer,  and  volleyball  among  her  favorites.  But  don't 
ask  her  to  choose  her  favorite  sport.  "That's  like  asking  which  child 
you  like  best,"  Eaton  said  with  a  laugh.  "They  are  all  different,  and  I 
enjoy  watching  them  all.  How  can  you  not  be  a  Golden  Eagle  fan?" 

Eaton,  a  Northwestern  University  alumna,  is  a  regular  at  the 
Monday  Eagle  Club  luncheons,  where  she  gets  the  opportunity  to 
meet  and  greet  with  Southern  Miss  coaches  and  other  black  and  gold 
faithful.  She  also  brings  to  games  an  extra  good  luck  charm — her 
Halloween  noise  maker  that  she  uses  to  cheer  on  the  team  when  her 
voice  gives  out  from  yelling  too  much. 

It  was  the  similar  brand  of  contagious  Eagle  Fever  of  the  late  Joe  P. 
Park  that  inspired  Gar)'  Parr,  a  1963  Arkansas  State  grad,  to  become 
a  devoted  supporter  of  the  Golden  Eagles.  But  ironically,  It  was  not 
until  after  Park's  death  in  1995  that  Parr  and  many  of  his  friends 
became  huge  tollowers  of  the  football  program. 
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Katherine  Eaton,  Girdelle  Dent,  Eva  Cannon  and  Sally  Hanson  are  devoted  supporters  of  Southern  Miss  athletics. 


For  years,  Park,  Parr,  and  many  of  their  business  associates  and 
friends  held  a  golf  tournament  in  Destin,  Fla.,  to  benefit  St.  Jude's 
Hospital  in  Memphis.  After  Parks  death,  Parr  and  his  friends  dedi- 
cated the  tournament  to  Park,  and  it  was  then  that  Parr  inquired 
about  establishing  a  scholarship  in  Park's  name  at  his  alma  mater. 

Based  on  Park's  love  of  golf  and  Southern  Miss,  Parr  and  his 
friends  established  an  endowed  golf  scholarship  in  Park's  name;  the 
men  are  also  major  contributors  to  two  other  golf  scholarships. 

But  their  generosity  and  support  doesn't  end  there.  After  learning 
that  the  Golden  Eagles  football  team  was  in  need  of  lights  on  its  prac- 
tice field,  Parr  started  a  fund-raising  campaign  of  more  than  50  peo- 
ple— none  of  whom  is  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus — that  helped  to 
bring  state-of-the-art  lights  to  the  football  practice  field.  To  honor 
Park,  a  plaque  is  placed  at  the  base  of  the  lights,  and  the  practice  field 
has  since  been  renamed  the  Joe  P  Park  Practice  Field. 

Donors  include  Park's  best  friends  and  business  partners  Parr,  Cliff 
Doyle,  Gene  Gibson  and  Larry  Pister. 

"We  just  really  like  Southern  Miss  and  think  they've  done  a  fan- 
tastic job,"  Parr  said.  "I  think  they've  got  a  quality  program  with  some 
quality  people  in  charge.  We  just  have  a  lot  of  admiration  and  respect 
for  them." 

Athletics  is  a  major  attraction  for  some,  but  the  arts  also  garner 
support  from  walk-on  alumni  patrons. 
Charlie  and  Cindy  Sutherland  are  graduates  of  the  University  of 
Mississippi  but  are  residents  of  Hattiesburg  and  frequently  attend 
local  productions.  Their  interest  in  the  arts  department  inspired  the 
couple  to  commit  a  life  insurance  policy  of  $500,000  to  the  univer- 
sity, a  policy  that  will  eventually  fund  an  arts  scholarship  endow- 


ment. They  have  also  established  an  endowment  to  bring  in  guest 
performers. 

Besides  the  Sutherlands'  personal  donations  to  the  university, 
Sutherland's  corporation,  FS  Pre-Stress,  participates  in  a  tricot  family  of 
support  with  Southeastern  Concrete  and  L  &  A  Contractors  to  support 
the  university  through  participation  in  the  Kids'  Corner  that  donates 
football  tickets  to  underprivileged  children  in  the  area.  The 
Sutherlands  and  their  business  associates  have  developed  strong  ties  to 
the  university  and  love  to  show  their  appreciation  whenever  they  can. 

"We  had  been  attending  a  lot  of  performances  at  Southern  Miss 
and  really  got  interested  in  the  arts  program,"  Charlie  said.  "The  more 
we  attended,  the  more  interested  we  became  and  wanted  to  help  the 
arts  program  maintain  the  quality  of  performances  that  we  had  been 
accustomed  to." 

Such  patronage  has  not  gone  unnoticed. 

"The  support  of  non-Southern  Miss  alumni  is  critical  to  the  school 
of  music,"  said  Charles  Elliot,  director  of  the  School  of  Music  at 
Southern  Miss.  "The  School  of  Music  is  a  major  cultural  resource  to  the 
entire  state,  and  anything  that  benefits  and  enhances  the  music  pro- 
gram at  Southern  Miss  is  a  benefit  to  everyone  in  the  community.  Their 
support  really  says  a  lot  about  the  reputation  of  the  school  of  music 
and  the  fact  that  so  many  in  the  community  understand  how  world- 
class  cultural  events  can  enhance  the  quality  of  life  for  everyone." 

The  Sutherlands  said  the  productions  are  important  not  only  for 
students  but  for  members  of  the  community  as  well.  "Southern  Miss 
offers  some  excellent  performances  and  artists,  and  the  best  part  of  it 
is  that  you  don't  have  to  travel  to  New  Orleans  or  Memphis  to  see 
them,"  Sutherland  said.  "They  bring  quality  performances  right  to 
your  doorstep.  The  people  in  the  arts  department  work  hard  to  bring 
these  aspects  to  the  community,  and  we  are  lucky  to  have  them  here." 
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Martha  Tatum,  a  supporter  of  the  university  since  1942,  became 
involved  with  the  arts  department  when  her  daughter  attended 
Southern  Miss,  performing  in  the  band  and  later  receiving  a  degree 
in  chorus.  Since  then,  Tatum  has  never  missed  an  event.  "I  just  enjoy 
anything  they  do,  whether  it's  music  or  dance,  I  love  to  see  it,"  Tatum 
said.  "I  love  to  be  entertained,  and  they  never  disappoint  you." 

Tatum  said  the  university  is  an  "invaluable  asset"  to  the  communi- 
ty It  was  this  loyalty  and  admiration  for  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss  that 
inspired  her  to  become  a  major  contributor  to  the  Department  of 
Theatre  and  Dance,  and  the  department  showed  its  appreciation  by 
naming  a  large  theater  in  her  honor. 

The  chair  of  the  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance,  Francis  Kuhn, 
said  that  much  of  the  support  the  department  receives  comes  from 
walk-on  alumni.  Although  many  of  the  patrons  of  the  Theatre  and 
Dance  program  and  donors  to  the  Southern  Arena  Theatre  are  not 
alumni,  Kuhn  said  they  are  vital  to  the  program.  "These  are  people 
who  really  care  about  the  arts,  and  specifically  the  arts  in 
Hattiesburg,"  Kuhn  said.  "We  have  many  audience  members  who 
have  moved  here  in  retirement  or  later  in  their  careers  or  from  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  are  appreciative  of  the  arts  environment  pro- 
vided by  Southern  Miss." 


Another  invaluable  patron  of  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss  has  been 
Tommy  Dulaney  CEO  of  Structural  Steel  Services  Inc.,  in  Meridian. 
Dulaney  generously  donated  money  needed  for  the  establishment  of 
the  new  state-of-the-art  3-D  Art  building  located  on  4th  Street  next  to 
the  Ferlise  Center,  as  well  as  establishing  an  endowment  for  the  arts. 
"I  feel  that  they  have  such  a  strong  program  over  there  with  some 
wonderful  teachers,  and  I  wanted  to  help  them  out,"  Dulaney  said. 

But  Dulaney s  devotion  to  the  university  doesn't  end  there.  He  said 
he  understands  the  value  of  research  and  learning  and  knows  how 
valuable  they  are  to  the  success  of  the  state.  "I  support  all  forms  of 
higher  education,"  Dulaney  said.  "That's  the  only  way  Mississippi  is 
going  to  get  off  the  bottom — through  higher  education.  And  I  will 
always  promote  education  and  higher  learning  whenever  I  can." 

The  fact  that  so  many  people  have  pledged  their  allegiance  to 
Southern  Miss— even  though  they  may  not  have  attended  the  uni- 
versity— sends  a  positive  impression  to  Athletic  Director  Richard 
Giannini.  "It  says  that  [supporters  of  the  university]  believe  in  what 
we  are  doing  and  support  our  endeavors,"  Giannini  said.  "It  really 
says  that  we  must  be  doing  something  right.  Community  support  is 
extremely  important  to  the  success  of  our  athletic  programs  and  the 
university."  tea 


"It's  such  a  friendly  campus,  and  it's  always  bubbling  with  excitement,"  said  Martha  Tatum,  a  longtime  supporter  of  the  arts  at  Southern  Miss. 
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One  University,  One  Ring 


The  next  step  in  Southern  Miss  traditions 


By  Marcus  Nause  '99,  '00 
Photos  by  Steve  Rouse 

The  Alumni  Association,  in  conjunction  with  the  University  Bookstore,  unveiled  the  university's 
official  ring  in  a  ceremony  on  October  30  at  the  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration  Building. 
President  Shelby  E  Thames  and  Student  Government  Association  President  Jared  Loftus  unveiled 
the  official  ring  to  Southern  Miss  students,  faculty,  staff  and  alumni.  Dr.  Thames  spoke  of  the  importance 
that  the  official  ring  has  in  uniting  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Coast  campuses  and  of  the  bond  that  it  cre- 
ates with  alumni  and  students.  Alumni  Association  President  Dr.  Eugene  Owens  made  the  invocation,  and 
Dr.  Joe  Paul,  vice  president  of  Student  Affairs,  delivered  the  welcoming  remarks.  Bob  Pierce,  executive 
director  of  the  Alumni  Association,  explained  what  each  image  on  the  ring  symbolizes. 

The  ring  was  also  unveiled  on  November  6  in  a  ceremony  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach. 

"We  expect  the 
ring  will  become  a 
virtual  'walking 

diploma'  for  our 
alumni  so  that  every- 
one who  sees  the 
ring  will  quickly 
realize  that  the  wear- 
er is  a  Golden  Eagle," 
Pierce  said. 

The  official  ring  is 
the  result  of  almost 
two  years  of  planning 
by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the 
Alumni  Association, 
in  conjunction  with 


President  Shelby  Thames  unveils  the  design  for  the  new  official  university  ring.  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
explains  what  the  symbols  on  the  ring  mean. 


the  University  Bookstore.  The  committee — composed  of  students,  faculty,  staff  and  alumni,  with  assistance 
from  representatives  with  Commemorative  Brands  Inc.  (CBI) — developed  the  style  of  the  ring  and  chose 
the  images  placed  on  it. 

The  ring  will  be  cast  in  yellow  gold  with  an  antique  finish.  Each  side,  or  shank,  of  the  ring  displays 
some  of  the  most  recognizable  and  beloved  images  from  the  Southern  Miss  campuses.  One  shank  holds 
the  images  of  the  attack  eagle  striking  in  front  of  the  Friendship  Oak  with  the  nickname  "Golden  Eagles" 
below  and  to  the  left.  Under  this  scene  are  the  university's  initials,  USM.  This  side  of  the  ring  shows  not 
only  the  university's  athletic  pride  and  traditions  but  also  the  bond  between  the  Gulf  Coast  and 
Hattiesburg  campuses. 
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Dr.  Jay  Grimes,  provost  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  unveils  the  ring's  design. 


The  other  shank  shows  the  Aubrey  Keith  Lucas  Administration 
Building  under  a  beautiful  Southern  sky.  The  acronym  of  the  univer- 
sity motto,  "SMTTT!"  or  Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!,  is  placed  under 
the  building.  Below  this  are  four  black-eyed  Susans,  one  for  each 
name  that  our  school  has  held  during  its  93-year  history.  This  side 
shows  the  university's  rich  traditions.  The  black-eyed  Susans  and  the 
Administration  Building  are  under  "spacious  skies  and  land  of  sun- 
shine" (from  the  second  verse  of  the  Alma  Mater)  and  are  tied  togeth- 
er by  the  school  motto. 

The  top  of  the  ring  is  a  signet  style  that  shows  a  version  of  the  uni- 
versity seal  with  the  words  "The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi" 
on  the  border. 

"The  images  on  the  ring  symbolize  our  lives  as  students  and  our 
loyalty  as  alums.  The  ring  captures  the  spirit  of  Southern  Miss,"  said 


Margie  Heltzel,  student  and  member  of  the  Official  Ring  Committee. 

The  creation  of  the  official  ring  is  an  integral  part  in  the  Alumni 
Associations  plan  for  building  and  recording  traditions.  It  is  a  logical 
step  in  the  process  of  creating  awareness  for  the  university's  tradi- 
tions. One  ring  will  now  represent  everything  that  being  a  part  ol 
Southern  Miss  means — tradition,  pride,  loyalty,  and  excellence. 

"The  impact  of  the  official  ring  as  a  tradition  will  be  seen  almost 
instantly,"  said  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  vice  president  ol  Student  Affairs.  In  the 
past,  the  university  offered  more  than  30  customized  rings  to  stu- 
dents and  alumni.  However,  participation  in  purchasing  these  rings 
was  minimal.  "An  otticial  ring  program  not  only  increases  sales  ot 
rings,  it  also  increases  pride  and  loyalty  to  the  university,"'  said  Paul. 

The  official  ring  does  this  in  many  important  ways.  First,  the  ring 
is  an  honor  that  must  be  earned.  Students  and  alumni  can  no  longer 
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purchase  a  ring  whenever  they  want.  Only  student  and 
alumni  who  have  completed  60  credit  hours,  30  of  which 
much  come  from  Southern  Miss,  and  are  in  good  academic 
standing  are  eligible  to  purchase  the  ring.  In  this  way  the 
ring  is  not  just  jewelry  but  also  a  goal  for  students  and  a  dis- 
tinction for  the  wearer.  The  official  ring  symbolizes  that  the 
wearer  not  only  attended  Southern  Miss  but  also  complet- 
ed a  required  number  of  hours  and  did  it  well. 

Second,  the  official  ring  can  only  be  purchased  from  the 
university.  Custom  rings  will  no  longer  be  available  from 
any  source.  This  means  much  more  than  increased  revenue 
from  ring  sales  for  the  university.  It  also  means  that  each 
wearer  of  the  official  ring  will  share  a  bond,  a  sense  of 
belonging.  Every  one  who  sees  the  Southern  Miss  ring  will 
know  that  the  wearer  is  part  of  Southern  Miss. 

When  two  strangers  meet,  each  wearing  the  official  ring, 
they  will  already  have  a  common  bond.  The  official  ring  is 
their  link  to  the  university.  It  is  an  icebreaker,  a  foot  in  the 
door,  a  welcome  to  all  who  possess  it. 

Finally,  the  official  ring  is  a  part  of  Southern  Miss  histo- 
ry. Never  before  has  the  university  offered  one  official  ring. 
The  first  group  of  students  and  alumni  who  receive  an  offi- 
cial ring  will  be  setting  the  stage  for  generations  of  Golden 
Eagles  to  come. 

Eligible  students  and  alumni  can  order  the  ring  January 
26-28,  2004,  in  the  lobby  of  the  R.C.  Cook  Union.  Those 
interested  must  purchase  the  ring  during  this  time  in  order 
to  receive  their  ring  at  the  official  ring  ceremony. 


Founders'  Day  2004  will  mark  the  first  time  anyone  will 
receive  an  official  ring.  The  ceremony  will  be  held  in  con- 
junction with  and  to  heighten  the  other  Founders'  Day 
events.  The  historic  event  will  be  the  finale  to  the  first  year 
of  the  official  ring's  existence  and  the  beginning  of  an  annu- 
al tradition. 

At  this  event,  students  and  alumni  will  be  presented  with 
their  official  ring  one  by  one.  They  will  all  put  the  ring  on 
at  the  same  time  and  wear  it  according  to  their  classification 
on  campus.  Students  will  wear  the  ring  with  the  seal  facing 
them,  symbolically  showing  that  they  are  still  in  school; 
alumni  will  wear  the  ring  with  the  seal  facing  outward, 
showing  that  they  are  graduates  of  the  university.  Dr. 
Thames  will  be  the  first  recipient  of  the  official  ring. 

The  ceremony  will  be  almost  as  important  as  com- 
mencement itself.  The  students  who  receive  the  official 
ring  during  the  ceremony  will  be  attaining  a  milestone,  for 
the  official  ring  is  an  honor.  The  recipients  will  be  the  first 
people  to  experience  the  university's  newest  tradition,  a 
tradition  that  from  its  inception  will  be  realized,  under- 
stood, and  recognized  by  all  members  of  the  Southern  Miss 
community. 

"It  takes  hard  work  and  determination  to  become  eligi- 
ble for  an  official  ring,  and  when  the  first  class  of  students 
receive  their  rings  on  Founders'  Day  2004,  they  will  have 
reached  the  first  of  many  great  achievements  as  Southern 
Miss  alumni,"  said  Pierce.    *2s 


Already  have  a  Southern  Miss  ring? 

Students  and  alumni  who  already  own  a  customized  Southern  Miss  ring  from 
any  ring  manufacturer  will  have  the  opportunity  to  return  it  to  CBI  between 
November  17,  2003,  and  November  17,  2004,  and  have  it  melted  down  and  recast 
in  the  same  karat  gold  into  the  new  official  ring  at  no  charge.  They  may  also  have 
it  recast  into  a  higher  karat  and  pay  the  upgraded  difference.  After  November  17, 
2004,  any  Southern  Miss  ring  from  any  ring  manufacturer  can  be  recast  into  the 
official  ring  for  a  nominal  charge. 

No  rings  will  be  accepted  for  trade-in  until  November  17,  2003. 

To  trade  in  a  ring,  call  (866)  BALFOUR. 
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Help  Knows  No  Boundaries 

School  Of  Nursing  Reps  Take  Humanitarian  Trips  to  Cuba,  Ukraine 


By  Renuka  Suryanarayan 


Faculty  and  students  from  the  School  of  Nursing  may 
have  headed  off  to  opposite  points  on  the  globe,  but 
they  shared  the  same  humanitarian  focus. 
A  team  of  graduate  students  in  the  School  of  Nursing,  led 
by  director  Dr.  Sharyn  Janes,  arrived  in  Cuba  in  October  to 
participate  in  the  Second  Central  American  and  Caribbean 
Nursing  Conference  on  STDS  (sexually  transmitted  dis- 
eases), HIV/AIDS  and  other  communicable  diseases.  In 
another  hemisphere  altogether,  Dr.  Martha  Morris,  a  facul- 
ty member  m  the  School  of  Nursing,  led  a  nine-member 
medical  team  from  Hattiesburg  on  a  mission  trip  to  the 
Ukraine.  There  the  team  administered  medical  care  to  indi- 
gent villagers. 

Janes  said  the  trip  to  Cuba,  the  ninth  overall  for  the 
School  of  Nursing,  would  be  a  chance  to  learn  as  well  as  to 
give.  "According  to  the  World  Health  Organization  (WHO), 
the  Caribbean  has  the  fastest  growing  HIV  epidemic  outside 
of  Africa,  so  we  could  help  them  develop  nursing,  and  they 
in  turn  could  help  us  access  primary  health  care,"  she  said. 
At  the  invitation  of  the  Pedro  Kourt  Institute  of  Tropical 
Medicine  (IPK)  and  its  nursing  department  at  Havana,  the 
team  from  Southern  Miss  stayed  in  Cuba  for  10  days.  Along 
with  Janes  and  Southern  Miss  faculty  member  Joe  Farmer, 
several  Southern  Miss  graduate  students  attended  the  con- 
ference, presenting  papers  on  topics  such  as  ethics,  bioethics 
and  STDs,  and  advances  in  care  for  people  with  HIV/AIDS. 
Although  there  are  12  medical  schools,  including 
Harvard,  currently  working  in  Cuba,  Southern  Miss  repre- 
sents the  only  school  of  nursing  there. 

From  October  17-27,  Morris'  team  examined  as  many  as  700 
Ukrainians  and  gave  away  1,516 
prescnptions  and  eyeglasses. 

"We  do  this  annually,  and  it  is 
significant  to  Mississippi  in  that 
they  get  to  hear  more  about  us 
other  than  what  they  see  in  the 
movies  and  on  television,"  Morris 
said.  "It  helps  Ukrainians  under- 
stand Americans  better  and  see 
Dr  Sharyn  Janes  us  as  their  brothers  and  sisters." 


Dr.  Martha 
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Medicine  and  supplies  were  provided  by  churches  and 
some  of  the  team  members.  The  other  members  accompa- 
nying Morris  on  the  trip  were  Dr.  Frank  Dement  of 
Hattiesburg;  Mary  Stainton,  a  registered  nurse  in 
Hattiesburg;  Edwin  Williams,  a  pharmacist  from  Jackson; 

"According  to  the  World  Health  Organization 
(WHO),  the  Caribbean  has  the  fastest  growing 
HIV  epidemic  outside  of  Africa.  So  we  could 
help  them  develop  nursing,  and  they  in  turn 
could  help  us  access  primary  health  care." 

-  Dr.  Sharyn  Janes,  director,  Southern  Miss  School  of  Nursing 

Allen  Mapp  from  Macon;  Jeanne  Pierce  from  Bogue  Chitto; 
Bettye  Douglas  from  Brookhaven;  and  Nina  Rigdon  and 
Virginia  Williams  from  Meridian. 

Morris  said  the  team  traveled  to  five  clinics  in  different 
villages  in  Ukraine,  where  they  diagnosed  poor  patients 
with  the  help  of  translators.  "We  will  be  using  little  books 
that  we  prepared  in  their  own  language,"  she  said. 

Although  skeptical  of  their  intentions  at  first,  Ukrainian 
villagers  usually  warm  quickly  to  their  American  guests 
once  they  "get  to  know  our  work  is  genuine,"  Morris  said. 
"And  always  the  most  heartwarming  thing  about  the  visit  is 
the  way  in  which  Ukrainians  prepare  food  for  us  and  their 
sharing  of  what  little  they  have  with  us." 

This  is  the  third  trip  mission  trip  to  the  Ukraine  for  this 
particular  team.  5^ 
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hey  are  our  mama!" 

That's  how  Joseph  George  of  India  describes  the  role  Southern 
Miss'  International  Student  and  Scholar  Services  (ISSS)  plays  in  the 
lives  of  the  university's  international  students.  Considering  that  ISSS 
is  dedicated  to  recruiting  and  serving  the  university's  foreign  student 
population,  there  can't  be  much  higher  praise  than  that.  After  all, 
international  students  usually  need  someone  to  look  out  for  them, 
someone  to  guide  them,  someone  to  whom  they  can  turn  when  a 
problem  arises. 

"They  give  us  every  possible  help  that  they  can,"  George  explained. 
"When  we  come  in,  they  have  an  orientation  to  help  us  accustom 
ourselves  to  the  culture — mannerisms,  speech,  everything." 

In  fact,  when  new  international  students  arrive  in  Hattiesburg,  ISSS 
and  the  Baptist  Student  Union  co-host  a  daylong  orientation  for 
them.  Newcomers  are  given  the  opportunity  to  socialize  with  other 
newcomers  as  well  as  with  American  students,  who  answer  questions 
about  the  university  and  the  community. 

Outreach  continues  long  after  the  event.  Throughout  the  year,  ISSS 
hosts  other  events  that  showcase  American  culture  and  food.  It  also 
sponsors  an  international  fair  that  allows  students  to  share  their  own 
cultures  with  the  local  community.  But,  perhaps  most  importantly, 
the  ISSS  office  is  on-hand  to  serve  foreign  students,  willing  to  listen 
and  anxious  to  help. 

Anna  Udicova  of  Slovakia  tells  of  the  frequent  ISSS  e-mail  invita- 
tions she  received  to  attend  food  tastings  and  other  cultural  get- 
togethers.  Although  the  demands  of  playing  power  forward  for  the 


Joseph  George  of  India  is  pursuing  a  master's  of  business  administration 
degree  at  Southern  Miss. 


Anna  Udicova  of  Slovakia  is  power  forward  for  the  Lady  Golden  Eagles 
basketball  team. 

Lady  Golden  Eagles  basketball  team  prevented  her  from  participating 
in  these  offerings,  she  said  she  appreciated  the  way  ISSS  kept  in 
touch  with  her  throughout  the  school  year. 

Alejandro  Encinas  of  Peru  and  his  wife,  Taylis  Fernandez,  of  Cuba, 
share  the  same  positive  feelings  for  ISSS.  "They  are  our  advisers,"  he 
said.  "They  are  really  important  to  each  of  the  students,  and  they  help 
us  with  immigration  status,  orientation,  documents  and  recommen- 
dations of  what  is  best  for  us  in  the  university." 

Encinas  said  he  appreciated  that  guidance  when  applying  to  the 
university  to  study  in  the  master's  program  in  viola  performance.  His 
wife,  also  proficient  in  music,  likewise  said  she  needed  the  help  of 
ISSS  when  applying  for  admission  with  the  orchestra  department  to 
pursue  her  undergraduate  degree  in  cello  performance. 

Initially,  they  both  sent  audition  tapes  to  Dr.  Michael  Kimber.  pro- 
fessor of  music.  "[Dr.  Kimber]  responded,  Alejandro,  you  are  good 
but  your  wife  is  wonderful,'"  he  said.  Following  the  glowing  assess- 
ment, Encinas  received  an  assistantship  to  study  for  his  masters 
degree  in  viola  performance.  Taylis  was  awarded  a  full  scholarship  to 
pursue  a  bachelor's  degree  in  cello  performance. 

The  tuition  was  taken  care  of,  but  the  paperwork  needed  to 
process  the  applications  was  tangled  and  confusing.  Encinas'  bache- 
lor's and  master's  degrees  were  from  Russia,  and  he  said  those  degrees 
usually  take  a  long  time  to  figure  out. 

ISSS  worked  dilligently  on  Encinas'  behalf,  he  said.  "Theirs  is  a 
very  efficient  system,"  he  said.  "Each  time  I  have  anything  to  do  with 
[ISSS  staff  members],  they  were  very  nice.  They  take  time  right  now. 
right  when  I  need  them,  and  they  do  not  make  me  wait  for  an 
appointment." 

The  staff's  dedication  was  also  evident  when  Fernandez  was  apply- 
ing to  Southern  Miss.  She  had  attended  a  special  school  for  musicians 
in  Havana,  a  school  that  combined  high  school,  conservatory  and 
college  studies.  However,  Fernandez  did  not  stay  to  perform  her 
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Taylis  Fernandez  of  Cuba  and  her  husband,  Alejandro  Encinas  of  Peru,  are  pursuing  their  degrees  in  cello  performance  and  viola  performance,  respectively. 


mandatory  year  of  service  to  the  country,  instead  becoming  a  cellist 
for  a  chamber  ensemble  in  Colombia  that  Encinas  directed. 

Her  decision,  which  ultimately  led  to  their  marriage  and  their 
choice  to  come  to  Southern  Miss,  was  not  without  repercussions. 
Upon  requesting  her  documents  from  the  Cuban  government, 
Fernandez  was  informed  that  they  had  no  records  beyond  her  first 
year  of  school.  Frustrated,  she  turned  to  ISSS,  who  discovered  she 
could  circumvent  the  Cuban  government  by  getting  a  GED  in  the 
United  States. 

So,  with  the  support  of  Jay  Dean,  the  university's  music  director 
and  conductor,  Fernandez  learned  English  at  the  English  Language 
Institute  and  studied  for  the  GED.  She  will  take  the  GED  this  fall,  and 
once  she  passes,  she  will  begin  work  full  time  on  her  bachelor's 
degree. 

While  ISSS  serves  all  international  students,  Southern  Miss' 
renowned  ELI  is  there  to  teach  English  to  students  with  little  or  no 
English  proficiency.  Founded  in  1947,  ELI  was  among  the  first  such 
programs  in  the  U.S.  to  become  accredited.  It  likewise  distinguishes 
itself  in  that  most  of  its  teachers  have  1 5  or  more  years  of  experience 
teaching  English  as  a  second  language. 

"ELI  has  provided  English  language  instruction  to  about  20,000 
students  over  the  years,"  said  Susan  Steen,  director  of  the  Institute  for 
International  and  Continuing  Education.  "It  is  proud  of  its  long- 
standing tradition  of  educating  international  students  for  leadership 
in  todays  global  economy" 


Under  Administrator  Audrey  Blackwell,  ELI  has  10  employees 
who  presently  serve  58  students  from  24  different  countries. 

None  of  these  students  is  required  to  attend  ELI,  but  it  is  to  their 
advantage  to  do  so,  officials  said.  Like  Encinas  and  Fernandez,  many 
attend  the  institute  to  prepare  for  the  TOEFL  test  required  for  admis- 
sion to  American  university.  They  also  rely  on  ELI  for  Southern  Miss' 
own  proficiency  battery  used  for  admission.  Still  others  attend  to 
improve  their  English  ability  for  personal  and/or  professional  reasons. 

Both  Fernandez  and  Encinas  said  they  are  especially  grateful  to  the 
ELI,  which  helped  provide  them  with  excellent  English  skills.  "I  have 
learned  three  languages  in  my  life — Russian,  Portuguese  and 
Spanish — but  the  best  teachers  in  language  are  here,"  Encinas  said. 
"They  are  amazing,  really.  Everybody  can  speak  easily  with  this  insti- 
tute. I  highly  recommend  all  foreign  students  to  come  here  and  study 
at  ELI." 

Likewise,  ELI  and  ISSS  staffs  said  they  believe  the  students  with 
whom  they  work  are  special  as  well.  "When  I  think  of  the  challenges 
international  students  must  overcome,  I  think  that  those  who  make 
it  here  successfully  must  certainly  be  the  best  of  the  best  in  their  own 
communities,"  said  Elizabeth  Shoemake,  coordinator  of  ISSS. 

"International  students  make  a  great  contribution  to  the  universi- 
ty," she  continued.  "They  are  scientists,  teachers,  doctors,  musicians, 
artists  and  athletes.  They  share  their  talents,  culture  and  knowledge 
with  the  USM  community  and  give  us  a  source  upon  which  to  draw 
for  inspiration."  EsP 
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Stone  D.  Barefield  '52 

Over  the  course  of  his  professional  life,  Stone 
Barefield  has  given  generously  of  his  time  to  his 
community. 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss  in  1952,  he 
received  his  juris  doctorate  degree  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi.  Barefield,  a  Hattiesburg  res- 
ident, was  in  private  practice  from  1954  through 
1983,  then  from  1992  until  the  present.  He  was  retained  as  an  attorney 
for  the  Forrest  County  Board  of  Supervisors  from  1969-1984  and  was 
the  full-time  attorney  for  the  county  and  the  board  from  1984-1991.  He 
served  as  assistant  attorney  general  in  1993. 

In  1959,  he  was  elected  to  the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives 
and  served  six  consecutive  terms.  While  in  office,  he  authored  impor- 
tant pieces  of  legislation  that  impacted  the  elderly  and  public  school- 
teachers and  was  the  original  author  of  the  Open  Primary  Election  law. 
Barefield  also  secured  legislation  for  the  creation  of  the  Pearl  and  Leaf 
Rivers  Rails  to  Trails  Recreation  District  as  well  as  a  bond  authorization 
of  $150,000  to  acquire  and  develop  the  Longleaf  Trace. 

Barefield's  efforts  extend  to  several  organizations  as  well.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Sons  of  Confederate  Veterans,  Mississippi  Division, 
serving  as  judge  advocate  from  1993-2003.  Barefield  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Beauvoir,  the  Jefferson  Davis  Shrine  and 
Presidential  Library.  He  is  also  a  Scottish  Rite  Mason. 

A  veteran,  Barefield  served  with  the  U.S.  Merchant  Marines  and  the 
U.S.  Marine  Corps. 

Barefield  and  his  wife,  Bonnie,  have  four  children — Stone  Jr.,  Allen, 
Julia  and  Michael — and  five  grandchildren. 

Maj.  Gen.  Buford  C.  Blount  III  71 

In  March  2003,  Maj.  Gen.  Buford  C.  Blount  III  led 
the  3rd  Infantry  Division  (Mechanized)  as  they  spear- 
headed coalition  efforts  to  liberate  the  people  of  Iraq, 
remove  the  oppressive  regime  of  Iraqi  President 
Saddam  Hussein  and  defeat  his  army.  Blount,  a 
Southern  Miss  ROTC  graduate,  is  commander  of  the 
U.S.  Army's  3rd  Infantry  Division,  a  post  he  has  held 
since  October  2001.  He  commands  nearly  20,000  soldiers  and  3,000 
civilian  employees  in  the  mechanized  division  and  oversees  units  sta- 
tioned at  Fort  Stewart,  Hunter  Army  Airfield  and  Fort  Benning,  Ga. 

Blount  has  a  long  history  of  outstanding  leadership  and  service  in  the 
Army  and  for  the  nation  and  has  served  in  a  variety  of  command  and 
staff  positions  prior  to  commanding  the  3rd  Infantry  Division 
(Mechanized).  Command  assignments  include  commander,  Combat 
Support  Company  and  B  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  77th  Armor,  5th 
Infantry  Division  (Mechanized),  Fort  Polk,  La.;  commander,  A  Troop, 
15th  Cavalry,  197th  Infantry  Brigade,  Fort  Benning,  Ga.;  commander, 
3rd  Battalion,  64th  Armor,  3rd  Infantry  Division  (Mechanized), 
USAREUR  and  Seventh  Army,  Germany;  commander,  3rd  Brigade,  4th 
Infantry  Division  (Mechanized),  Fort  Carson,  Colo. 


Blount,  who  was  commissioned  an  armor  officer  in  1971,  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Armor  Officer  Basic  Course,  the  Infantry  Officer  Advanced 
Course,  the  United  States  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College, 
and  the  United  States  Naval  War  College,  where  he  earned  a  masters 
degree  in  national  security  and  strategic  studies. 

His  awards  include  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal,  Silver  Star, 
Legion  of  Merit  (with  two  Oak  Leaf  Clusters),  Meritorious  Service  Medal 
(with  six  Oak  Leaf  Clusters),  and  the  Army  Commendation  Medal  (with 
two  Oak  Leaf  Clusters.) 

Blount  is  married  to  the  former  Anita  Barr  '69  of  Collins.  They  have 
two  married  daughters  and  one  grandson. 

Gene  D.  Carlisle  '64 

Since  graduating  in  1964,  entrepreneur  Gene  D. 
Carlisle  has  been  a  faithful  and  loyal  member  of  the 
Southern  Miss  community.  A  life  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  he  is  also  chairman  of  the  College 
of  Business  and  Economic  Developments  Business 
Advisory  Council  and  serves  on  the  USM 
Foundation's  Board  of  Directors.  Carlisle's  service  to 
the  university  has  been  recognized  recently.  In  2002,  he  was  named  the 
CBED's  Distinguished  Alumnus  of  the  Year. 

Presently,  Carlisle  is  founder  and  sole  shareholder  of  Carlisle 
Corporation,  the  parent  holding  company  for  all  subsidiaries  including 
Carlisle  Properties,  Carlisle  Hotels  Inc.,  Carlisle  Media  and  Wendelta  Inc. 
The  corporation  oversees  the  operations  of  three  Holiday  Inn  Hotels,  one 
Hampton  Inn,  2,500  apartments  and  Wendy's  Restaurants  located 
throughout  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  North  Carolina. 

Carlisle  is  a  trustee  for  Wendy's  National  Advertising  Program  and 
serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  Deer  Valley  Club.  In  2003,  Carlisle 
was  nominated  for  Wendy's  International's  Founders  Award;  he  was 
also  nominated  for  Entrepreneur  of  the  Year  for  the  Ernst  and  Young 
Award.  In  2002,  Carlisle  was  a  Mississippi  Business  Hall  of  Fame 
inductee,  and  in  2001,  he  was  named  Operator  of  the  Year,  Southeast 
Region  for  Wendy's. 

Carlisle  and  his  wile,  Karen,  reside  in  Memphis.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren: Courtney,  Chance  and  Chase. 

Patricia  "Pat"  Cruise  '63 

After  receiving  a  bachelor's  degree  in  elementary  education  in  l°o3. 
Pat  Cruise  devoted  her  career  to  teaching.  She  was 
employed  by  the  Biloxi.  Miss..  Public  School  System, 
he  Mobile,  Ala.,  Public  School  System  and  the  Jones 
County  School  System.  Additionally,  she  was  a  char- 
ier member  ol  the  Jones  County  American  Federation 
ot  teachers,  serving  as  treasurer  for  20  vears.  Cruise 
received  many  teaching  awards,  among  them  the 
Award  lor  Excellence  and  the  Golden  Apple  Award  presented  by 
WDAM-TY  and  Alfa  Insurance  Agency  lor  excellence  in  teaching. 
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An  active  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  community — Cruise  and  her 
husband,  Grover,  are  season  ticket  holders  and  are  members  of  the  Eagle 
Club  and  Hardwood  Club — Cruise  has  also  been  recognized  by  her 
alma  mater.  The  Alumni  Association  honored  her  with  its  Outstanding 
Service  Award,  the  Continuous  Outstanding  Service  Award  and  the 
Scott  Caldwell  Award  for  Outstanding  Chapter  President.  Presently,  she 
is  serving  her  third  term  as  president  of  the  Laurel  Metro  Chapter  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  a  position  she  held  in  1992  and  1996. 

Cruise  also  devotes  her  time  to  the  community.  For  more  than  20 
years,  she  has  been  a  volunteer  with  the  American  Red  Cross  of  the  Pine 
Belt  and  also  works  disaster  services.  She  also  served  for  eight  years  on 
the  adult  staff  of  the  Red  Cross  Youth  Leadership  Camp.  In  1998,  she 
and  her  husband  received  the  "Pine  Belt  Area  Volunteer  of  the  Year" 
award  from  the  Pine  Belt  chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Cruise  and  her  husband  have  one  son,  Scott  '94,  and  two  grandchil- 
dren, Parker,  4,  and  Marley,  3. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jeff  W.  Hammond  78,  '83 

Brig.  Gen.  Jeff  Hammond's  service  to  his  country 
can  be  traced  back  to  his  time  at  Southern  Miss.  The 
three-year  varsity  football  letterman  and  team  captain 
was  also  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Army  Reserve  Officers 
Training  Corps  and  earned  distinction  as  a  distin- 
guished military  graduate. 

Following  graduation  in  1978,  Hammond  was 
commissioned  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  U.S.  Army  and  chose  to  pur- 
sue a  professional  active  duty  military  career  as  his  vocation.  In  this 
regard,  he  has  served  with  soldiers  throughout  the  world  to  include  duty 
in  the  United  States,  Germany,  Korea,  Saudi  Arabia,  Iraq  and  Bosnia. 
Hammond  commanded  at  the  company  through  brigade  levels  and  has 
twice  served  in  the  Pentagon.  Over  the  years  he  led  soldiers  in  combat 
and  peace  enforcement  operations  to  include  his  current  duty  assign- 
ment with  the  British  Army  as  a  corps  operations  officer.  In  October 
2002,  Hammond  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general. 

Hammond  received  a  masters  degree  in  special  education  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1983,  and  in  1992,  he  was  awarded  a  masters  degree 
in  national  security  and  strategic  studies  from  the  United  States  Naval 
War  College. 

Hammond  and  his  wife,  the  former  Diane  Centanni  of  Hattiesburg, 
have  been  married  for  more  than  20  years.  They  have  two  children: 
Michael,  13,  and  Megan,  11,  The  family  resides  in  Rheindahlen,  Germany 

Jeffery  W.  Johnson  '86 

A  leader  in  the  advancement  profession,  Jeffery  W. 
Johnsons  successful  career  in  higher  education  began 
at  Southern  Miss.  As  a  student,  he  served  as  a  resident 
assistant,  vice  president  of  the  Student  Alumni 
Association  and  a  Southern  Style  ambassador.  These 
experiences  led  to  Johnson  being  employed  in  a  full- 
time  position  in  the  university's  Office  of  Recruitment 
as  a  recruiter  intern.  He  served  in  this  position  while  still  a  full-time  stu- 
dent and  completed  his  bachelor's  degree  on  time. 


After  graduating,  Johnson  was  offered  full-time  employment  at  Southern 
Miss.  He  worked  for  the  university  until  1991 ,  when  he  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Kansas  University  Alumni  Association.  In  the  five  years  at  KUAA,  he 
received  excellent  work  reviews  and  three  promotions.  In  1995,  he  earned 
a  master's  degree  in  higher  education  administration  from  KU. 

Johnson,  now  nearing  his  20th  year  in  higher  education,  is  president 
and  CEO  of  the  Iowa  State  University  Alumni  Association.  He  is  among 
the  top  leaders  in  the  advancement  field  and  has  a  strong  record  of  per- 
sonal and  professional  achievements,  dedication  and  commitment  to 
institutional  advancement,  and  involvement  in  his  alma  maters  and 
other  industry  organizations.  Johnson  is  sought  after  to  oversee  or  help 
facilitate  changes  in  how  not-for-profit  organizations,  like  many  alumni 
associations,  survive  in  this  new  economy. 

His  goal  in  the  next  five  years  is  to  develop  a  comprehensive  docu- 
ment that  speaks  to  the  need  of  the  relationship  among  a  campus'  alum- 
ni association,  its  foundation  and  that  of  its  institution  to  be  as  coordi- 
nated and  seamless  as  possible. 

Johnson  and  his  wife,  Peggy  '88,  have  two  children,  Krystal,  16,  and 
Knstopher,  14.  The  family  resides  in  Ames,  Iowa. 

Dr.  Tom  Rhea  Phillips  Jr.  '50 

Dr.  Tom  Rhea  Phillips  Jr.  is  an  active  and  involved 
member  of  the  Hattiesburg  and  Southern  Miss  com- 
munities. As  a  student,  Phillips  was  president  of  the 
university's  class  of  1950,  treasurer  of  the  Student 
Government  Association  and  a  member  of  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  fraternity. 

His  involvement  with  Southern  Miss  didn't  end 

when  he  graduated.   Phillips  is  a  member  of  the 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association,  Eagle  Club,  Partners  for  the  Arts,  the 

Dr.    Frances  A.    Karnes   Center   for   Gifted   Studies   and   the   USM 

Foundation,  where  he  serves  on  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Hattiesburg  native  serves  or  has  served  as  chairman,  president  or 
advisory  board  member  of  several  area  organizations,  including  the 
Salvation  Army,  the  Mississippi  chapter  of  the  Nature  Conservancy,  the 
Hattiesburg  Historical  Society  and  the  Mississippi  Dental  Association 
Peer  Review  (at  the  state  and  district  levels).  Phillips  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Nathan  Bedford  Forrest  chapter  of  the  Sons  of  Confederate 
Veterans  and  belongs  to  the  Commander  Isaac  Carter  chapter  of  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  a  Boy  Scouts  of  America  leader 
and  a  recipient  of  the  council's  Pine  Burr  award. 

Phillips  also  has  worked  with  the  environmental  agenda,  and  in  1990 
the  Mississippi  Forestry  Commission  named  him  Tree  Farmer  of  the 
Year  for  South  Mississippi.  The  Audubon  Society  also  presented  him 
with  a  conservation  award.  Additionally,  Phillips  built  the  largest, 
longest  and,  until  recently,  the  only  covered  bridge  in  Mississippi.  He 
also  built  Timberlakes  Subdivision. 

A  graduate  of  the  Loyola  University  School  of  Dentistry,  Phillips  owns 
his  own  dental  practice  in  Hattiesburg. 

He  and  his  wife,  Barbara  '59,  have  five  children:  Tom  Rhea  III  '88, 
David  Michael,  Alesia  Ann,  John  Allen  '87  and  Barbara  Lynn.  All  of  his 
children  either  attended  or  are  attenting  Southern  Miss.  Bjk 
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OUTSTANDING  SERVICE  AWARD 

BOB  DIECKMAN  '61 

Bob  Dieckman  graduated  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1961  with  a 
bachelors  degree  m  business 
administration,  and  his  enthusi- 
asm for  the  university  did  not  end 
at  graduation. 
Dieckman  served  as  president  of  the 
Pensacola,  Gulf  Coast  and  Jackson  alumni  chap- 
ters and  currently  serves  on  the  Board  ot 
Directors  for  the  Jackson  alumni  chapter.  He  has 
also  been  a  member  of  Eagle  Club  for  15  years. 
Following  graduation,  Dieckman  worked  for 
Gayfer's  department  store  in  Pensacola,  Fla., 
Biloxi  and  Jackson  for  14  years.  In  1995,  he 
retired  from  the  Mississippi  Employment 
Security  Commission  as  chief  fiscal  officer. 

Dieckman  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann,  have  four 
children — three  of  whom  are  Southern  Miss 
alumni — and  seven  grandchildren. 

BILLY  HEWES  '60 

Billy  Hewes  received  his  bache- 
lors degree  in  personnel  manage- 
ment from  Southern  Miss  in  1960. 
Upon  completing  the  ROTC  pro- 
gram at  the  university,  he  was 
commissioned  as  a  second  lieu- 
tenant and  served  eight  years  as  a  transportation 
corps  officer  for  the  United  States  Army.  He 
received  honorable  discharge  at  the  age  of  28 
with  the  rank  of  captain. 

Since  his  graduation,  Hewes  has  been  active 
with  his  alma  mater.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  Eagle  Club  and  USM 
Foundation's  Honors  Club. 

While  he  was  an  employee  of  Nationwide 
Insurance  Company  he  was  awarded  the  com- 
pany's Challenger,  Executive,  Champion  and  the 
President's  Conference  designations.  He  was  also 
recognized  as  the  top  agent  m  Nationwide's 
South  Central  region.  As  a  broker  for  Billy  Hewes 
Real  Estate,  Hewes  attained  the  achievement  of 
life  membership  in  the  Top  Producer  Club. 

Hewes'  community  involvement  includes 
participation  in  the  Harrison  County 
Republican  Club,  Gulfport-Orange  Grove 
Rotary  Club,  the  Orange  Grove-Lyman  and  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  chambers  of  commerce, 
the  BancorpSouth  Community  Advisory  Board 
of  Directors,  the  Great  Southern  Club  and  Golf 
Club,  and  the  Gulfport  Yacht  Club.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  St.  Joseph  Catholic  Church 


Hewes'  leadership  roles  include  past  president 
of  the  Mississippi  Retail  Merchants  Association, 
Orange  Grove  Youth  Association,  Gulfport 
Jaycees,  Gulfport  City  Council  and  the 
Broadwater  Country  Club.  He  is  a  past  treasurer  of 
the  Harrison  County  Development  Commission 
and  a  former  member  of  the  Gulf  Coast 
Community  College  Board  of  Trustees  and  the 
State  Board  for  Community  and  Junior  Colleges. 

Currently,  Hewes  is  serving  his  second  term 
as  Gulfport s  first  Ward  7  city  councilman.  A 
local  businessman,  he  has  sponsored  local  youth 
sports  for  the  past  30  years. 

He  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  reside  in  Gulfport  and 
have  three  sons,  Billy  III,  Charlie  and  Michael. 
They  also  have  seven  grandchildren. 

LINDA  LANG  ISHEE  '89 

Linda  Lang  Ishee  is  a  third-gen- 
eration Southern  Miss  alum  who 
was  raised  on  "Eagle  Fever."  Her 
grandmother,  parents,  and  all 
seven  of  her  brothers  and  sisters 
are  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Ishee's 
father,  Elmo  Lang,  played  football  for  the 
Southerners  and  was  instrumental  in  changing 
the  mascot  name  to  Golden  Eagles  when  he  was 
president  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  Ishee  was  a  member 
of  Chi  Omega  sorority  and  was  a  Phi  Kappa  Tau 
little  sister. 

Ishee  is  involved  with  several  organizations 
within  her  community.  Currently,  she  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Harrison  County  Heart  Association 
Board  of  Directors  and  is  a  member  ot  the 
Gulfport  Business  Club.  She  attends  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  and  is  active  with  the 
Youth  Council. 

Ishee  became  president  of  the  Coast  Metro 
alumni  chapter  in  January  2003.  The  chapter, 
nicknamed  "Coast  Eagles,"  managed  such  events 
as  the  Southern  Miss  After  Hours,  the  annual 
Beach  Bash  and  the  sale  of  "Go  Gold"  game-day 
T-shirts.  The  chapter,  along  with  the  develop- 
ment office  of  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast,  rewards 
outstanding  teachers  who  are  Southern  Miss 
alumni;  the  chapter  awarded  five  Golden  Apple 
Awards  for  2003.  Coast  Eagles  also  awarded 
three  scholarships  to  outstanding  area  seniors. 

Ishee,  a  professional  artist  and  a  private  art 
instructor,  resides  in  Gulfport  with  her  hus- 
band, David,  and  their  11 -year-old  daughter. 
Lauren. 


KRISTEN  PHILLIPS  KERN  93,  94 

Kristen  Phillips  Kem  received 
ler  bachelor's  and  master's  degrees 
rom  Southern  Miss  and  has  con- 
inued  to  show  loyalty  to  her  alma 
mater.  She  has  held  leadership 
positions  in  the  Jackson  Metro 
alumni  chapter  since  1994,  serving  as  publicity 
chairman  from  1999-2002  and  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  since  1994. 

Since  1997,  Kern  has  been  the  director  of 
communications  for  the  Mississippi  Bankers 
Association.  She  graduated  from  the  Mississippi 
School  of  Banking  in  2002.  Kern  is  also 
involved  in  the  Public  Relations  Association  of 
Mississippi  (PRAM)  and  served  as  president, 
vice  president  of  membership  and  secretary  for 
the  Central  Chapter.  For  the  statewide  chapter 
of  PRAM,  she  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
and  as  treasurer. 

Kern  belongs  to  the  Mississippi  Chapter  of 
the  International  Association  of  Business 
Communicators  and  the  Mississippi  Society  of 
Association  Executives.  The  IABC  honored  Kem 
with  its  Crystal  Award,  and  PRAM's  Central 
Chapter  recognized  her  with  its  Presidents  Award. 

Active  in  her  community,  Kern  volunteers  for 
the  Junior  League  of  Jackson  and  the  Make-A- 
Wish  Foundation  of  Mississippi  Wishmakers 
Ball.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Chnst  United 
Methodist  Church. 

TOM  KING  73 

Sen.  Tom  King,  a  native  ot 
Hattiesburg,  received  his  bache- 
lor's degree  in  history  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1973. 

King's  chic  involvement  began  in 
1993  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Mississippi  House  of  Representatives,  where  he 
served  until  1999.  He  was  elected  to  the  state 
Senate  in  2000  and  is  now  the  chainuan  of  the 
Senate  Local  and  Pnvate  Committee  and  vice 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Municipalities  Committee. 
King  also  serves  on  the  Senate  Education. 
Finance.  Insurance.  Juvenile  Justice.  Public 
Property,  and  Veterans  and  Military  Affairs  com- 
mittees, as  well  as  the  Joint  (Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives"1  Home  Corporation  Oversight 
and  Facilities  Management  committees. 

A  four-year  veteran  of  the  United  States  Air 
Force,  King  served  in  the  Vietnam  War  from 
No8  through  1969. 

King  is  a  deacon  at  Fetal  Harvey  Baptist 
Church  and  is  also  a  Mason.  He  is  a  member  of 


FALL 


35 


ASSOCIATION 


the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Rotary  Club, 
American  Legion  and  VFW  He  is  also  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Wesley  Health  Center. 

King  and  his  wife,  Susan  Lynn  Patterson, 
have  two  children,  Clay  and  Chad.  Chad  is  a 
student  at  Southern  Miss. 

MIKE  PHILLIPS  '84 

A  life  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  Mike  Phillips 
received  his  bachelors  degree  in 
biology  from  Southern  Miss  in 
1984.  An  alumnus  of  Kappa 
Alpha,  he  is  also  involved  with  his 
alma  mater,  church  and  community. 

Phillips  is  a  past  president  of  the  Hattiesburg 
Metro  alumni  chapter  and  is  a  past  vice-president 
of  the  Atlanta  Metro  alumni  chapter.  Currently  he 
is  serving  on  the  "Go  Gold"  Committee  and  the 
University  Traditions  Committee.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Eagle  Club. 

Now  a  member  at  Temple  Baptist  Church  of 
Hattiesburg,  Phillips  previously  served  on  staff 
with  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  in  Atlanta  and 
Chattanooga  and  as  a  minister  of  youth  at 
University  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

A  member  of  the  class  of  1995  for  the  Area 
Development  Partnership  Leaders  for  a  New 
Century,  Phillips  is  a  past  president  for  New 
Century  Alumni.  Additionally,  he  is  an  active 
volunteer  with  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America. 

Phillips  is  the  owner  of  Alpine  Snow,  a  local 
chain  of  snowball  stands,  and  also  owns  several 
rental  properties.  He  and  his  wife,  Kim  '98, 
reside  in  Hattiesburg  with  their  two  children, 
Shelby  and  David. 

DICK  SIMMONS  77 

Dick  Simmons,  a  native  of 
Columbia,  received  his  bachelors 
degree  in  construction  engineer- 
ing from  Southern  Miss.  While  he 
was  an  undergraduate,  he  received 
the  Outstanding  Intramural 
Manager  Award  for  1975-1976. 

Presently,  Simmons  is  a  sales  consultant  for 
the  Sunbelt  companies  in  Jackson  and  Florala, 
Ala.  He  also  served  on  the  Mississippi  Building 
Material  Dealer's  Association  board  from  1995- 
1999  and  represented  the  wholesale  members. 

Since  2000,  Simmons  has  served  the  Eagle 
Club  as  director  for  the  East  Central  District. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Athletic  Advisory 
Board.  Additionally,  Simmons  assisted  with  the 
development  of  the  annual  Jeff  Bower-East 
Central  Eagle  Club  Alumni  District  Golf 
Tournament  in  Meridian. 

Along  with  his  brother,  Wronal  '86,  and  sis- 
ter, Susan,  Simmons  set  up  an  athletic  endow- 


ment in  memory  of  his  mother,  Miriam  Quinn 
Simmons,  a  longtime  College  Board  member 
and  a  legislator  from  Marion  County. 

Simmons  is  a  life  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  is  a  member  of  the  USM 
Foundation's  Associates  for  Excellence.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Building  Committee  of  his 
church,  Baylis  Chapel  United  Methodist  of 
Columbia. 

He  and  his  wife,  Melinda  Gullette,  reside  in 
the  Bailey  community  outside  of  Meridian  with 
their  son,  Scott  Causey. 

CONTINUOUS  SERVICE  AWARD 

STACY  BUSBY  '90 

As  a  former  recipient  of  the 
Outstanding  Service  Award  and 
the  Outstanding  Young  Alumna 
Award,  Stacy  Busby  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Southern  Miss 
community.  Since  receiving  her 
bachelor's  degree  in  polymer  sci- 
ence, Busby  has  become  involved  in  the 
Alumni  Association  and  other  Southern  Miss 
organizations. 

Busby  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Mobile/Baldwin  County  and  the  North  Alabama 
alumni  chapters  and  currently  serves  on  the 
board  of  the  North  Alabama  alumni  chapter.  She 
also  served  on  the  Chapter  Advisory 
Committee,  the  University  Traditions 
Committee  and  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Alumni  Association.  Busby  is  active  with  the 
Eagle  Club  as  well  as  recruitment  for  the  uni- 
versity. She  assists  the  Southern  Miss  recruit- 
ment operations  in  area  recruiting  for  Mobile 
and  Huntsville,  Ala. 

Busby  is  the  process  engineer  for  Engelhard 
Corporation  in  Huntsville.  She  and  her  hus- 
band, Johnny,  live  in  Madison,  Ala.,  and  expect 
their  first  child  in  December. 

DAVID  HAM  '84 

David  Ham  received  his  bache- 
lor's degree  in  business  administra- 
tion in  1984,  and  since  gradua- 
tion, his  Southern  Miss  involve- 
ment has  taken  on  many  roles. 
Ham  received  the  Outstanding 
Service  Award  in  1999  and  has  continued  to 
show  his  support  and  dedication  to  Southern 
Miss.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the  Alumni 
Association  and  served  as  president  of  the  Hinds 
County  and  Hattiesburg  Metro  alumni  chapters. 
He  received  the  Talons  of  Excellence  Award  and 
is  currently  on  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
Events  Committee  for  the  Alumni  Association. 
As  a  member  of  the  Eagle  Club,  Ham  has  served 
as  district  director  for  the  Hattiesburg  metro 
area  since  1999.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Athletic 


Council,  the  Hardwood  Club  and  the  Dugout 
Club.  He  is  also  the  chairman  for  the  "Go  Gold" 
Committee. 

Since  1993,  Ham  has  been  the  owner  and 
president  of  David  Ham  Apparel  Inc.  in 
Hattiesburg. 

TRAVIS  NORMAN  70 

As  soon  as  he  received  his  bach- 
elor's degree  in  industrial  engineer- 
ing, Travis  Norman  signed  up  for 
the  Alumni  Association.  He  has 
been  an  active  member  ever  since. 
Norman  is  also  an  avid  supporter  of 
Southern  Miss'  athletics  and  academic  programs. 
Norman  served  as  president,  vice  president 
and  board  member  for  the  Southeast  alumni 
chapter  in  Jackson  County.  He  served  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Alumni  Association  for 
two  years.  Additionally,  he  is  a  member  of  Eagle 
Club  and  a  supporter  of  the  USM  Foundation. 

Norman  has  received  awards  from  the  Eagle 
Club  and  the  Alumni  Association,  including 
the  Golden  Eagle  Award,  the  Outstanding 
Alumni  Chapter  President  Award  (the  Scott 
Caldwell  Award)  and  the  Alumni  Outstanding 
Service  Award. 

Presently,  Norman  is  a  lead  member  of  the  engi- 
neering staff  at  the  Northrop  Grumman 
Shipbuilding  off-site  office  for  Lockheed  Martin 
Mantime  Systems  and  Sensors  Division.  He  and  his 
wife,  Shirley  Griffin  '60,  reside  in  Ocean  Springs. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Tara  Aust  Courtney,  and 
two  grandchildren,  Lauren  and  Austin. 

SELLERS  NORRIS  '96 

The  sign  on  the  door  of  Sellers 
Norris'  business  states  that  business 
is  closed  for  all  Southern  Miss  home 
football  games.  This  avid  Southern 
Miss  fan  received  his  bachelors 
degree  in  journalism  in  1996. 
Norris  and  his  wife,  Linda,  are  life  members 
of  the  Alumni  Association,  and  he  has  served  on 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Alumni 
Association.  For  25  years,  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  Eagle  Club  and  has  served  as  district 
chairman.  Norris  was  also  president  of  the  Jones 
County  Big  Gold  Club. 

He  spent  31  years  serving  his  country  in  the 
Army  National  Guard  and  Reserves,  retiring  as  a 
lieutenant  colonel  in  1992.  In  his  community, 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board 
and  district  chairman  of  the  Pine  Belt  Boy 
Scouts,  commissioner  for  the  Pine  Belt  Regional 
Airport  Authority,  director  of  Alcorn  State 
University  Executive  Foundation,  director  for 
the  Lumberton  Citizen  Hospital  and  fund-rais- 
ing chairman  for  several  charitable  organiza- 
tions. Additionally,  he  is  a  32nd  degree  Scottish 
rite  and  a  York  rite  Freemason. 
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In  1986,  the  Mississippi  chapter  of  the  Future 
Business  Leader  of  America  elected  Norris  as 
Mississippi's  Businessperson  of  the  Year. 

Norris  and  his  wife  reside  in  Hattiesburg  and 
are  members  of  Willow  Pointe  Church,  where 
Norris  serves  as  an  elder.  They  have  one  son, 
Sellers  Stephen,  who  served  in  the  Mississippi 
Air  National  Guard  in  Operation  Enduring 
Freedom  and  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom. 

MARVIN  SHEMPER  '66 

Hattiesburg  native  Marvin 
Shemper  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  with  a  bachelors  degree  in 
business  administration  in  1966. 
Following  graduation,  he  joined 
the  family  business  of  Ben  Shemper 
&  Sons,  Inc.  as  a  general  manager. 

A  former  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  USM  Foundation,  Shemper  remains  an 
enthusiastic  alumnus  through  serving  on  the 
Loyalty  Foundation  Board  and  being  a  member 
of  the  Eagle  Club  and  the  M  Club.  He  was 
inducted  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  in  1998 
for  his  continued  loyalty  and  commitment  to 
the  university. 

Shemper  is  also  active  in  the  Pine  Burr  Area 
Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  He  is  a 
past  president  of  the  council  and  is  a  member  of 
the  BSAs  national  board.  The  Pine  Burr  Area 
Council  awarded  Shemper  the  1999 
Distinguished  Citizen  Award,  and  the  2002 
Eagle  Scouts  class  was  recognized  in  his  honor. 
In  addition  to  his  dedication  to  Southern  Miss 
and  the  Pine  Burr  Area  Council,  Shemper  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Great 
Southern  National  Bank  and  is  engaged  in  other 
civic,  corporate  and  philanthropic  ventures. 

Shemper  and  his  wife,  Susan  71,  have  one 
son,  Michael.  They  are  members  of  the  Temple 
B'nai  Israel  congregation,  where  Shemper  is  a 
board  member  and  past  president. 

OUTSTANDING  YOUNG  ALUMNUS 
AWARD 

TOM  ANDERSON  '91 

Tom  Anderson,  the  current 
South  Central  alumni  chapter 
president,  received  his  bachelors 
degree  in  political  science  from 
Southern  Miss  in  1991.  As  an 
undergraduate,  he  served  as 
Associated  Student  Body  vice  president  and  was 
a  member  of  Southern  Style  and  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa.  Anderson  was  honored  as  Outstanding 
Male  Citizen  and  Outstanding  Fraternity 
Member  in  1991  and  was  featured  in  Who's 
Who  in  American  Colleges  and  Universities. 


After  graduating  from  the  University  of 
Mississippi  School  of  Law  in  1993,  Anderson 
became  an  adjunct  professor  for  Southern  Miss' 
Department  of  Paralegal  Studies.  He  is  now  a 
partner  with  the  law  firm  of  Balch  &  Bingham 
LLP,  practicing  in  the  firm's  litigation  section. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Mississippi  Law 
Journal,  the  Moot  Court  Board,  the  Mississippi 
State  Bar  and  the  Alabama  State  Bar  Association. 

Active  in  his  community,  Anderson  volun- 
teers with  the  Mississippi  Diabetes  Foundation 
and  the  Mississippi  Bar  High  School  Mock  Trial 
program.  He  is  a  member  of  First  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Anderson  resides  in  Long  Beach  with  his 
wife,  Shelley  Sansing  Anderson  '92,  and  their 
son,  William  Craig. 


BILLY  WALKER  '80 

~~a~~      I      A  1980  graduate  with  a  bache- 
f       t|       lor's  degree  in  business  administra- 
tion, Billy  Walker  is  the  owner  of 
,w      Walker  Audio  Visual  in  Biloxi  and 
^|^«  ^^BH  Southwesi   <  asino  Productions  in 
I  Houston,  Texas. 


Walker  is  a  member  of  several  organizations, 
including  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  National  Association  of 
Theme  Party  Operators,  ACAE,  MSAE,  LSAE 
and  NACE.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Sunkist 
Country  Club  in  Biloxi. 

Walker  has  served  as  president  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  Metro  alumni  chapter  and  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Alumni  Association.  He  is  cur- 
rently a  member  of  the  Southern  Miss  Athletic 
Foundation,  the  Football  Foundation  and  the 
Hardwood  Club.  Walker  is  also  district  director 
for  the  Eagle  Club. 

Walker  attends  First  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean 
Springs.  He  and  his  wife,  Brenda,  have  two  chil- 
dren, Brett  and  Baylee. 

FRIEND  OF  SOUTHERN  MISS  AWARD 

BILL  OLIVER 

Bill  Oliver,  CPA,  FHFMA  is  in 
his  seventh  year  as  president  of 
Forrest  General  Hospital.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  has  been  involved 
in  the  health  care  industry  as  an 
auditor,  consultant,  chief  financial  office,  chief 
operating  officer  and  chief  executive  officer.  He 
currently  serves  on  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
the  Mississippi  Hospital  Association. 

At  Southern  Miss,  Oliver  serves  on  the  advi- 
sory boards  for  both  the  Center  for  Community 
Health    and    the    College    of    Business    and 


Economic  Development.  He  also  serves  on  the 
boards  of  the  Hattiesburg  division  of 
BancorpSouth,  the  Greater  Hattiesburg 
Community  Foundation,  the  Pine  Burr  Area 
Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  the 
Area  Development  Partnership. 

Oliver  is  a  member  of  Parkway  Heights 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Rotary  Club. 
He  has  been  involved  in  leadership  roles  of 
fund-raising  activities  for  the  American  Heart 
Association  HeartWalk,  the  American  Cancer 
Society  Relay  for  Life,  the  Diabetes  Foundation 
of  Mississippi  Walk,  the  United  Way,  the 
Hattiesburg  Arts  Council  and  the  Partnership 
for  Tomorrow  Campaign  of  the  ADP 

Oliver  and  his  wife,  Becky,  have  two  sons, 
David  and  Kent,  and  a  grandson,  Carson. 

SPECIAL  SERVICE  AWARD 

RON  HOWARD 

Ronald  Charles  Howard,  a 
Hattiesburg  native,  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  the  Eagle  Club  and 
the  USM  Foundation.  He  complet- 
ed two  semesters  at  Southern  Miss 
before  finishing  his  bachelors  degree  in  com- 
puter science  at  the  University  of  Alabama. 

But  Howards  Southern  Miss  ties  have  stayed 
strong.  He  serves  on  the  board  of  the 
Birmingham  alumni  chapter  and  is  a  member  of 
the  USM  Foundations  Associates  for  Excellence. 

Additionally,  Howard  and  his  family  have 
donated  historical  books,  photographs  and 
other  memorabilia  to  the  university.  He  recent- 
ly donated  a  collection  of  more  than  1.000 
mounted  trading  cards  of  former  Southern 
Miss  football,  basketball  and  baseball  players 
who  have  gone  on  to  the  professional  leagues. 
He  has  also  donated  a  number  of  duplicate 
cards,  which  are  used  to  raise  money  for  the 
Eagle  Club. 

In  addition  to  participating  in  university  and 
chapter  activities,  Howard  and  his  family  have 
sponsored  tailgate  parties  when  Southern  Miss 
baseball  and  softball  teams  have  played  on  the 
University  of  Alabama  campus. 

In  1996,  Howard  retired  from  BellSouth, 
where  he  had  held  various  managerial  positions 
in  the  computer  field.  Since  retirement.  Howard 
has  continued  his  passion  for  history.  He  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  Luellen  Boggan  '68,  have  had 
several  books  and  articles  published. 
Additionally,  Howard  also  secured  exhibit  mate- 
rials for  museums  and  historic  sues  in  Alabama. 
Georgia  and  Mississippi. 

Howard  and  his  wife  have  two  children. 
Michael  '97  and  Michelle  03.  5jJ* 
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USMAA  Past  President  Dies 

The  loss  of  Joe  Johnson  on  August 
27,  2003,  sent  Shockwaves  throughout 
the  state  of  Mississippi.  Joes  personali- 
ty, character,  civic  involvement,  tireless 
energy,  selfless  nature  and  vision  for 
the  future  had  endeared  Joe  to  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  him. 

He  is  the  type  of  person  one  can 
never  forget,  nor  one  who  can  ever  be 
replaced. 

Joe,  a  1962  graduate  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  was 
born  March  3,  1940,  in  Wayne  County,  Miss.  Unfortunately,  his  life 
was  claimed  in  a  tragic  accident  in  the  same  county,  not  far  from 
where  he  was  born.  While  his  life  was  cut  short,  no  one  can  question 
the  positive  impact  he  made  on  his  family,  friends,  community 
church  and  university. 

Joe  was  an  economic  developer,  his  title  reading  executive  director 
of  the  Wayne  County  Economic  Development  District,  but  to  those 
who  knew  him,  he  was  so  much  more.  He  changed  peoples'  lives. 
Whether  the  service  was  professional,  civic  or  philanthropic,  if  Joe 
Johnson  was  involved,  he  would  not  only  participate,  but  also  make 
the  situation  better. 


His  listing  of  activities  and  involvement  is  extensive.  Professionally, 
his  leadership  included  memberships  in  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Development  Council,  with  service  on  its  board  from  1995-1997;  the 
Southern  Economic  Development  Council;  and  the  Southeast 
Mississippi  Economic  Development  Network,  with  service  as  presi- 
dent of  that  organization  from  1997  to  1999.  He  also  founded  the 
Wayne  County  Leaders  of  Tomorrow  Program  and  was  a  founding 
member  of  the  Jones  County  Junior  College  Local  Workforce  Council. 

From  a  civic  perspective,  he  was  involved  with  the  March  of  Dimes, 
Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Rotary  Club,  Lions  Club  and  the  Wayne 
County  Chamber  of  Commerce,  among  other  organizations. 

His  participation  at  Southern  Miss  was  extensive.  Not  only  were  he 
and  his  wife,  Renee,  lifetime  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  and 
members  of  the  USM  Foundations  Honor  Club,  but  Joe  served  in 
multiple  leadership  positions  for  the  university,  including  president  of 
the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  in  1990.  He  was  inducted  into 
the  Associations  Hall  of  Fame  in  1992  and  had  just  completed  a  term 
as  chair  of  the  organizations  Past  Presidents  Council  shortly  before 
his  death.  And,  of  course,  one  could  always  count  on  Joe  and  Renee 
being  in  the  stands  to  root  the  Golden  Eagles  on  to  a  victory. 

His  gifts  were  many  and  his  impact  was  great.  He  will  be  missed. 
Memorials  can  be  made  in  his  honor  to  the  Joe  Johnson  Memorial 
Endowment  in  Economic  Development  with  the  USM  Foundation. 
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IHL  Launches  New  Web  Site 

Alumni  from  the  state's  universities  are  encouraged  to  get  involved  The  Legacy  Corner 


The  Mississippi  Institutions  of  Higher 
Learning  Inter-Alumni  Council  has 
launched  a  new  Web  site,  www.missis- 
sippiuniversities.com/alumni,  which 
provides  information  on  what  alumni  of 
the  states  public  universities  are  doing  to 
assist  their  universities.  The  site  also  instructs  users  on  how  to  obtain 
information  about  the  universities  and  their  alumni  associations. 
Additionally,  alumni  can  sign  up  for  a  subscription  to  the  Inter-Alumni 
Council  Network  and  receive  updates  on  the  status  of  Mississippi  uni- 
versities in  the  legislature. 

Alumni  from  Mississippi's  universities  can  advocate  for  higher  edu- 
cation in  the  state  in  several  ways.  First,  they  can  take  pride  in  and 
speak  publicly  about  the  fact  that  Mississippi's  public  four-year  uni- 
versities serve  the  citizens  of  the  state  well.  Second,  they  can  help 
elected  officials  see  the  need  for  a  priority  on  education  funding. 
Third,  by  continuing  to  support  their  alma  mater,  alumni  can  ensure 
the  foundation  of  continuing  success,  which  includes  quality  aca- 
demic programs  and  faculty  and  staff  who  are  compensated  in  a  way 
that  makes  Mississippi  competitive  with  other  states. 

The  IHL  Inter-Alumni  Council  consists  of  alumni  representatives 
from  all  eight  publicly  funded  institutions  of  higher  learning.  This 
organization  advocates  for  Mississippi  universities  in  the  legislature. 
Representatives  meet  quarterly,  assist  with  the  IHL  College  Fair  and 
coordinate  the  IHL  Legislative  Network. 

The  delegation  for  Southern  Miss  includes  Eugene  Owens  of 
Laurel,  Luke  Schissel  of  Greenwood,  Dale  Shearer  of  Ridgeland, 
Ralph  Simmons  of  Laurel,  Bonnie  Warren  of  Hattiesburg,  and  Bob 
Pierce  of  Hattiesburg,  executive  director  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association.  Schissel,  Simmons  and  Warren  have  all  served  as  the 
chair  of  the  IAC,  Warren  most  recently  from  2001-2002. 


Golf  Tourney  Raises  $10,000  for  Legacy  Fund 

The  Shell  Finish 
Line/Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Homecoming 
Scholarship  Golf 

Tournament  raised 
more  than  $10,000  in 
donations  for  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  Legacy  Fund,  which  will  provide  scholarships  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

With  this  year's  donation,  almost  $80,000  has  been  raised  for  the 
scholarship  fund,  which  is  administered  by  the  USM  Foundation. 
Scholarships  are  expected  to  be  awarded  in  the  fall  of  2005. 

President  Shelby  Thames  was  on  hand  at  Hattiesburg's 
Canebrake  Golf  Club  Oct.  31  to  accept  the  donation  on  the  funds 
behalf. 

"The  fifth  annual  tournament  was  the  most  successful  to  date," 
said  Mark  Boyles,  tournament  director  and  associate  director  of 
the  Alumni  Association.  "We  had  almost  150  golfers  participate, 
and  we  raised  $10,000  for  the  Legacy  Fund,  which  our  tourna- 
ment benefits.  We  want  to  thank  all  of  our  sponsors  and  partici- 
pants who  made  this  possible." 


Incoming  freshman  take  part 
in  the  annual  Painting  of  the 
Eagle  Walk. 


With  the  semester  well  under 
way,  The  Legacy  has  continued  to 
go  about  the  task  of  keeping  and 
preserving  the  university's  tradi- 
tions.  With  the  highest  member- 
ship numbers  in  years,  The 
egacy  is  becoming  a  prominent 
organization  on  campus. 

The  semester  started  in  a  blur 
with  the  Painting  of  the  Eagle 
Walk,  followed  by  the  annual 
Legacy  Board  retreat.  At  the 
retreat,  board  members  made 
plans  for  the  upcoming  year.  Some 
of  the  topics  discussed  were  the  T-shirt  Trade  and  Burning, 
Painting  of  the  Little  Rock  and  the  annual  bus  trip  to  Alabama. 
The  Legacy  continues  to  show  its  school  spirit  by  painting  The 
Little  Rock  each  week.  Some  of  the  spirited  phrases  displayed  so 
far  this  year  were  "UABlah  Blah  Blah,"  "What's  a  Bearcat?  Who 
Cares!"  and  "Sweet  Home  Southern  Miss."  This  time-honored 
tradition  will  continue  throughout  the  fall  and  spring  semesters 
as  we  support  our  Southern  Miss  athletic  teams. 

The  fall  semester  continues  with  The  Legacy  Series.  The  goal 
of  the  series  is  to  develop  a  sense  of  pride  and  belonging 
among  Southern  Miss  students  by  teaching  the  history  and  tra- 
ditions of  various  aspects  of  the  institution.  Guest  speakers 
include  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  John  Cox,  Dr.  Joe  Paul  and  Dr. 
Andrew  Wiest.  Sessions  range  from  Southern  Miss'  earliest  his- 
tory to  its  most  recent  achievements,  including  athletics.  Each 
session  draws  more  than  150  students  and  is  an  exciting  way 
for  students  to  be  educated  on  the  history  and  traditions  of 
Southern  Miss. 

"We  feel  that  students  are  bonded  to  their  university  and 
more  likely  to  become  active  alumni  when  they  know  where 
we've  been  and  where  we  are  going,"  said  Dawn  Smith,  Legacy 
adviser. 

For  more  information  about  The  Legacy,  contact  Dawn  Smith  at 
(601)  266-5013  or  visit  www.SouthemMissAlumm.com  J*J* 


New  Life  Members 

DARREN  K.  A.  TROXLER 
GEORGE  E  TOUART 
DAVID  L.  CARLSON 
DAVID  &  KAY  STRINGFELLO W 
LARRY  S.&  LYNDA  BLAIR  BAGLEY 
LARRY  E.  BRADLEY 
LARONDA  MARIE  LOTT 
THOMAS  A.  WHALEN 
PETER  B.  LEE 

FORREST  GLENN  BROADWAY 
FREDERICK  N.LEWIS 
CARL-JOHAN  NYSTROM 
MARK  &  ALENDA  CARM1CHAEL 
WALTER  RAGLAND 
JOHN  EDWARD  HODGES 
DAVID  E.  MCKAY 
SHEILA  CLARK  BOOKER 
JERRY  &  KRIST1E  BOWLIN 
ELMER  H.HEMPHILL,  JR. 
GAIL  ELIZABETH  MOLLERE 
MICHAEL  MARKS 


DANIEL  E.  &  LAURA  A.  WRIGHT 
JAMES  BRADLEY'  MITCHELL 
KEITH  PATRICK  &  SUSAN 
LEGGETT  MELANCON 
JAMES  PENDERGRASS 
DA\TD  L.  &  EMILY  D.  WOLBY 
JOHN  &  TINA  HOLUNGSWORTH 
T  ERIC  &  MARY  B.  SUMRALL 
GLENN  L.  &  ROBIN  N.  WHITE 
DAVID  WAYNE  BARLA 
JEFF  &  DEBBIE  SHEARER 
MARTIN  H.  WILLIAMS 
IOHN  R.  KENNEDY 
CLAYTON  MAXWELL  BEARD 
BILLY  &  SARAH  HEWES 
RICHARD  DALE  ROEMER 
SAMUEL  SCOTT  MCGEE 
GABRIEL  IOSEFH  SHOEMAKER 
WILLIAM  LAMES  N AFTER.  JR. 
E  MITCHELL  BULLOCK 
MICK  C,  BULLOCK 
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ATHLETIC 


Athletic  Director  Richard  Giannini,  President  Shelby 
F.  Thames  celebrate  the  Athletic  Center's  ribbon 
cutting  with  the  building's  architect  Mack  Son  ell 
of  JH&HLtd. 


Donors  Honored  at  Ribbon  Cutting 

With  nearly  200  donors,  alumni,  city  and 
state  officials  present,  Southern  Miss  athletics 
program  held  a  ribbon  cutting  ceremony  in 
September  for  the  new  athletic  center. 
President  Shelby  Thames  hailed  the  building 
as  "one  of  the  finest  athletic  facilities  in  the 
region  and  the  nation,"  and  Richard  C. 
Giannini,  athletic  director,  thanked  those  who 
supported  the  building  project. 

Because  of  their  support  of  the  building 
project,  Giannini  honored  the  following  indi- 
viduals by  naming  a  room  or  area  within  the 
athletic  center  in  their  honor. 

Best  Hall  of  Determination  -  Joe  and  Anita  Best 

Carlisle  Hall  of  Champions  -  Gene  and  Karen  Carlisle 

Fairchild  Vestibule  -  Rodney  and  Wiley  Fairchild 

Ferlise  Football  Locker  Room  -  Pat  and  Rosalie  Ferlise 

Gibson  Athletic  Director's  Suite  and  Conference  Room  -  E.R  "Gene"  and  Cheri  Gibson 

Holmes  and  Smith  Strength  Center  -  Paul  H.  "Bud"  Holmes  and  Lonnie  and  Velma  Smith 

Payne  Team  Conference  Room  -  Larry  and  Elizabeth  Payne,  Keith  Payne, 

James  L.  "Jimmy"  Jr.  and  Tasha  Payne 

Roberts  Football  Suite  -  H.  D.  "Doc"  and  Carolyn  Roberts 

Southern  Bone  and  Joint  Medical  Suite  -  Dr.  Lance  Line,  Dr.  Keith  Melancon, 

Dr.  Doug  Rouse 

Thames  Administration  and  Coaches  Suite  -  Drs.  Clay  and  Cynthia  Thames, 

Dr.  Scott  and  Diane  Thames,  Dr.  Shelby  F  and  Shirley  Thames 


Brown  Lands  Free  Agent  Contract 

■  Women's  basketball  player  Sonja  Brown  signed  a  free  agent 
contract  with  the  Los  Angeles  Sparks  of  the  WNBA  in  April. 

Brown,  a  two-year  letter  winner  and  a  starter  for  the  Lady 
Eagles,  averaged  6.0  points  and  6.4  rebounds  during  her  sen- 
ior season.  She  finished  the  season  No.  6  in  the  nation  in 
blocked  shots  (3.2  per  game).  During  her  two-year  campaign, 
she  set  the  school  record  for  blocked  shots  for  a  single  game 
(11),  season  (101)  and  career  (190).  She  was  named 
Conference  USA  co-Player  of  the  Week  once. 


Green  Fills  Vacant  Coaching  Spot 

Head  Basketball  Coach  James  Green  filled  the  vacant  spot  on  his  staff  in  August  with 
the  announcement  of  the  hiring  of  Quinn  Strander,  who  most  recently  coached  at 
Nicholls  State  University. 

He  replaces  Kyle  Roane,  who  recently  left  to  become  the  head  basketball  coach  at 
Forrest  County  AHS.  He  had  been  a  member  of  Green's  staff  the  past  seven  seasons. 

"Kyle  did  an  outstanding  job  for  us,  but  Quinn  will  be  equally  effective  and  help  us 
continue  doing  the  things  that  will  help  us  reach  the  levels  we  all  strive  for,"  Green  said. 
"He  has  a  varied  background,  has  been  closely  associated  with  all  aspects  of  the  game 
during  his  career  and  can  step  in  here  and  quickly  become  effective.  Because  we're  so 
close  to  the  start  of  the  season  and  don't  have  a  lot  of  time  to  get  someone  acclimated  to 
our  system,  we  needed  someone  whose  experience  base  closely  fit  our  needs." 

Strander,  who  was  in  private  business  the  past  year  following  a  head  coaching  change 
at  Nicholls  State,  looks  forward  to  being  back  in  the  game.  "I'm  excited  to  become  a  part 
of  Coach  Green's  staff  and  the  Southern  Miss  family.  I'm  appreciative  of  the  opportunity 
Coach  Green  has  given  me.  Coaching  is  very  much  a  part  of  my  life,  and  I  look  forward 
to  working  with  a  coach  and  a  program  I've  always  had  great  respect  for. 

"In  looking  at  the  foundation  Coach  Green  has  established  at  Southern  Miss,  I  think 
there's  a  real  opportunity  for  this  program  to  reach  new  heights.  There  are  a  lot  of  tal- 
ented players  coming  back,  and  I  look  forward  to  working  with  them  and  the  staff." 


ADALIUS  THOMAS 

NO.  96  •  DEFENSIVE  END 


Third-year  versatile  player  Adalius 
Thomas  plays  both  on  the  defensive  line 
and  as  a  linebacker  for  the  Baltimore 
Ravens.  The  Ravens  selected  him  as  a 
sixth-round  draft  choice  (186th  overall). 
Thomas  totaled  68  tackles  (38  solo),  three 
sacks  (20  yards),  1 1  passes  defended,  three 
forced  fumbles,  one  fumble  recovery  and 
two  interceptions,  one  of  which  he 
returned  for  his  first  career  touchdown. 
Twice  named  Conference  USA  Defensive 
Player  of  the  Year,  Thomas  was  an  effective 
pass  rusher  who  recorded  34.5  quarter- 
back sacks  during  his  collegiate  career, 
becoming  the  Golden  Eagles'  all-time 
leader.  He  started  every  game  in  each  of  his 
last  three  seasons  and  was  a  first-team  all- 
conference  pick  as  a  senior  in  1999.  In 
Southern  Miss'  30-27  win  over  Louisville, 
Adalius  sacked  current  Raven  quarterback 
Chris  Redman  -  twice.  As  a  junior  in  1998, 
Thomas  earned  first-team  AU-American 
honors  by  the  American  Football  Coaches 
Association  and  third-team  honors  from 
Football  News.  In  1997,  he  was  an  All- 
Conference  USA  first-team  pick  as  a  soph- 
omore by  Football  News.  \-*3l 
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Men's  Basketball 

Home  Schedule 

DATE 

OPPONENT 

Nov.  5 
Nov.  11 

Global  Sports 
West  Alabama 

Nov.  21 

Alcorn  State 

Nov.  25 

Texas  Southern 

Dec.  17 
Dec.  22 
Jan.  4 

Georgia  Southern 
William  Carey 
New  Orleans 

Jan.  10 
Jan.  24 

"Memphis 
"Cincinnati 

Feb.  11 

*UAB 

Feb.  18 

"Houston 

Feb.  21 

"Charlotte 

March  3 

"Tulane 

March  6 

"East  Carolina 

*  C-USA  game 

Women's  Basketball 

Home  Schedule 

DATE 

OPPONENT 

Nov.  21 
Nov.  25 

Troy  State 
Louisiana-Monroe 

Nov.  29 

McNeese  State 

Dec.  1 

Gardner  Webb 

Dec.  5-6 

Hattiesburg  Inn 
on  the  Hill  Classic 

Dec.  13 

Sam  Houston 

Dec.  19 

Mercer 

Jan.  7 

New  Orleans 

Jan.  10 

"Tulane 

Jan.  16 

"Charlotte 

Jan.  18 

"East  Carolina 

Jan.  31 

"Saint  Louis 

Feb.  2 
Feb.  13 

"Memphis 
"Cincinnati 

Feb.  15 

"Louisville 

*  C-USA  game 

Southern  Miss,  LSU  Schedule  Two-Game  Series 

Louisiana  State  University  will  make  a  two-game  appear- 
ance on  the  mens  basketball  schedule,  starting  with  a 
December  20  game  in  Baton  Rouge,  La. 

That  first  game  is  set  for  3  p.m.  at  the  Maravich  Center  on 
the  LSU  campus.  The  second  game  of  the  series  will  be 
played  at  the  Mississippi  Coast  Coliseum  in  Biloxi  on 
December  18,  2004. 

Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini  said  the  games  will 
benefit  the  Golden  Eagle  program.  "We  work  continually  to 
enhance  our  schedule,  and  this  two-game  addition  will  draw 
national  attention,"  he  said.  "And  in  the  second  year,  the  game 
will  give  Hattiesburg-area  fans  the  opportunity  to  gather  with 
our  Gulf  Coast  students,  faculty,  alumni  and  fans  to  continue  and  enhance  the  success 
we  enjoyed  with  the  Houston  game  there  last  season." 

Musgrove  Honors  Baseball  Team 

Mississippi  Gov.  Ronnie  Musgrove  proclaimed  July 
9,  2003,  as  "USM  Golden  Eagles  Baseball  Day"  in  honor 
of  the  teams  extraordinary  accomplishments  in  the 
2002-2003  season. 

The  team  finished  the  season  with  a  47-16  record 
and  hosted  the  school's  first  NCAA  baseball  regional 
tournament. 

"I  extend  my  congratulations  to  the  2003  Golden 
Eagles  baseball  team  on  their  extraordinary  accomplishments  this  season,"  Musgrove 
said.  "The  team  and  coaches  represented  their  school,  community  and  state  with  honor 
and  dignity" 

The  Golden  Eagles  finished  23-7  in  Conference  USA  and  won  the  programs  first  reg- 
ular-season championship,  along  with  the  leagues  tournament  championship.  The  team 
was  ranked  in  the  national  Top  25  for  twelve  polls  and  ranked  18th  in  the  final  USA 
Today  /Baseball  Weekly  Coaches  Poll. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  programs  history,  three  Golden  Eagle  players  were  drafted  in 
the  top  five  rounds  of  the  Major  League  Baseball  draft. 

In  addition,  Head  Coach  Corky  Palmer  was  named  the  Conference  USA/Keith  LeClair 
Coach  of  the  Year.  £5* 
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Southern  Miss  Athletics- 
More  Than  Winning  and  Losing 

What  a  great  year  2003  has  been  for  the  Eagle  Club.  Besides  record 
donations,  the  Eagle  Club  has  turned  its  involvement  campaign  into 
one  that  creates  camaraderie  among  its  members.  From  great  trips 
across  America  to  major  weekend  activities  and  golf  tournaments, 
many  Southern  Miss  supporters  have  rekindled  friendships  from  the 
past  and  created  new  ones. 


California — we  came  and  enjoyed:  Don 
and  Pam  Smith,  Mickey  and  Linda 
Hudson,  and  Kay  and  Alton  Bankston. 


Who's  left  in  Pensacola:  Gene  Klos,  Bob 
Olliff,  Linda  and  Anthony  Colson,  Jane 
and  Ed  Massey  (from  left). 


Staying  forever  young:  Ginger  Walley, 
Debbie  Vogel,  Girdelle  Dent,  who  just 
celebrated  her  90th  birthday,  and  Eva 
Cannon  (from  left). 


Everyone  is  adopting  Southern  Miss  and 
getting  involved:  Dick  Vogel;  Dale  Danks, 
former  Mayor  of  Jackson;  Rick  Turner, 
Southern  Miss  golfer  Mike  Soroka;  for- 
mer Southern  Miss  basketball  player  Ron 
Rabin;  Rick  Trusty;  and  Former  Secret 
Service  member  of  the  president's  team, 
Larry  Rowlett  (from  left). 


Mollestons  Keep  on  Giving 

Director  of  Athletics  Richard 
Giannini  presented  Mike  and 
Shelley  Molleston  with  several  gifts 
in  appreciation  of  their  great  sup- 
port of  our  athletic  program.  The 
Mollestons  were  presented  with  a 
framed  towel  designed  in  their 
honor  for  the  James  Ray  Carpenter 
golf  outing  held  this  summer.  In 
addition  to  his  membership  in  the 
Circle  of  Champions,  Mike  is  the 
main  sponsor  of  the  golf  tourna- 
ment and  has  led  the  way  in  purchasing  a  suite  in  the  Building 
Dominance  campaign. 

As  we  wish  you  best  wishes  for  a  wonderful  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  holiday,  we  do  want  to  remind  our  supporters  of  next 
year's  planned  activities  and  ways  that  can  save  you  money  in  mak- 
ing your  charitable  contributions. 

Inaugural  Puerto  Rico  College  Fan  Outing 

During  March  5-10,  2004,  the  Southern  Miss  golf  team  will  be  play- 
ing in  the  inaugural  Hyatt  Cerromar  Beach  Intercollegiate  golf  tour- 
nament, which  features  nationally  acclaimed  programs  like  North 
Carolina,  Wake  Forest  and  a  host  of  SEC  programs.  For  the  first 
time,  we  are  taking  Southern  Miss  fans  on  a  trip  with  the  team. 


Richard  Giannini,  Mike  Molleston, 
Shelley  Molleston,  Dick  Vogel  and 
Steve  Johnson  (from  left). 


Though  the  team  will  be  staying  at  the  Hyatt  Cerromar,  our  fans  will 
headquarter  out  of  the  Wyndham  El  San  Juan  Casino  Hotel,  located 
eight  miles  from  the  San  Juan  airport.  As  an  option,  the  trip  will 
include  four  rounds  of  golf  at  premier  golf  courses,  dinner  with  the 
golf  team  and  access  to  local  trips,  including  include  some  of  the 
worlds  best  shopping.  Of  course,  the  hotel  is  conveniently  located  to 
some  of  the  finest  beach  areas.  For  additional  information,  contact 
the  Eagle  Club  office  (601)  266-5299. 

Second  Annual  "Grand  Time/'  April  24-26,  2004 

Mark  your  calendars  now:  The  second  annual  "Grand  Time"  will  be 
held  April  24-26.  The  weekend  event  will  honor  Sammy  Winder 
and  will  create  the  Sammy  Winder  Football  Endowment  at  Southern 
Miss.  Look  for  golf  specials  for  practice  rounds  at  the  Grand  Bear  as 
well  as  spa  and  show  packages. 

Tentatively,  the  weekend  will  start  on  April  24  with  the  Gulf  Coast- 
sponsored  Beach  Bash.  On  April  25,  the  Grand  Casino  Biloxi  will 
host  our  silent  auction  social,  which  will  feature  numerous  celebri- 
ties— Winder  is  personally  inviting  Coach  Dan  Reeves  and  former 
Broncos  quarterback  John  Elway — heavy  hors  d'oeuvres  and  an 
open  bar.  On  April  26,  the  Grand  Bear  will  host  our  celebrity  golf 
event.  Due  to  the  anticipated  size  of  the  field,  we  are  considering  a 
double  shotgun  at  8  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  Last  year's  event  raised  $22,000 
for  golf  endowments. 

We  Can  Save  You  Money 

Do  you  want  to  take  advantage  of  2003  tax  deductions  by  joining 
the  Eagle  Club  now  for  2004? 

With  the  stock  market  substantially  up  in  2003,  one  way  to  save 
money  at  the  lowest  after-tax  cost  is  by  paying  for  your  Eagle  Club 
using  appreciated  securities  that  you  have  held  for  at  least  one  year, 
rather  than  paying  by  check  or  credit  card.  By  providing  securities  to 
the  Athletic  Foundation,  you  can  generally  obtain  a  deduction  for 
the  current  fair  market  value  of  the  stock  and  avoid  paying  capital 
gains  should  you  sell  the  stock. 

The  following  is  an  example  of  donating  stock  versus  paying  by 
check.  Suppose  you  are  married,  filing  a  joint  return  and  are  in  the 
36  percent  tax  bracket.  You  owned  a  stock  worth  $20  a  share  that 
you  purchased  more  than  a  year  ago  at  $10  share  and  would  like  to 
donate  $4,000  to  the  Eagle  Club.  By  donating  your  shares  directly  to 
the  Eagle  Club,  you  would  donate  200  shares,  which  would  equal 
the  $4,000  contribution.  If  you  sold  the  stock  yourself  to  generate 
$4,000  in  revenue,  you  would  have  to  pay  capital  gains  on  the 
amount  of  your  gain,  which  would  be  more  than  $400.  Thus,  by 
contributing  the  shares  of  your  stock  rather  than  selling  them,  you 
reduce  the  cost  of  your  donation.  Additionally,  in  avoiding  capital 
gains  taxes,  you  also  receive  a  net  tax  benefit  in  making  the  dona- 
tion. By  using  appreciated  securities  in  this  case,  the  actual  cost  to 
you  of  a  $4,000  donation  is  $2,560,  a  substantial  savings.  For  addi- 
tional information,  please  contact  Athletic  Foundation  Chief 
Financial  Officer  Christi  Holloway  at  (601)  266-5034.  E£ 
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SHOTS 


There's  just  something  about  fall.  Crisp  air.  Blue  skies.  Falling  leaves.  Game  day  at  The  Rock.  Next  time  you  attend  a  Southern 
Miss  get  together,  be  sure  to  include  us.  Send  us  pictures  of  yourself,  your  friends  or  your  family  decked  out  in  black  and 
gold,*  and  we'll  feature  the  photos,  as  many  as  space  allows,  in  a  future  issue  of  Snapshots. 
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Clinton  Wheeler,  5,  prepares  for 
another  season  of  Golden  Eagle 
football.  Clinton  is  the  son  of 
Lynwood  Wheeler  and  Lauren 
Wheeler. 

When  Anthony  Jordan,  Melanie 
Stiles  Jordan  and  their  daughter, 
Taylor,  went  to  Orange  Beach, 
Ala.,  this  summer,  they  made  sure 
to  bring  along  their  black  and 
gold. 

Scott  Walker  and  Jennifer  Walker 
show  their  Southern  Miss  pride  in 
California  Memorial  Stadium 
before  the  Southern  Miss  vs.  Cal 
game. 

A  group  of  Black  and  Gold  faithful 
enjoys  lunch  in  St.  Helene,  Calif., 
while  on  a  trip  to  Napa  Valley. 

While  in  California,  some  Southern 
Miss  alumni  stopped  in  Napa 
Valley  for  a  vineyard  tour.  They 
are,  from  left,  Richard  Nause, 
Ricky  Nause,  Marcus  Nause,  April 
Evans  Nause,  Bonnie  Gibbs  and 
Dawn  Smith. 

Fans  turned  out  in  droves  at  M.  M. 
Roberts  Stadium  when  the  Golden 
Eagles  took  on  Nebraska. 

Bill  Jackson  and  Emily  Cooper 
Jackson  celebrated  their 
September  5  wedding  with  a 
Golden  Eagle  groom's  cake. 

The  Chi  Omegas  enjoy  tailgating 
in  The  District  prior  to  the 
Nebraska  game. 

*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or 
scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300 
dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact 
the  Alumni  Association  at  (6011  266-5013. 
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Homecoming  2003 
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The  Fava  group  from  Lake 
Charles,  La.,  tailgates  on  Loyalty 
Field  outside  of  The  Rock. 

Burke  Ellzey,  his  wife,  Diane,  and 
their  daughter,  Margaret,  enjoy 
Homecoming  tailgating. 

Homecoming  gave  the  "Brew 
Crew"  of  Hattiesburg  a  time  to 
celebrate. 

Martha  Fortenberry  Thorton  and 
Tina  Brauchle  Martenstein  reunite 
in  The  District. 

Dolphus  Carter,  his  granddaugh- 
ter, Madison,  and  Jayne  Davis 
show  off  their  black  and  gold. 

Jennifer  and  Jeremiah  Daniels 
support  Southern  Miss  with  their 
son,  Thomas  Wesley. 

Noll  Goff  takes  a  break  with  his 
sons,  Conner  and  Byron. 

The  Lovorn  group  shows  their 
Southern  Miss  pride. 


Union  Planters  Bank  staff  mem- 
bers take  a  break  from  work  to  join 
in  the  Southern  Miss  Homecoming 
festivities. 
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Exciting  things  are  happening  to  Southern  Miss 
alumni,  and  now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the 
news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please 
send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39406,  e-mail  alumni.talon@usm.edu  or  post  it 
online  at  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 

All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


JOHN  W.  WILSON  '35  was  one  of  four  peo- 
ple who  organized  the  Pearl  River  County 
Alumni  Chapter  in  1954.  Recently,  Wilson 
was  featured  in  the  newspaper  as  the  oldest 
pharmacist  in  Mississippi. 


ALMA  MYERS  SAETRE  '51  cel- 
ebrated her  90th  birthday  in 
January  2003.  (PHOTO) 

ALLEN  MOODY  '54  and  his 

wife,  Sue,  are  enjoying  their  sen- 
ior years  at  "The  Villayes"  in  Florida. 

CECIL  JOHNSTON  '59  retired  as  director  of 
ITT  Technical  Institute  in  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
and  is  now  living  in  Cookeville,  Tenn. 


JERRY  MCCLAIN  '61  served  as  chief  finan- 
cial officer  of  the  Salt  Lake  City  Organizing 
Committee  for  the  2002  Winter  Olympics. 

CLYDE  ODOM  JR.  '63,  '66  has  retired  from 
Charleston  Southern  University.  He  was 
awarded  the  rank  of  emeritus  professor  of 
chemistry. 

GEORGE  MAHATHY  '63  recently  retired  from 
St.  Paul  Insurance  Companies  after  38  years  of 
service  in  the  insurance  claims  profession. 

REBA  ROBERTS  '64  is  president  of  the 
Brookhaven  Evening  Lions  Club.  She  was 
installed  June  19,  2003.  Additionally,  she 
recently  received  a  Life  Pin  given  by  United 
Methodist  women  of  Brookhaven  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

OCTAVE  TOURNILLON  III  '68  and  his 

wife,  Evelyn,  celebrated  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  in  September.  On  hand  for  the 
celebration  were  their  five  children  and  nine 
grandchildren. 


Chris  Marciani's  fast  track  to  success  has  led  him  to  a 
place  where  speed  is  the  name  of  the  game. 

Earlier  this  year,  Marciani,  29,  went  to  work  in 
NASCAR's  corporate  marketing  department.  His  focus  is 
on  selling  the  sport  to  corporate  America,  something  he  is 
able  to  accomplish  by  conveying  his  own  excitement 
about  the  high-octane  product. 

"It's  hard  not  to  get  up  and  go  when  your  product  races 
at  200  miles  per  hour,  is  the  largest  spectator  sport  in 
America  and  has  TV  ratings  second  only  to  the  NFL,"  Marciani  said. 

The  Hattiesburg  natives  rise  through  the  sports  marketing  ranks  has  been  almost 
as  impressive  as  the  rapid  and  widespread  growth  NASCAR  itself  has  enjoyed.  Right 
after  graduation,  Marciani  took  a  position  with  The  Collegiate  Licensing  Company, 
which  manages  the  licensing  programs  of  more  than  100  colleges  and  universities. 

"Great  first  job,"  Marciani  said.  "I  learned  the  unique  business  of  licensing,  and 
also  got  to  catch  a  Final  Four  or  two  and  a  couple  of  major  bowl  games." 

Next  came  a  stint  with  a  company  called  SME,  where  Marciani  worked  on  proj- 
ects helping  sports  entities  "re-brand"  themselves.  Among  his  clients  were 
Conference  USA,  DePaul  University,  the  Nokia  Sugar  Bowl,  Tulane  University  and 
Elon  College.  He  eventually  became  a  director  with  the  company  and  moved  on  to 
work  with  more  professional  clients. 

One  of  these  was  the  Arena  Football  League,  which  soon  offered  Marciani  his 
third  job. 

"I  spent  two  years  with  the  AFL  office,"  Marciani  said,  "and  got  to  watch  an 
emerging  sports  property  grow  into  a  network  TV  sport  from  behind  the  scenes." 

From  there  Marciani  went  to  NASCAR,  where  he  now  finds  himself  calling  on 
Fortune  500  companies  to  tout  the  benefits  of  tapping  into  racings  loyal  and  pas- 
sionate fan  base. 

"Once  we  get  a  company  interested  in  partnering  with  our  sport,  we  help  them  build 
a  strategy  that  meets  their  marketing  objectives,"  Marciani  said.  "That  could  include  an 
official  status  with  the  sport,  a  team-driver  relationship  or  other  possibilities. 

"My  role  is  to  bring  a  company  through  the  sales  process  and  get  them  integrat- 
ed into  the  sport.  After  that,  I'm  off  to  catch  the  next  fish." 

In  catching  those  fish,  Marciani  has  some  alluring  bait  at  his  disposal,  as 
NASCAR  fans  can  be  found  everywhere. 

"One  out  of  every  three  Americans  is  a  fan,"  Marciani  said. 

Based  out  of  NASCAR's  corporate  office  in  New  York,  Marciani  is  doing  his  part 
to  make  that  ratio  ever  more  favorable.  As  with  all  aspects  of  racing,  it's  all  about 
drive.  But  Marciani  differs  from  NASCAR's  on-the-track  representatives  in  at  least 
one  crucial  way  On  a  career  path  built  for  speed,  he's  yet  to  find  himself  running 
in  circles.  Sir 


PHILLIP  LEE  "PHIL"  MILSTEAD  '69  has 

been  elected  as  the  president  of  the  Magicians' 
Alliance  of  the  Eastern  States.  In  September, 
Milstead  was  sworn  in  as  the  62nd  president 
of  the  prestigious  65-year-old  organization. 
Currently,  he  serves  as  a  regional  vice  presi- 
dent for  the  101-year-old  Society  of  American 
Magicians  and  continues  his  work  with  NASA 
coordinating  advanced  research  programs. 


ERNEST  HOFFMAN  72  is  currently  the 

director  of  music  and  an  organist  at  Christ 
Church  Cathedral  in  Cincinnati.  His 
Cincinnati  choir  served  as  the  choir-in-resi- 

dence  at  Salisbury  Cathedral  in  England. 

MAJOR  RICHARD  L.  CENTNER  74  served 
on  the  staff  of  former  congressman  Dan  Marriott. 
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on  the  staff  of  the  House  Small  Business 
Committee,  as  a  speechwriter  at  Health  and 
Human  Sciences  in  the  first  Reagan  administra- 
tion, and  as  a  features  editor  and  writer  for  the 
Voice  of  America.  His  wife,  Brunetta  Hays,  served 
on  the  staff  of  former  Sen.  Robert  Dole  and  also 
in  the  first  Reagan  administration. 

Don  Drane,  husband  of  CAROL  DRANE  74, 
was  recently  named  human  resources  director 
at  Parker  Hannifin  Corp.  in  Madison. 

HERMAN  GAINES  74  retired  from  the 
Mississippi  State  Department  of  Health  after 
29  years  of  service.  Gaines  is  now  working  in 
the  state's  first  child  abuse  exam  clinic, 
housed  within  the  Blair  E  Batson  Hospital  for 
Children  in  Jackson. 

RAYMOND  M.  HAIR  JR.  75  is  president  of 
the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Professional  Musicians 
Association  and  is  a  member  of  the 
International  Executive  Board  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Musicians. 

JIMMY  HEIDELBERG  75  recently  received 
the  Mississippi  State  Bar  Association 
Distinguished  Service  Award  for  2003. 


m 
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SARAH 
FINNICUM  76 

serves  as  the  assis- 
tant deputy  chief  of 
staff  for  logistics 
with  U.S.  Army's 
Europe  headquar- 
ters in  Heidelberg, 
Germany. 

E.  BRANDT 
SCHMERSAHL  76 

was  promoted  in 
July  2003  to  the 
director  of  Staffing 
programs  for  Cintas 
Corporation.  His 
wife,  JOANN 
SCHMERSAHL  75, 
continues  to  work 
with  the  Alabama 
State  Department  of 
Health  as  an  envi- 
ronmentalist. 

JON  WILLIAMS 

76  was  recently 
invited  to  play  in 
the  Champions 
Tour,  Allianz 

Championship  Pro  Am  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Williams  is  the  owner  of 
Williams  Financial  Group 
and  Eagle  Mortgage  in 
Poplarville,  Wiggins  and 
Gulfport.  (PHOTO) 


After  25  years  in  the  healthcare  industry, 

CINDY  A.  KRUEGER, 

MPH  78  recently  formed 
her  own  company, 
Preservion,  Inc.  The  com- 
pany provides  health  care 
resources,  choices  and  alternatives  to  enhance 
the  health  and  productivity  of  individuals, 
business  and  health  care  practitioners. 
(PHOTO) 


JOHN  F.  SOLOMON  78 

was  recently  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  the 
R&DA  Association,  a  liai- 
son agency  between  the  military  food  pro- 


gram, government,  and  industry  contractors 
in  Dallas.  (PHOTO) 

ROBERT  ILLANNE  79,  '81  recently  retired 
from  the  Pascagoula  school  system  after  26 
years  of  service.  He  was  a  special  education 
teacher.  Illanne  plans  to  pursue  his  contract- 
ing business. 


GINGER  SMITH  '80,  '87,  '00  and  her  hus- 
band, Charles,  celebrated  their  30th  anniver- 
sary in  August.  Twin  daughters  Dina  and  Dana 
enrolled  as  juniors  at  Southern  Miss  this  fall. 

MAJOR  MARK  A.  ROBINSON  '81  retired 
from  the  U.S.  Army. 

JOYCE  WOULLARD  '81  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  assistant  vice  president  at  Trustmark 
Bank  in  Hattiesburg. 

RICK  JOHNSON  '83  was  recently  appointed 
president  and  chief  executive  officer  of 
Central  Construction  Company  in  Dallas. 

MARGARET  A.  PICKICH  '83  received  her 
national  board  certification  in  career  technolo- 
gy education.  She  is  the  new  cooperative 
learning  coordinator/instructor  at  Gautier 
High  School  in  Gautier. 

JERRY  L.  GANDY  '84  and  JEFF  PRICHARD 

'87  were  deployed  to  Southwest  Asia  for 
Operation  Iraqi  Freedom. 

^^    I  MIKE  PHILLIPS  '84  and  KIM 

j|      PHILLIPS '98  announce  the 
'  November  30,  2002,  birth  of 
their  son,  David  Michael  Jr. 
Golden  Eagle  grandparents  are 
DR.  TOM  RHEA  PHILLIPS  '50  and  his 
wife,  BARBARA  PHILLIPS  '59.  (PHOTO) 

VICKIE  LYNN  DODD  '85  and  Craig  Thomas 
Chrestman  were  married  July  5,  2003. 

DAVID  OWNES  '85  is  serving  as  the  boy's 
head  basketball  coach  at  Vancleave  High 
School. 


JAMES  CONNER  '87  accepted  a  position 
with  Yellowstone  Baptist  College  in  Billings, 
Mont.  He  is  teaching  in  the  area  of  Christian 
education  and  also  has  some  administrative 
duties.  Conner's  wife,  Catherine,  is  currently 
assisting  in  the  cafeteria. 

MILES  MUSGROVE  '87  and  ALISON 
NICOLE  RYALS  '95  were  married  in  June 
2003. 
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LARRY  PONDER  87  and  DEANNA  RUSH- 
TON  PONDER  '88  announce  the  June  28, 
2003,  birth  of  their  son,  Logan  Ray. 

RICHARD  BEKESH  '88  and  his  wife,  Laura, 
announce  the  December  f  9,  2002,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Emily  Diane. 

DR.  WILLIAM  HARRIS  '88  was  elected  chief 
of  staff  at  Central  Mississippi  Medical  Center. 
Additionally,  he  is  associate  professor  at 
University  Medical  Centers  Department  of 
Family  Medicine  and  is  medical  director  at 
Southern  Care  Hospice. 


KIMBERLY  EAVENSON  CHISOLM  90  and 

her  husband,  John,  announce  the  December 
4,  2002,  birth  of  their  son,  Jonathan  Evan. 

KATHLEEN  GAMIS  '90  and  her  husband, 
Mark,  announce  the  April  11,  2003,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Lauren  Elizabeth. 

ANN  W.  LYON  '90  and  CPT  JOSEPH  T 
LYON  '91  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  announce  the  May 
2,  2003,  birth  of  their  son,  Joseph  Tyler. 
Joseph  is  serving  as  commander  of  B  Co,  1st 
Bn,  and  124th  Infantry  Regiment  in  Ar 
Ramadi,  Iraq.  He  was  deployed  last  March. 
"Since  I  have  not  been  able  to  hold  my  son,  I 
sent  him  a  USM  shirt  for  Saturday  football 
games,"  he  wrote. 

ANGELA  MCCARTY  '90  and  MORGAN 

MCCARTY  '90  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Callie  Angeline. 

JAMES  TAYLOR  REED  '90  graduated  in  May 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center. 


BRYANT  WALLACE  '90  and  LAURA  WAL- 
LACE '92  announce  the  March  7,  2003,  birth 
of  their  son,  Austin  Bryant.  Bryant  was  recent- 
ly promoted  as  the  cost  accounting  manager 
at  Wayne  Farms  in  Oakwood,  Ga. 

GATES  WEAVER  '90  is  a  NREMT  with 
American  Medical  Response  and  a  first  aid 
instructor. 

TOM  ANDERSON  '91  and 
SHELLEY  ANDERSON  '92 

announce  the  December  1 , 
2002,  birth  of  their  son, 
William  Craig.  (PHOTO) 

EUGENE  HUFF  '91,  '96  and  CATHY 
MOORE  '93  were  married  August  16,  2003. 

DON  BOWLING  '92  and  his  wife,  Tonyia, 
recently  celebrated  their  fifth  wedding  anniver- 
sary. The  couple  has  two  daughters,  Virginia 
Claire  and  Katie  Beth. 

SCOTT  W  OPENSHAW  '92,  '96  is  now  the 

state  production  manager  in  Florida  Gov.  Jeb 
Bush's  Office  of  Film  and  Entertainment. 

SCOTT  RIMES  '92  was  named  Division  4-A 
Coach  of  the  Year  in  baseball  for  the  2003 
season.  He  led  Provine  High  School  to  a  13-5 
record,  their  best  season  since  1969-70. 

BOB  WEST  '92  and  BECKY  WEST  '96 

recently  moved  to  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
where  Becky  is  enrolled  as  a  first-year  medical 
student  at  Nova  Southeastern  University 
College  of  osteopathic  medicine. 

JOE  SHOULDERS  '93  recently  transferred  to 
the  Houston  office  of  Baratti  Marketing,  which 
represents  Columbia  Sportswear.  He  is  in 
sales,  and  his  territories  cover  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana. 


MICHAEL  SLAY  '92  was  recently  promoted 
to  assistant  vice  president  at  Trustmark  Bank 
in  Hattiesburg, 

ANGIE  COGNEVICH  '92,  '94  was  recently 
named  the  regional  manager  for  the 
Mississippi  Development  Authority's 
Southeast  regional  office  in  Hattiesburg. 

CLAY  PEACOCK  '93  graduated  from  the 
master  of  Internet  technology  program  at  the 
University  of  Georgia.  Peacock  is  now  working 
for  TRX  in  Atlanta. 


DR.  HASSAN  AZIZ  '94,   00 

was  promoted  to  interim 
department  head  of  medical 
riv^^  technology  at  Armstrong 
H2^1  I  Atlantic  State  University  in 
Savannah,  Ga.  (PHOTO) 

HOPE  CONERLY  BROOME  '94  announces 
the  December  12,  2001,  birth  of  her  son, 
Jonathan  Tyler. 

GEORGE  ALLEN  CUTRER  '94  and 
JENNIFER  MARIE  FARRINGTON  were 
married  July  19,  2003. 

ROBIN  SUMRALL  FRIEND 

'94  and  her  husband,  Mike, 
announce  the  March  27, 
2003,  birth  of  their  son, 
Gavin  Michael.  (PHOTO) 

MARK  JOHNSON  '94  announces  the  May 
10,  2002,  birth  of  his  daughter,  Lauren  Jean. 
Johnson  is  currently  deployed  in  Kuwait. 

JUSTIN  THOMAS,  M.D.  '94  recently  complet- 
ed training  in  cornea  and  external  disease  at  the 
Baylor  College  of  Medicine  in  Houston  and  is 
practicing  at  the  Gaddy  Eye  Clinic  in  Gulfport. 


"Just  a  Little  Off  the  Top,  Please 

The  "barber"  in  this  photo  was  a  member  of  the  Yellowjackets,  an  organization  estab- 
lished to  boost  school  spirit  and  uphold  Southern  Miss'  traditions.  Until  1968,  one  of 
those  traditions  was  to  shave  the  heads  of  incoming  freshmen  and  offer  them  the 
option  of  purchasing  a  black  and  gold  beanie  to  cover  their  baldness.  When  the  bean- 
ies were  no  longer  needed,  the  Yellowjackets  sponsored  a  "Beanie  Burning  Bonfire." 
The  gentlemen  of  the  Yellowjackets  also  served  as  hosts  and  guides  for  visitors  to  the 
Southern  Miss  campus. 
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"Starvin  Marvin" 

Sarah  D.  Newsom  and  Cheryl  D.  Grubbs  '97 

Freedom  Press  •  200  pages,  $13 

Two  sisters,  Sarah  D.  Newsom  and  Cheryl  D.  Grubbs,  authored 
"Starvin  Marvin,"  a  humorous  book  about  the  relationship 
between  a  man  and  wife  as  they  cope  with  his  prostate  cancer. 

Share  the  experiences  of  Grand  Paw  and  Wifey  in  this  unique 
book  as  they  experience  fear,  anger,  depression,  laughter,  humor 
and  love.  The  authors  said  they  want  readers  to  understand  that 
cancer  is  not  necessarily  an  automatic  death  sentence  and  that 
conflicting  emotions  are  normal. 

"Starvin  Marvin"  moves  the  reader  through  a  series  of  realistic 
and  ridiculous  events  that  Grand  Paw  and  Wifey  experience. 
Their  personalities  merge  and  collide  as  the  cancer  and  subse- 
quent treatment  progresses. 

The  authors  provide  some  medical  information,  but  this  book 
is  intended  to  speak  to  the  human  and  emotional  side  of  a  serious 
health  situation. 

Part  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  these  books  will  be  donat- 
ed to  the  American  Cancer  Society  to  fund  prostate  cancer  screen- 
ing for  medically  underserved  men. 

Books  can  be  purchased  at  stores  throughout  Mississippi  and 
Alabama  and  at  sanew2001@yahoo.com  or  cherylgrbbs@aol.com. 


"Temporary  Vows" 
Megan  F.  Knox  '93,  '99 
Writing2Inspire.com  •  $6 

A  12-year  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  employee  and  two-time 
graduate's  debut  novel  is  now  being  test 
marketed  for  print  publication.  Megan 
Fox  Knox's  novel  "Temporary  Vows' 
began  as  a  thesis  project  for  a  master's 
degree  in  fiction  writing  while  a  student 
at  Southern  Miss'  Center  for  Writers. 
Temporary  Vows  pits  a  middle-aged,  dysfunctional  house- 
wife against  a  soon-to-be  monk  in  what  publisher  Donald 
Ellis  of  Creative  Arts  Book  Company  has  called  "a  wonderful 
latent  coming-of-age  story."  In  search  of  authenticity,  Lollie 
hires  on  with  a  traveling  carnival  and  meets  young  David, 
making  his  way  west  to  join  a  monastery.  This  unlikely  duo 
strikes  up  a  friendship  as  they  search  for  spiritual  truths  and 
rethink  their  commitments  and  opportunities. 

The  novel  is  now  available  in  E-book  format  exclusively  at 
www. writing2inspire .  com/showcase/TemporaryVows htm.  It 
costs  under  $6  and  is  suitable  for  printing  or  reading  (in  PDF 
format)  on  any  standard  desktop,  laptop  or  handheld  computer. 


"Broken  Circle:  Epistles  of  the  Stranger" 
Patrick  W.  Wallace  '88,  '90 
Llumina  Press  •  196  pages,  $15.95 

The  book  of  poetry,  "Broken  Circle: 
Epistles  of  the  Stranger,"  reflects 
Patrick  W  Wallace's  work  in  philoso- 
phy, English  and  anthropology  while 
at  Southern  Miss.  The  poems  are 
about  the  wanderings  of  a  solitary  fig- 
ure who  is  known  as  a  stranger.  This 
autobiographical  figure  is  "a  pilgrim 
in  a  world  that  is  fallen  and  bewilder- 
ing in  its  desolate  complexity."  This  stranger  longs  for  a  high- 
er world  and  asks  ultimate  questions  of  metaphysics.  His 
pain  is  the  pain  of  each  of  us,  and  his  perplexity  at  the 
betrayal  of  others  permeates  his  poetry. 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  Wallace  was  recognized  as  the 
Outstanding  Undergraduate  Student  in  philosophy  in  1988 
and  was  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi. 


"Nearing  Narcoma" 

Matt  Morris  '83 

2003  Main  Street  Rag  Poetry  Book  Award  Winner 

76  pages,  $14 

Matt  Morris  of  Elkview,  WVa.,  won 
the  2003  Main  Street  Poetry  Book 
Award  for  his  collection,  "Nearing 
Narcoma."  Morris'  prizes  included 
$1,000  and  a  book  publication,  and 
he  is  featured  in  the  winter  issue  of 
Main  Street  Rag. 

"In  these  poems  I  hear  Charles 
Bukowski,  Adrian  Louis  and  see 
Dagwood  in  a  cheap  Elvis  suit  leaning  into  a  curve,"  wrote  Joy 
Harjo,  final  judge.  "These  poems  are  not  easy.  They  are  wired 
by  a  couple  hundred  horsepower  and  loud  rock.  They  are  fast 
and  hard.  Watch  out." 

To     order     a     copy     of    "Nearing     Narcoma,"     visit 
www.MainStreetRag.com/store.  $$? 
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STEVEN  "CRAIG"  WELLS  '94 

was  promoted  to  regional  vice 
president  at  Adecco.  Wells  and 
his  wife,  Dee  Dee,  announce  the 
January  2003  birth  of  their  first 
child,  Jordan.  (PHOTO) 

CHRISTOPHER  ANDERSON  95  and 
THERESA  ANNE  MASKES  ANDERSON  '95 

announce  the  August  3,  2002,  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Adeline  Therese. 

CAPT.  BELINDA  BROWN  95,  98  was 

deployed  in  support  of  Operation  Iraqi  and 
Operation  Enduring  Freedom.  She  distin- 
guished herself  by  outstanding  achievement  as 
the  public  health  officer  for  376th  Expeditionary 
Medical  Group,  376th  Air  Expeditionary  Wing, 
Kyrgyz  Republic. 

KRISTINA  JOELLE  DABBS  95  and  James 
David  Stewart  wed  June  28,  2003. 

In  August,  SHELITA  HUNTER  '95 

was  named  Mississippi  State 
Hospital  Employee  of  the  Month  in 
licensed  clinical  services.  Hunter  is  a 
psychologist  and  has  been  employed 
at  MSH  for  five  years.  (PHOTO) 

MICHAEL  TODD  MILLER  95  and  STACY 
DANIELLE  BROOKS  '02  were  married  June  14, 

2003. 

HOLLY  MORGAN  '95  announces  the  March 
31,  2003,  birth  of  her  son,  Connor  Scott. 

JASON  PIERCE  '95  and  his  wife, 

Mary,  announce  the  March  3,  2003, 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Ella  Ryan. 
(PHOTO) 

SABRINA  RAGUSA  '95  recently  opened  a 
new  restaurant,  "Bar-B-Que  Station,"  in 
Independence,  La. 

JAMES  THARP  '95  and  KIMBERLY  CAPELL 

THARP  '97  announce  the  December  20, 
2002,  birth  of  their  daughter,  Laura  Kathelyn. 

PAIGE  M1LLSAP  '95  was  recently  promoted 
to  manager  of  the  Governmental/Non-profit 
Audit  Division  with  Nicholson  and  Company 
in  Hattiesburg. 

BERONICAJEAN  LEE  '96  and  Steven  Brand 
wed  May  10,  2003. 

E.  JAMES  LYONS  JR.  '96,  '99,  '02  is  now  a 

regional  sales  representative  with  Mid-South 
Sales  Co.  Inc.  in  Slidell,  La. 


MATT  MORGAN  '96  recently 
joined  Hawthorne 
Pharmaceuticals  as  sales  profes- 
sional. His  responsibilities  include 
marketing  Hawthorne  products  to 
health  care  professionals  in  the  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  area.  (PHOTO) 

MELISSA  PACE  '96  married  Trent  Overholt 
March  29,  2003.  The  couple  resides  in  Los 
Angeles. 

WENDY  RASMUSSEN  '96  and 

her  husband,  Michael,  announce 
the  February  16,  2003,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Emma.  (PHOTO) 

DR.  GORDON  REYNOLDS  '96  was 

recently  awarded  a  Fulbright  Scholar  grant 
to  lecture  and  conduct  research  at  Central 
University  at  Sousse,  Tunisia,  for  the  next 
year.  He  will  be  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
Beth,  and  their  two  sons,  Aidan  and 
Daegan. 

In  2003,  KATHLEEN  BURNS  '97  was  award- 
ed a  Ph.D.  in  genetics  from  Baylor  University. 

RONALD  CLARK 
'97  and  LORI 
CLARK  '97  have  a 
two-year-old  daugh- 
ter, Amber  Nicole. 

KATHERINE 
TERESA  FOKAKIS 

'97  graduated  from 
the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical 
Center  in  May. 

AMY  GIBBONS  '97 

has  been  elected 
Region  V  board  mem- 
ber of  the  Mississippi 
chapter  of  the 
National  Association 
of  Social  Workers. 
Gibbons  will  serve  a 
two-year  term. 

JESSE  M.  LAM- 
ONTE  '97  and  his 
wife,  Leslie, 
announce  the 
September  11,  2003, 
birth  of  their  son, 
Riley  Cole. 


BRITT  J.  WILLIAMSON  '97  and  his  wife, 
Jamie,  announce  September  3,  2003,  birth  of 
their  son,  Nathan  Ryan. 

In  December,  LEANNA  BARFOOT  '98  and  her 

husband,  Jamie,  will  celebrate  their  fifth  wed- 
ding anniversary.  The  couple  has  one  daughter. 
Jaylie  Alyssa,  who  was  bom  March  8,  2002. 

CARLETTA  YALONDA  BARNES  '98  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center  in  May. 

MANA  DANIELLE  BROWN  '98  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center  in  May. 

RICHARD  DAVIDSON  '98  and  PENNY 
DAVIDSON  '99  recently  purchased  a  new  home 
in  January  2003  and  are  expecting  the  arrival  of 
their  first  baby  in  January  2004. 

AMY  CRANFORD  GOODMAN  '98  and  Fred 

Drennan  Saul  Jr.  were  married  July  5,  2003. 

KARL  CRAWFORD  "KC"  HIGHTOWER  98 

received  his  doctor  of  jurisprudence  degree 
from  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law. 


.... 


49 


M 


CLASS 


Ultimate 


SouthernMissAlumni.com  is  the  top  colle- 
giate Web  site  in  the  state.  Make  sure  you 
are  taking  full  advantage  of  it  by  register- 
ing as  a  member.  It's  easy  to  do  and  grants 
you  access  to  our  alumni  directory  so  you 
can  locate  and  catch  up  with  all  your  old 

classmates. 


Click  on  "Register  Now" 

when  you  visit 

www.SouthernMissAlumni.com 


JUSTIN  LOFTIN  '98  was  married  May  6, 
2003.  "With  the  marriage,"  he  wrote,  "I 
added  three  beautiful  stepchildren:  Taylor, 
10,  Sarah,  9,  and  Marie,  6 — all  bleeding 
black  and  gold  and  can't  wait  to  go  to  'Dad's 
college." 

TRENTON  E.  PENNY  '98  announces  the 
August  5,  2003,  birth  of  his  son,  Collin 
Thomas. 

AMANDA  ELIZABETH  RISO  '98  and 
FRANCISCO  "FRANK"  NAZARIO  III  '03 

were  married  on  July  5,  2003. 

CARLA  SMITH  RUSHING  '98  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center  in  May. 

ROBIN  LANE  WAITES  '98  and  BENJAMIN 
HUGH  NORVAL  '01  were  married  July  26, 
2003. 


JOSEPH  TODD 
ADAMO  '99  and 
SHERRILL  DENISE 
CRANFORD  02 

were  married  July 
19,  2003. 

TARA  MAE 
ALLEN  '99  gradu- 
ated from  the 
University  of 
Mississippi 
Medical  Center  in 
May. 

KELLY  MAR- 
GARET 

COMANS  '99  and 
JOSHUA  KEITH 
WALKER  '00  wed 
June  14,  2003. 

KELLY  CONWAY 
'99  and  DAVID 
VILARDI  '02  wed 

June  8,  2003. 

ROXANNA 
CHRISTINE 
FENNELL  '99 

and  Dr.  Paul 
Andrew  Stroud 
were  married  June  21,  2003. 

JEAN  GENSERT  '99  and  Ted  Thomassie 
were  married  April  12,  2003. 

CHARLES  EDWARD  GREER  V  '99,  00 

received  his  doctor  of  jurisprudence  degree 
from  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law. 

TINA  F.  LANDRY  '99  is  a  programming  ana- 
lyst for  the  United  States  Air  Force  at  Keesler 
Air  Force  Base. 

EDWARD  NEEDHAM  '99  and  LOLETHA 
MCGOWAN  NEEDHAM  '92  announce  the 
February  28,  2003,  birth  of  their  son,  Myles 
Cameron.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  brother 
McGowan  Cole. 


* 


BRYCE  WERT  '98  and  KAMI 
GORDY  WERT  '96  announce 
the  August  18,  2003,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Mary  Morgan. 
(PHOTO) 


LISA  HALL  PUCKETT  '99  and 

Andrew  K.  Puckett  announce 
the  November  11,  2002,  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Rebekah  Anne. 
Proud  Golden  Eagle  grandpar- 
ents are  LT.  COL.  ANDREW  B.  HALL  '83 
and  Tonya  A.  Hall,  and  SHARON  R.  PUCK- 
ETT 70  and  Eddie  D.  Puckett.  (PHOTO) 


PAUL  RUFF  '99  was  recently  promoted  to 
assistant  vice  president  at  Trustmark  Bank  in 
Hattiesburg. 

ANDREA  JOHNSON  CABRERA  received 
her  juris  doctorate  degree  from  Southwestern 
University  School  of  Law.  Cabrera  also 
received  the  CALI  "Excellence  for  the  Future" 
award  in  Torts. 

CHRIS  CROFT  is  the  new  men's  basketball 
head  coach  at  Martin  Methodist  College  in 
Pulaski,  Tenn. 

KATHRYN  "KATI"  BRIDGERS  and  Nicholas 
Hardin  "Nick"  McClendon  were  married  June 
14,  2003. 


2000s 


AMY  ELIZABETH  PARDEN  '00  and  Nathan 
Daniel  Parrott  were  married  June  28,  2003. 

KRISTIE  PEARCE  '00  wed  James  Roberts 
on  January  11,  2003.  She  is  currently 
attending  graduate  school. 

LINDA  STOCKMAN  '00  has  achieved 
Certified  Diabetes  Educator  status  from  the 
National  Certification  Board  for  Diabetes 
Educators.  She  is  a  registered  dietitian  a 
Forrest  General  Hospital's  Diabetes  Care 
Center. 

JAMIE  ELIZABETH  TREGRE  '00  and 

Jeremy  Todd  Jernigan  were  married  June 
21,  2003. 

AMIE  SCOTT  WATSON  '00  recently 
received  her  master's  degree  in  marriage  and 
family  therapy  from  Appalachian  State 
University.  She  is  a  children's  case  manager 
with  New  River  Behavioral  Health  Care  in 
Boone,  N.C. 

COLBY  K  CALCOTE  '01  and  Kathleen  V 
Calcote  were  married  March  28,  2003. 

JENNIFER  DELMAS  '01  moved  to  Nagoya, 
Japan,  where  she  is  teaching  English  in 
Japanese  high  schools  as  a  participant  of  the 
Japan  Exchange  and  Teaching  Program  (JET). 

KELLY  DEORNELLAS  '01  and  MARTIN 
WALKER  LINDLEY  '01  wed  June  21,  2003. 

KYLE  HAMLETT  '01  and  SUSAN  HOL- 
LAND '01  were  married  July  16,  2003. 

LANCE  JEREMY  HENDRIX  '01  and 
HEATHER  CHRISTINA  LENOIR  '02 

were  married  June  7,  2003. 
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Sledge  Elected  President  of  MH&LA 

a  Scott  Sledge  '89,  CHA  has  been  elected 

president  of  the  Mississippi  Hotel  & 
Lodging  Association  for  2003-2004. 
The  MH&LA  is  the  leading  trade  asso- 
ciation representing  the  lodging  indus- 
try in  Mississippi. 
Sledge  is  employed  by  MMI  Hotel 
Group  as  general  manager  and  area  manager  for  the  Cabot 
Lodges  of  Jackson.  He  is  a  certified  hotel  administrator, 
which  is  the  highest  symbol  of  professional  achievement  for 
lodging  executives.  It  is  given  by  the  American  Hotel  & 
Lodging  Association. 

Sledge,  a  native  of  Hattiesburg,  has  a  bachelors  degree  in 
hotel,  restaurant  and  tourism  management  from  Southern 
Miss  and  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University's  Advanced 
Management  Executive  Development  Program.  He  and  his 
wife,  Beth,  reside  in  Madison  with  their  two  children. 


Pettey  Plans  to  Praise 

William  H.  "Bill"  Pettey  '56  was 
named  moderator  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Mississippi,  and  after  completing 
classes  this  December,  he  will 
become  a  commissioned  lay  pastor. 
Pettey  will  serve  as  moderator  for 
one  year  for  the  Presbytery,  which 
includes  48  churches.  In  this  posi- 
tion, he  will  moderate  the  quarterly  meetings  and  any  other 
meetings  for  the  churches. 

Pettey  is  the  president  for  the  Development  Foundation  at 
Memorial  Hospital  at  Gulfport.  He  began  there  in  1959  as  a 
physical  therapist  and  is  now  studying  to  be  a  minister. 
This  will  be  his  final  career  when  he  retires  in  several  years. 
Since  1967,  Pettey  and  his  wife,  Jeanel  '56,  75,  have  been 
active  in  the  Westminster  Presbyterian  Church  in  Gulfport. 
The  couple  resides  in  Gulfport  and  have  three  children.  te& 


RICHARD  HOFFMAN  01  and  HOPE 

BAKER  '03  were  married  May  31,  2003. 

NANCY  ELIZABETH  MONTAGUE  01  and 

Bradley  Louis  Michelli  were  married  June  28, 
2003. 

ANNE  SEYBOLD  '01  recently  received  a 
masters  degree  in  exercise  physiology  from 
the  University  of  New  Orleans.  She  is 
employed  in  the  cardiology  clinic  of  East 
Jefferson  General  Hospital. 

MATTHEW  DURWIN  THOMAS  01  and 
KATHRYN  MARIE  MCWHORTER  02  were 
married  June  14,  2003. 

JOSHWA  OWEN  YARBROUGH  01  and 
ROBIN  LEIGH  WILLIAMSON  02  were 
married  June  28,  2003. 
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MELANIE  HOPE  ANDERSON  02  and  David 
Reeves  Walters  were  married  July  5,  2003. 

MELODY  FELISA  BOLTON  02  and 

Frederick  Duane  McCann  were  married  June 
28,  2003. 

In  December,  JOHN  BOWLIN  '02  will  wed 
Hollie  Paige  McKay. 

JENNIFER  LEE  COMBS  02  and  JUSTIN 
GREEN  '02  wed  July  26,  2003. 

DASHAWN  EVANS  '02  is  employed  at  Regan 
National  Airport  in  Washington,  D.C.  His  first 
CD  will  be  released  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

JASON  DUANE  HARVEY  '02  married 
Whitney  Erin  Bullock  June  7,  2003. 

TIMOTHY  HUDSON  02  and  STEFFANY 
LAPOINTE  '02  were  mar- 
ried October  12,  2003,  in 
Bristol,  R.I. 

SHELADIA  KIDD  02  and 

Reginald  M.  Home  were  mar- 
ried m  July  of  2003 

Coast  Guard  Seaman  CHARI- 
TY J.  MITCHELL  02  recent- 
ly graduated  from  the  U.S. 
Coast  Guard  Recruit  Training 
Center  in  Cape  May,  N.J. 


ERIC  JAMES  NEWSOME  '02  and  Sue  Lynn 
Alvarado  were  married  June  7.  2003. 

MAURICE  STACEY  RUTLAND  02  and 
WENDY  CHERIE  BAUGHMAN  03  wed 

July  12,  2003. 

KENNETH  MELVIN  BAILEY  JR.  03  and 
AMANDA  KAY  MORGAN  '03  were  married 
June  7,  2003. 

ABIGAIL  BROOKS  BARTON   03  and 
CHARLES  TRIGG  HARDEE  BARTON  76 

wed  June  21,  2003. 

JENNIFER  BROOKE  GRAY  03  and 
JOSHUA  ROSS  PARKER  were  married  June 

7,  2003. 

AMY  LEA  JENNINGS  '03  and  Jay  Daniel 
Clolinger  were  married  June  7.  2003. 

BELINDA  MATHIAS  '03  sold  three  of  her 
plays  outside  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

KATHRYN  ANN  MCMULLEN  03  and 

William  Joshua  Smith  were  married  June  28, 

2003. 

SAMUEL  SIKES  03  and  KELLY  ELIZA- 
BETH BRITT  03  became  engaged  July  1. 

2003 

ANGELA  MARIA  VENTURA  '03  and  Brian 
Paul  lanssen  were  married  June  28.  2003 
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In  Memoriam 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
extends  sincere  sympathy  to  the  families  of 
the  following  alumni  and  friends. 

(Due  to  space  constraints,  obituaries  may  not 
exceed  40  words  and  are  subject  to  editing  by 
the  editorial  staff  of  The  Talon.) 

MARY  RUTH  HORN  DICKEY  '39  of  Magee 
died  May  20,  2003.  Dickey  was  86. 

MARION  GANDY  STEWART  '40  of 

Surprise,  N.Y.,  died  June  4,  2003.  Stewart,  89, 
was  a  retired  schoolteacher.  Over  the  course 
of  her  career,  she  was  named  Star  Teacher  five 
times. 

REV.  AUBREY  WALLEY  '40  of  Cypress, 
Texas,  has  died. 

THELMA  MCBEATH  '42  of  Union  died  May 
8,  2003.  McBeath,  89,  was  a  schoolteacher 
and  church  organist  for  Neshoba  County 
Baptist  Church. 

EVELYN  MCCLURE  '43  of  Hattiesburg  died 
May  27,  2003.  McClure,  82,  was  a  retired 
home  economics  professor  at  William  Carey 
College. 

NARVELLE  UNA  SANDERS  STURRUP  '44 

of  Forest  died  June  17,  2003.  Sturrup,  80, 
was  a  homemaker  and  former  schoolteacher. 

AUDRA  EUBANKS  '48  of  Lucedale  died  May 
31,  2003.  Eubanks,  95,  was  a  retired  school- 
teacher. 

KATHRYN  LAUCHLEY  STEELE  '52  of 

Sugarland,  Texas,  died  June  22,  2003.  Steele, 
73,  was  a  retired  teacher/librarian. 

JOSEPHINE  FRAZIER  DAVIDSON  '55  of 

Athens,  Ga.,  died  August  25,  2003. 

REV.  JAMES  D.  "PETE"  RAMEY  '55  of 

McComb  died  May  3,  2003.  Ramey  80,  was  a 
retired  United  Methodist  Church  minister. 

MARY  M.  SNOWDEN  '55  of  Hattiesburg 
died  June  17,2003. 

HARVEY  J.  CHAUVIN  '57  of  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.,  died  August  4,  2003. 


MARGARET  COMBS  NEELY  FALKNER  '59 

of  Goshen,  Ky,  died  in  December  2002. 

JOSEPH  EARL  JOHNSON  '62  of 

Waynesboro  died  August  27,  2003. 

SUE  ELLEN  JOHNSON  '63  of  Lock  Haven, 
Pa.,  died  May  9,  2003.  Johnson,  60,  was  a  pro- 
fessor of  education  at  Southern  Miss  until  she 
retired  in  1990. 

JEAN  SUTTON  '63  of  Linden,  Ala.,  died 
September  16,  2003.  Sutton,  62,  was  an 
award-winning  investigative  reporter  and  edi- 
tor whose  work  on  a  west  Alabama  weekly 
newspaper  attracted  national  attention  and 
helped  uncover  corruption  in  the  Marengo 
County  Sheriffs  Department. 

FREDERICK  I.  VINSON  '63  of  Oro  Valley, 
Ariz.,  died  June  11,  2003. 

DR.  GENEVIEVE  MELVILLE  MCELROY 
'65,  '83  of  Pascagoula  died  May  19,  2003.  She 
was  81. 

WILLIAM  RAY  VAUGHN  '65  of  Stone 
Mountain,  Ga.,  died  August  23,  2000. 

WILLIAM  L.  MALLETTE  III  '66  of  Meridian 
died  January  26,  2003.  Mallette  worked  as  a 
directional  drilling  consultant  in  Saudi  Arabia 
and  is  survived  by  his  wife,  SANDRA  MAL- 
LETTE '67,  four  children  and  seven  grand- 
children. 

ROBERT  LAMAR  SAXON  SR.  '68  of 

Meadville  died  April  11,  2003. 

GARY  JOSEPH  PORCHE  '91  of  Chalmette, 
La.,  died  March  11,  2002. 

LAWRENCE  E.  MCKEOUGH  '92  of  Pass 
Christian  died  August  21,  2003. 

CHARLOTTE  ANN  WILLIAMS  '93,  '96  of 

Jackson  died  June  12,  2003.  Williams,  39, 
was  a  nurse  practitioner. 

JOHN  ODEND'HAL  '97  of  Slidell,  La.  died 
July  29,  2002. 

SUSAN  L.  MESSICK  of  Purvis  died  May  9, 
2003.  ES 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  other  Southern  Miss  alumni. 
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USM  Alumni  Association 
Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 
Or  email  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 
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Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 


urrent     lumni     etail     iscounts 


These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


SOUTHERN 
MISSISSIPPI 
•ALUMNI' 


www.s0uthernmi5salumni.com 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  &  Suites  •  * 

10%  discount  on  rack  rate 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

20%  discount  on  any  service 

Cabot  Lodge  -  * 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Cellular  One  •  * 

$30  savings  on  cellular  activation  (except  on  local  plan)/ 

Free  pager  activation 

Comfort  Suites  •  * 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza  -  * 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings  off  large  room  rates 

Garfield's  Restaurant  -  * 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

Hattiesburg  Inn  -  * 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Hawthorn  Suites  - 

Nightly  rate  of  $69  +tax;  complimentary  breakfast  (+) 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

Free  initial  cousultation  of  any  contingency  fee  case 

10%  discount  on  initial  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

!    J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

1     Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Legg  Mason/Chris  Inman 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions/ free  portfolio  reviews 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Gulf  Coast) 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  (not  valid  with  other  discounts 

or  promotions.) 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Peak  Fitness 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

'     Photo  Arts  Studio 

10%  discount  on  any  gallery  purchase,  retail  purchase  or  service 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Primerica/Ken  Sheil 

Free  financial  needs  analysis 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf/not  valid  with  other  dis- 

counts or  promotions 

Signs  First  ■  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Sonic  Drive-In  on  HWY  11 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of  #1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring/ 10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases  (cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

The  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Van  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

Villies  Restaurant 

$  1 .00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order,  and  large 

drink/$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

•  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 
Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 

*  •  Hattiesburg  location  only. 

+  -  Offer  not  valid  during  football  season. 


ITiese  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C.A.R.D.  Program  with  The  University 

of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your  paid  alumni 

membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a  discount  at  these  businesses. 


SOUTHERNMISSTRIVIA 


Answers 

1.  What  football  game  has  been  coined  "The  Battle  for 
the  Bell?" 

Each  year  when  Southern  Miss  plays  Tulane,  the  winning  team 
gets  to  take  the  "Bell"  home  to  their  campus. 

2.  What  former  Southern  Miss  punter  was  the  first  punter 
taken  in  the  first  round  of  the  draft,  was  selected  to  the  Pro 
Bowl  seven  times,  and  won  three  Super  Bowls? 

Former  Oakland  Raider  Ray  Guy 

3.  In  what  year  was  the  Payne  Center,  Southern  Miss'  fitness 
and  recreation  facility,  built? 

Built  in  1993,  the  Payne  Center  was  named  for  brothers,  Jimmy 
Austin  and  James  Larry  Payne,  alumni  and  benefactors. 

4.  To  whom  was  Southern  Miss'  first  athletic  field  dedicated? 

Faulkner  Field  was  dedicated  to  Louis  Edward  Faulkner,  chairman 
of  Hattiesburg's  central  Committee  on  Unemployment  Relief. 
More  than  300  men  who  swapped  their  labor  for  modest  grocery 
vouchers  constructed  the  field  in  1932. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utiliz- 
ing the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating 
additional  revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch  For  m 

mation,  call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SE 


Alumni  Holidays  International 
Organising  International  Excursions  For 
Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


DiplomaDisplay 


American  Insurance  Administrators 

Life,  Health  And  Short-Term  Major  Medical  Insurance. 

Go  to  http://wmv.aia-insurance.com/AWSouthernMiss 
or  call  800-922- 124  5. 


jMBNK 


MBNA' 

Special  otfer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends! 
Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee  MasterCard* 
credit  card  now  conveniently  available  to  Southern  Miss 
Alumni.  Simply  call  i$oo^  GET-MBNA  for  details  about 
the  costs  and  terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the 
credit  card. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames, 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.diplomadisf 
or  call  800-422-4100.  " 


ESF 

EDUCATION  SERVICES 
FOUNDATION 

Education  Services  Foundation 
Student  Loan  Consolidation. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www  esfw  eb.cot    • 
or  call  (866)  --2-SC;; 


FALL  200 
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Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain 


Cheerleaders  lead  the  crowd  in  Southern  Miss  cheers  during  a  Friday  Night  at  the  Fountain. 


Because  the  night  before  a  home  football  game,  alum- 
ni, students  and  fans  flood  the  campus  for  a  night  of 
cheers  and  music.  Because  cheerleaders,  Seymour  and 
The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band  lead  the 
Southern  Miss  faithful  in  cheers.  Because  cries  of 


"Southern  Miss  to  the  Top!"  float  over  campus  and 
down  Hardy  Street.  Because  everywhere  you  look,  you 
see  black  and  gold.  Because  the  atmosphere  on  those 
nights  is  so  charged  with  excitement  that  it  seems 
kickoff  can't  come  soon  enough. 
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*'THE  benefits 

ALUMNI  MEMBERSHIP 

The  Alumni  Association  is  a  driving  force  in  the  effort  to 
advance  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  acting  on 
i  behalf  of  all  alumni  to  support  and  maintain  the  greatness  of 
the  University  while  pushing  the  institution  forward  to  new 
levels  of  accomplishment.  by  joining  with  the  thousands  of 
others  who  support  the  alumni  association,  you  are  not  just 

/ 

GIVING    BACK,    YOU    ARE    ALSO    LAYING    A    SOLID    FOUNDATION    FOR    A 
STRONGER  UNIVERSITY  FOR  GENERATIONS  TO   COME. 


ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  MEMBER  BENEFITS 


•  An  annual  subscription  to  the  quarterly  alumni  magazine,  The  Talon 

•  Discounts  on  Alumni  Association  merchandise,  car  rentals,  and  tickets  for  most 
events  sponsored  by  the  school  of  music  and  the  department  of  theatre  and  dance 

•  The  C.A.R.D.  (Current  Alumni  Retail  Discounts)  program,  which  offers  discounts 

FROM  LOCAL  VENDORS  AND   RETAILERS  WITH  THE   PRESENTATION   OF  A  CURRENT  ASSOCIATION   MEM- 
BERSHIP CARD 

•  Access  to  the  University  library,  the  USM  Credit  Union  and  the  Payne  Center 

•  Your  USM-bound  children  are  potentially  eligible  for  an  out-of-state  tuition  waiver 


SOUTHERN 

MISSISSIPPI 

•ALUMNI- 


To  BECOME  a  member 
ontact  the  alumni  association  at  (601)  266-5013 
or  visit  www.SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


"T^yj*^" 


i  o  n 


J,  r  i  d  e       #      ^   v  irrr~t-4-tt       *    *  0 '■■&&£&  I  hJlR 


-    ■ 


"THE  BEST  IN  THEIR  FIELD" 


•  Nationwide  Referrals       •  Rentals        «~ 

•  Property  Management      •  Commercial^les 

•  Residential  Sales  •  Investment 

Contact  us  for  all  your  real  estate  needs,  or  for  referrals  to  other  destinations. 

1-888-584-8184 

3420  Hardy  Street,  Suite  2,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 
www.suegallaspy.com  •  email:  suegallaspyametdoor.com  •  Fax:  601-261-9567 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Box  5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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